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A  YEAR    IN  THE   WILDERNESS. 


CHAPTER  I. 

Last  nif;ht,  although  still  August,  wc  liael  frost ;  I 
should  think  the  thermometer  canriOt  have  gone  clown 
more  than  a  degree  or  two  beneath  freezing  point ; 
its  effect,  however,  is  quite  apparent  on  the  trees  and 
bushes,  for  the  various  shades  of  green,  except  in  the 
coniferous  trees,  have  become  tipped  with  gold,  or 
burnished  copper-colour.  The  result  is  charming  to 
the  eye,  and  imparts  a  softness  to  the  distance  that 
previously  did  not  exist. 

Gradually  we  have  increased  the  length  of  the 
day's  travel,  till  we  have  succeeded  in  passing  each 
night  at  our  old  camping  grounds.  The  air  is  so 
pure  in  these  uplands,  that  the  sojourner  seems  to 
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drink  it  in  witli  rclisli,  ami  every  respiration  appears 
to  ini])nrt  fresli  .stren^rtli  and  vigour.  How  many 
arc  tliere  wlio  have  means  at  tluir  eomniand,  still 
suffer  from  various  ailments  that  a  residence  on 
or  tour  over  these  barrens  would  benefit,  still  they 
remain  at  liomc.  Such  may  be  a|)at]iy  to  the  re- 
sult, it  surely  cannot  be  indolence.  Let  them  pull 
themselves  tof^ether,  make  a  start,  cease  not  in  their 
purpose  till  they  have  arrived  here,  and  in  two 
m(mths  they  will  return  new  men. 

At  length  we  reached  the  lake.  Cariboo's  keen 
eyes  soon  detected  indications  that  strangers  had 
visited  the  place  since  our  departure,  and  therefore 
felt  a  little  anxious  for  fear  our  canoe  had  been  mis- 
appropriated ;  however,  such  a  serious  mishap  had 
not  befallen  us.  That  the  unknown  did  not  belong 
to  his  people,  he  satisfied  me,  and  that  white  men 
were  among  them  he  felt  perfectly  certain. 

On  inquiring  how  he  knew  this,  lie  pointed  out  two 
different  sized  tracks  ;  the  feet  that  made  them  wore 
moccasins,  but  the  toes  were  turned  out  in  their  walk. 

"  White  man  walk  this  way,"  said  he,  grinning, 
turning  his  toes  out  to  an  absurd  extent.  "  Indian, 
so,"  placing  each  foot  down  parallel  to  the  other. 
Thus  the  sand  at  the  mouth  of  the  stream  told  me 
that  I  was  not  the  only  white  man  who  had  visited 
this  remote  spot. 
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T  have  montioiicd  witli  wliat  a  splenditl  rapid  this 
rivult't  hurled  its  ^vIltL'l^s  into  the  hike.  It  even 
l(K»l\ed  more  attractive  now  than  i)reviously,  and  the 
trout  i)h»ved  in  the  (hmcinix  current  in  countleSvS 
thousands. 

Soon  I  ;^ot  my  rod  to;^etlier,  and  in  tlie  space  of 
lialf  an  liour  had  huided  more  than  we  couhl  well 
consume,  althouf^h  our  appetites  were  none  of  tlie 
smallest.  The  fish,  liowever,  did  not  run  hirije,  all 
beinf;  about  the  same  size,  namely,  a  little  exceed- 
ing two  pounds. 

The  weather  became  very  close  towards  niiilit,  and 
all  animal  life,  except  the  owls,  wondrously  still ;  these 
creatures,  on  the  contrary,  were  remarkably  vociferous; 
laui^hin<^,  screechin<^,  and  swearing,  as  if  in  their 
selfishness  they  considered  there  were  no  others  than 
themselves  in  the  universe,  or  that  if  there  were,  that 
they  had  exactly  the  same  taste  as  themselves  in  what 
constituted  melody. 

Cariboo  says  it  is  going  to  rain,  the  scud  over- 
head caused  me  to  think  that  a  gale  is  portended  ; 
but  as  we  have  a  good  camp  in  an  admirably-situated 
position,  it  does  not  matter  whether  it  blows  high  or 
low,  or  that  the  rains  should  descend  with  ;dl  the 
mad  reckless  impetus  of  the  thunder-storm. 

AVhen  we  awoke  in  the  morning  it  had  done  both,, 
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•so  eacli  took  credit  forl)oing  weatlicrwiM'  and  congia- 
tulatcd  himst'lf  on  liis  ability  to  dccii)licr  >vhat  the 
pa^cs  of  heaven  had  written  on  tlieni. 

About  nine  the  rain  ceased,  hnt  the  wind  freshened, 
while  the  waves  upon  the  lake  l)uin<^  no  h)n<;i'r  heat 
down  by  its  fury,  increased  to  such  an  extent,  that 
the  observer  would  have  imagined  as  he  grazed  upon 
them,  that  he  was  lookin*^  over  old  Father  Ocean 
in  one  of  his  (itful  moods.  The  Imllans,  nothing 
loth,  were  ready  for  a  start;  to  ac(|uiescc  in  their 
desire  would  have  entailed  a  long  paddle,  possibly 
danger,  certainly  a  wetting,  for  the  white  horses 
reared  their  heads  angrily  on  every  portion  of  the 
lake  that  was  unsheltered  from  the  blast,  therefore  I 
resolved  to  postpone  embarkation  till  the  morrow. 

Cariboo  evidently  would  have  jjreferred  that  the 
•  delay  had  not  occurred,  still  he  said  nothing,  did 
not  even  grumble,  but,  looking  grumpy,  took  his  gun 
and  went  off  for  a  hunt,  while  Sugar  and  self  got 
the  canoe  round  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  for  its 
embouchure  was  well  sheltered  from  being  on  the 
weather  shore,  and  tried  the  trout.  Going  beyond 
the  water  I  had  fished  last  night,  the  boy  held  the 
craft  by  a  polo,  and  I,  having  mounted  a  large 
salmon  fly,  commenced  work. 

The  trout  were  famished  with  hunger,  if  an  opinion 
<;an  be  formed  from  the  voracity  they  displayed  to  take 
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my  liiiv,  niul  the  doopor  water  that  I  was  whipping 
possessed  heavier  fisli  tliaii  tliosc  I  had  eaptured  the 
j)revious  t'vening.  After  an  h«)ur  and  a  half  of  work 
I  eeased  for  hincli,  rcuewiiig  tlie  sport  ahout  (Ive  ; 
hy  sunset  I  liail  cU)S(»  on  three  dozen,  several  of  wliich 
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turneil  the  scale  at  six.     IJut  for 
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einir  so 


liglit  I  miglit  have  douhled  the  number;  for  after 
landing  a  fisli  I  was  generally  fast  in  another  at  the 
second  or  third  east. 

Off  the  mouth  of  this  stream  the  trout  were  col- 
lected in  uncountable  numbers,  evidently  waiting  for 
the  water  of  it  to  rise  to  enable  them  to  proceed 
to  their  favourite  spawning  beds.  An  extraordinary 
thing — at  least  it  would  be  deemed  so  in  England — 
was  that  the  fish  totally  disregarded  the  canoe ;  even 
under  its  bottom  many  could  be  seen,  as  if  they 
totally  ignored  its  presence. 

With  the  decline  of  the  sun  returned  the  Indian. 
In  his  hand  was  a  fisher ;  although  not  a(|uatic 
he  had  killed  it  on  the  margin  of  the  lake,  locali- 
ties they  are  especially  fond  of.  The  largest  of 
the  tree-martins,  in  contradistinction  to  the  genus 
to  which  it  belongs,  its  fur  is  somewhat  coarse.  It 
has  a  very  prominent  and  peculiarly  expressive  eye, 
still  is  a  perfect  fiend  in  nature.  The  Indians  regard 
it  as  a  great  medicine,  and  cat  certain  portions  of 
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its  Inxly  to  inil)iu»  thorn  \\\\\\  c()ura«4o;  what  part  I 
(litl  not  (liscowr,  I'oi*  tlio  slayer  ohji'dcd  to  i'nli;;litou 
mc,  supposing  douhtloss  that  I  should  hiui^'h  at  his 
superstition.  However,  so  hi«;hly  did  lie  vahie  his 
pri/.e  that  he  did  not  now  re<^ret  tlie  dehiy  caused  by 
not  starting  in  tlie  luorninLS  i)rove(l  amply  l)y  his 
^hun  l<»oks  havini^  (hsappcariMJ,  and  his  ton«^uc  wag- 
^in<;  with  more  than  usual  vohd)ility. 

Next  niorninu;  the  <;ale  havini^  somewhat  sul)si(kM|, 
we  got  un(k'r  way,  each  handlin*^  his  paddle  with 
such  \  iiTour  that  wc  soon  left  the  shelter  of  the 
land,  and  were  dancinLT  ahout  anu)nii;  the  white- 
capped  waves.  Our  craft  hehaved  splendidly ;  it  was 
as  buoyant  as  a  cork,  but  from  bein^  hi^h  out  of  the 
water,  re([uired  an  immense  amount  of  elbow-<^reaso 
to  propel  it  forward.  Not  being  in  training  I  soon 
got  fatigued;  but  cease  my  labours  as  long  as  I  was 
able  to  hoM  out  I  could  not,  for  it  required  the  com- 
bined efforts  of  all  to  make  headwav  against  wind  and 
sea.  By  the  elevation  of  the  sun  there  renuiined  but 
a  couple  of  hours  till  it  set,  yet  only  half  the  distance 
intended  had  been  accomplished.  A  barren  ridgc 
of  rock  without  timber  was  to  leeward  ;  from  its  un- 
inviting appearance  I  scarcely  liked  to  propose  it  as  a 
halting-place.  However,  it  was  evident  all  were  get- 
ting exhausted,  and  although  slowly  crawling  to  wind- 
ward, still  making  quite  as   much  in-drift.     Nearer 
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•and  Moaivr  wo  approaclicil  tlu'  liiliospltalilo  juinl»lo  of 
stoiR's,  the  waves  beat  ri'Iciitlcs'.Iy  on  its  mIioiv,  and 
niuneroiiH  spaces  of  wliito  foam  near  at  lumd  toM 
that  the  hottoni  was  IrroL^idar,  and  that  jair.L^ed  houlders 
in  placi'S  ahnnst  readied  the  siirfaee.  Wc  all  did 
onr  ntniost.      ('arihoo  in  tho  stern  toiled  with  snper- 


i   way  alwavs   lollowed   n 


f. 


d 


luunan   streni^th,    and   if 

will,  weshoidd  have  sneceeded  in  weathering;  the  roof, 
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to  (hm^i'r,  at  K'ni:;th  as  we  tnndtle(l  off  the  crest  of 
an  unusnally  hii^  wave,  there  was  a  '^ratin^  sonnd, 
then  a  rippiiii!;  noiso,  and  the  water  hoiled  in  thron^li 
tho  bottom  of  tho  canoe,  an  aperture  having  boon 
torn  nearly  a  foot  in  length. 

Cariboo  was  ocpial  to  tho  emor^oncy.  Kotain- 
ing  liold  of  the  stern,  he  dropped  into  tho  water, 
and  in  hurried  words  borjJJt'd  us  to  do  likewise,  f«)r 
unless  wo  followed  Ins  advice,  wo  sliould  luso  guns 
and  cvorything.  Sugar  took  tho  water  like  a  mus- 
quash, I  followed  suit  and  struck  out  for  land ;  fifty 
yards  I  had  scarcely  traversed  when  I  comnioncod 
to  feel  exhausted.  StraiMitcnliif'  mvself  to  feci  for 
bottom,  I  thankfully  touched  it.  Between  wading 
and  swimming  I  was  soon  on  terra  Jlrma,  tho  boy 
having  preceded  mo  by  some  minutes. 

The  Indian  never  better  proved  his  worth  than  on 
this  occasion  ;  he  kept  his  hold  upon  our  shipwrecked 


8 


LONE  LIFE: 


craft  and  forced  it,  by  almost  superhuman  efforts, 
before  lihn,  for  bcinfr  Hfrhtened  of  a  good  portion  of 
its  freiglit  the  leak  happily  did  not  gain  so  rapidly. 

Cariboo  fortunately  soon  got  into  his  depth,  but  the 
difficulty  was  where  to  effect  a  landing  for  the  canoe  ; 
soon  this  was  discovered,  and  all  our  property,  wet 
certainly,  was  safely  landed.  „ 

A  more  cheerless  ni<i:lit  than  that  I  do  not  think  I 
ever  passed.  There  was  no  shelter  to  be  obtained,  and 
little  if  any  firewood  sufficiently  dry  to  burn,  still  we 
had  everv  reason  to  be  thankful,  for  if  the  accident 
had  occured  further  from  shore,  I  believe  I  never 
could  have  succeeded  in  renching  it,  and  more  than 
probable  all  my  goods  would  have  found  a  resting- 
place  in  the  bottom  of  the  lake. 

In  the  morning  I  arose  cramped  and  miserable, 
every  bone  in  my  body  had  found  out  a  new  ache, 
for  the  softest  level  surface  I  could  find  to  lie  on  was 
the  top  of  a  honeycombed  rock,  and  my  system  rebelled 
against  such  treatment.  An  indifferent  meal,  how- 
ever, did  much  to  mitigate  my  pains,  but  when  the 
canoe  was  inspected  I  became  sick  at  heart,  for  I  felt 
convinced  it  never  could  be  made  sufficiently  sea- 
worthy to  take  us  away,  although  the  lake  had  now 
become  as  calm  as  a  miil-pond. 

Unfortunately  such  a  contretemps  had  not  been 
anticipated,  so  no  gum  for  caulking  was  among  our 
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^ear,  still  the  two  Indians  liiboured  sedulously,  plck- 
ini;  a  i)iece  off  hero  and  a  ])iece  off  there,  from 
wherever  they  thought  it  could  b(;  spiired,  still 
their  industry  and  skill  failed  to  make  it  sufficiently 
buoyant  to  carry  all.  After  supj)er  Cariboo  proposed 
starting  at  once  alone,  promising  to  bring  aid  as  soon 
as  possible.  I  did  not  envy  the  plucky  lad  the  trip^ 
for  in  a  few  minutes  after  he  was  afloat  the  canoe's 
floor  was  flooded  ;  however,  he  was  confident,  pointed 
laughingly  to  the  baling  scoop,  and  with  a  deep, 
strong  stroke,  sailed  off  into  the  darkness. 

Another  night  of  discomfort ;  even  the  dogs  seem 
to  feel  and  testify  their  disapprobation  by  constant 
restlessness.  Thank  goodness,  ere  noon  came  relief 
had  arrived  ;  if  I  had  been  detained  here  much 
longer  I  believe  I  should  have  possessed  as  many 
callosities  on  my  person  as  a  camel. 

A  welcome  iireetino;  our  deliverers  received,  for 
I  knew,  or  had  met,  them  all  before,  the  old  chief 
as  steersman  occupying  the  seat  of  honour;  and 
lustily  did  they  hang  to  their  paddles,  almost  lifting 
their  light  craft  from  the  water.  Four  o'clock  saw 
us  entering  the  little  bay,  and  a  crowd  upon  the 
beach  waiting  to  greet  our  arrival. 

The  whole  hamlet  had,  in  fact,  turned  out,  and  a 
merry  laugh  or  kindly  nod  met  me  on  every  side.  The 
old  squaw  warmly  clasped  my  liand,  and  pronounced 
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something  I  rlicl  not  quite  catcli,  the  others  Lauding 
her  sentiment.  And  Saucy  was  there — resplendent 
in  her  briUiant  bronze  complexion  and  graceful  form. 
Fawn-like  she  approached  me,  and  after  pronouncing 
some  pretty  complimentj  took  my  gun  from  my  hand 
and  led  the  way  to  the  wiixwam  of  her  father.  Never 
was  guest  more  warmly  welcomed,  or  worn-out  hunter 
more  solicitously  guarded ;  and  truly  I  required  all 
this  consideration,  for  I  felt  that  my  frame  was 
thoroughly  demoralised,  so  yawned  and  gave  other 
indications  of  sleepiness  long  before  the  hour  for  re- 
tiring had  arrived. 

But  these  kind  simple  people  understood  my  want ; 
a  splendid  bearskin  was  spread  on  the  floor  for  a  bed, 
my  pack  placed  close  at  hand,  so  ere  the  second 
pipe  had  been  consumed,  I  was  away,  far  away  in 
distant  lands,  at  least  in  dreams. 

Next  morning  I  learned,  from  the  old  chief,  that 
Antoine  had  returned  ;  he  did  not  forget  to  add,  ^'  He 
bad  white  man ;"  he  further  informed  me  that  he 
had  left  and  gone  off  north,  to  where  the  white  squaw 
lived  ;  further,  that  he  had  taken  Fatty-plumpy  with 
him,  whom  the  old  man  vowed  he  had  stolen.  Still, 
he  added,  if  he  was  kind  to  her,  he  could  forgive  him, 
for  she  was  better  as  his  squaw  than  as  an  Indian's. 

I  had  remarked  the  girl's  absence,  but  did  not 
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choose  to  take  notice  of  it,  for  fear  mv  interest 
might  bo  misconstrued.  From  tlie  estimate  I  had 
formed  of  her  character  I  did  not  think  that  much 
inducement  would  be  required  to  cause  lier  to  elope ; 
but  I  felt  certain  her  future  life  would  have  been 
far  happier  if  she  had  united  herself  to  one  of  her 
own  race.  Poor,  fat,  chubby,  impulsive  child,  I 
feared  she  had  made  a  sorry  bed,  from  wliicli  she 
was  never  likely  to  be  able  to  muster  sufficient  re- 
solution  to  tear  herself. 

But  who"  was  this  white  squaw  I  had  heard  so  often 
mentioned  ?  To  all  my  inquiries  I  get  one  answer, 
*' Missionary  squaw."  Can  it  be  possible  for  a  white 
woman  to  be  so  self-sacrificin£!:  as  to  dwell  alone  in 
these  wilds  ? 

Antoine's  sudden  return  and  as  rapid  disappear- 
ance witliout  visltinix  i"^»  struck  me  as  stranfje. 
What  could  it  portend  ?  My  late  residence  was  no 
secret,  and  he  might  have  learnt  it  if  he  desired. 
Lonij  I  brooded  and  tliouo;lit  over  the  matter,  and 
was  still  more  deeply  involved  in  mystery  afterwards 
than  before. 

For  an  extremely  moderate  remuneration — in  fact, 
at  first  he  positively  refused  to  listen  to  any  proposal 
of  payment  for  the  service — the  old  chief  agreed 
to  transport  myself.  Sugar,  and  all  my  belongings  to 
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tlic  shanty,  and  send  my  canoe,  \vliicli  liad  now  been 
thorourrlily  repaired,  across  the  porta (^e. 

Biddhig  all  farewell.  Cariboo  promising  to  join  me 
in  a  few  days,  wc  embarked  on  board  one  of  the 
large  family  crafts,  and  soon  doubled  the  point,  and 
threading  the  intricacies  of  the  river,  beautiful  in 
its  solitude,  ever  varying,  ever  changing,  ever  lovely 
sunset  soon  brought  us  in  view  of  our  hut,  over 
which  truly  hung  an  air  of  desolation. 

When  back  some  days,  the  old  shanty  and  its  little 
surrounding  clearing  looked  as  cheerful  as  ever* 
What  is  it  that  imparts  such  an  air  of  comfort  to  it 
now  we  are  returned  ?  Well,  I  will  tell  vou — 
that  clear  white  wreath  of  smoke  ascendinn;  from 
the  chimney  does  the  whole  thing ;  it  is  the  finish- 
ing touch  to  the  picture,  life  to  the  body  it  inha- 
bits. My  Indian  friends,  although  I  have  now  re- 
turned some  days,  have  not  yet  departed  for  their 
home.  Of  course  they  are  my  guests  and  live  at  my 
expense  ;  for  none  so  far  have  done  anything  in  the 
shape  of  hunting,  except  it  be  to  dawdle  an  hour 
or  two  away  by  the  river,  and  return  at  its  termina- 
tion with  a  string  of  trout.  Feeding  them  I  must  not 
be  imagined  for  a  moment  to  grudge,  they  would  do 
as  much  for  me ;  but  half  a  dozen  Red-skins,  inde- 
pendent of  my  own  family  circle,  within  the  confined 
limits  of  my  dwelling,  tries  ventilation  rather  hard. 
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The  first  night  I  put  up  with  it,  I  was  too  tired  to 
bo  fast  ill  ious ;    but   the  second   was    more   than   I 
could   bear ;    it   recalled   vividly   one   never  to    bo 
forgotten — that  succeeding  our  landing  in  the  Gulf 
of  Petuli    to   invest   the   Taku  Forts.     The   whole 
encampment  was  a  swamp  of  the  most  dismal  kind, 
sticky  and   clammy  as  a  paddy-field  that  had  just 
absorbed  the  water  with  which  it  had  been  flooded. 
The    rain    fell    in     one    uninterrupted    drenching 
down-pour,  soaking  everything  from  food  to  cloth- 
ing;   while   the    wind,   although    not    particularly 
high,  was   sufficiently  so  to  prevent  a  tent  standing, 
where  it  could  not  obtain  the  support  of  well-braced 
storm-ropes ;  but  that  was  impossible,  for  the  earth  was 
without  consistency,  and  pegs  seemed  to  be  extracted 
from  it  even  with  greater  facility  than  the  mallet 
drove  them  down. 

The  prospect  of  a  night  exposed  to  such  weather 
was  very  far  from  pleasant,  but  there  appeared  to 
be  no  alternative.  As  an  old  forager  I  was  ex- 
pected to  devise  some  plan  to  lessen  our  misery ;  in 
fact,  if  I  had  failed  to  do  so,  I  felt  convinced  I 
should  wondrously  sink  in  the  estimation  of  those 
that  surrounded  me.  But  I  believed  that  I  was  over- 
taxed, and  that  only  some  unseen  stroke  of  good  luck 
could  save  me.  Leaving  the  conclave  of  miserables, 
I  poked  about  in  every  direction.  Examining  critically 
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the  j limbic  of  stones  and  mud  that  had  once  formed 
liuman  habitations,  hoping-  material  mii^lit  even  be 
found  to  make  a  Hoor,  and  possiblyan  overhead  shelter ; 
but  long  was  my  search  fruitless.  At  length  trying  to 
disenmiw  an  old  beam,  which  doubtless  had  at  one  time 
done  duty  for  a  rafter,  from  amid  the  (//hria  in  which 
it  was  partially  imbedded,  I  discovered  an  aperture, 
which,  on  being  enlarged,  exposed  an  entrance  to  a 
pig-stye.  On  examination  I  found  it  possessed  a 
roof  which  could  be  made  water-  tight  by  spreading 
over  it  one  or  two  tents ;  but  the  floor  was  filthy,  the 
dirtiest  family  of  pigs  in  all  China  must  have  i)os- 
sessed  it  for  ii  domicile  thiough  many,  many  suc- 
cessive cjenerations. 

Calling  my  servant  and  some  of  the  men,  we 
shovelled  out  the  di'hris,  hoping  to  get  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  richly  manured  soil  ;  but  such  was 
a  fruitless  job,  for  the  earth  was  saturated,  not 
for  a  few  inches,  but  I  believe  to  the  depth  of 
an  ordinary  grave.  However,  the  place,  bad  as  it 
was,  was  better  than  the  open  swamp,  so  I  had 
several  bales  of  forage  brought  in  and  deeply 
strewed  on  the  floor.  Over  this  came  our  water- 
proofs, and  the  eight  or  nine  brother  officers  who 
crowded  into  the  stye's  limited  space,  voted  me  a 
good  fellow  and  a  prince  among  old  campaigners. 
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It  Avns  no  use  boiiirr  fastidious  ;  cacli  tliouixlit  he  per- 
ceived scnietliing  highly  objectionable  to  liis  sen- 
sitive nose,  but  believin^f  tliat  prejudice  in  oceu- 
pyint;  a  tenement  which  liad  been  tlevoted  to  such 
a  purpose  had  much  to  do  with  it,  said  )\otlnnf]r  on 
the  subject.  Before  midni^lit  tlie  trum])oting  of 
numerous  nasal  organs  prochumed  that  all  had  en- 
tered dreamland. 

The  reveille  sounded  at  the  usual  hour ;  prompt  to 
the  call  all  sprung  up  ;  but,  oh  !  the  smell  that  greeted 
them.  To  stand  it  now  they  had  returned  from 
oblivious  sleep  was  impossible,  so  forth  each  rushed 
as  he  had  risen  from  his  couch.  ^Salt  pork  was 
unfortunately  among  our  rations;  for  months  after- 
wards I  never  looked  at  a  piece  of  it  without  remem- 
bering its  producers  were  cousins,  English  or  Ame- 
rican, to  th'^  very  dirty  creatures  that  inhabited  the 
stye  on  the  Gulf  of  Petuli. 

AYell,  such  was  the  smell,  at  least  it  was  a  gentle, 
although  undeniable  reminder  of  the  past,  that 
saluted  my  nostrils  when  I  awoke  the  second  morn- 
ing, so  I  forthwith  made  fresh  regulations  in  my 
household,  that  with  exceptiqn  of  the  chief  and  his 
daughter,  the  remainder  of  the  escort  should  sleep 
out-doors. 

No  way  disconcerted  at  my  decision,  they  in  a  few 
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hours  had  built  a  very  snug  bough-liousc  al)OUt  a 
hundred  yards  from  the  shanty,  and  seemed  to  enjoy 
its  shchcr  witli  tho  greatest  amount  of  satisfaction. 

After  tho  habit  of  such  estabHshments  they  always 
had  an  ample  blazing  fire  going,  which  at  night 
showed  ofT  the  dark  ligures  that  crouched  about  it, 
and  caused  lights  and  shadows  to  flit  or  dance  around 
that  would  have  delighted  the  eye  of  any  artist, 

I  should  have  been  pleased  if  the  old  chief  and 
Ills  child  had  joined  this  coterie,  but  the  old  aristocrat 
showed  no  inclination  to  do  so,  and  as  I  had  not  been 
above  sharing  his  wigwam,  it  would  have  been  a  case 
of  base  ingratitude  on  my  part  to  propose  such  v. 
tiling  to  him  ;  however,  the  same  consideration  I  did 
not  show  for  Master  Sugar,  as  tho  breath  of  three 
mature  persons  I  considered  was  as  much  as  a  sliant^', 
twelve  feet  by  eight,  could  stand,  if  due  respect  was 
paid  to  sanitary  considerations. 
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Pautial  as  I  am  to  shootini^,  tlicro  are  many  days 
that,  altlu)un;li  I  take  my  <^un  witli  mc,  for  you  never 
know  in  a  wild  country  wlicn  it  may  be  required,  I  go 
forth  simply  for  a  wander  and  to  enjoy  tlie  brilliant 
woodland  scenery,  or  to  study  the  liabits  and  watch 
the  eccentricities  of  animal  life. 

It  is  not  unusual,  at  least  I  have  known  it  so 
Ixjfore,  to  have  a  short  space  of  Indian  summer  as  a 
forerunner  of  the  season  properly  so  called. 

It  was  exactly  such  a  day,  the  wind  gentle  but 
plaintive,  the  sky  overcast,  a  smoky  appearance  in 
the  atmosphere,  while  the  sun  resembled  an  immense 
red  wafer  stuck  in  the  sky.  As  I  had  not  been  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river  for  some  time  I  determined  to 
pay  it  a  visit,  as  it  had  been  undisturbed  by  the  ac- 
cession to  my  settlement.  Taking  the  canoe,  I  paddled 
across  the  pool,  leaving  it  there  for  my  return. 

VOL.  II.  0 


18 


LONE   MFK  : 


I  .struck  out  a  newrouti',  ami  soon  ^lot  tlir()n«j:li  tlio 
lieavilv-tiuiltcivd  laud  that  luandued  i\\v.  stivaui : 
then  asciMuK'd  sonic  very  <i;radual  slopes,  and  ulti- 
mately cauic  ou  a  lar<^c  opening  which  uudouhtcdly 
had  iH'cu  caused  hy  a  forest  fire,  for  it  was  still 
covei'i'd  with  iuuunierahle  raui-piUes,  the  le:dless, 
liuihless  rouaius  of  pine  trees,  which  iiuj)art  to  the 
landscape,  of  all  thin<^s  J  am  aware  (»f,  the  most  dis- 
mal appearance.  The  overgrowth  of  brush,  which 
usually  in  such  situations  is  dense,  was  liere  rather 
Sparse,  while  ^rass  in  many  places  r^rew  thick, 
close,  short,  and  abundant.  A  thorough  solitude 
rei^'ued  o\'er  the  entire  waste,  imparting  to  it  a 
ghost-like  stillness.  Such  surroundin<^s  are  always 
food  for  thoiight,  but  frcncrally  of  a  very  dismal 
kind,  and  the  gloomy  depressing  atni()sj)here  was 
not  calculated  to  dispel  them.  I  had  almost  made  up 
my  mind  to  retire  and  leave  the  })lacc  to  the  evil 
spirit  that  apparently  liad  it  in  its  keeping,  when  I 
heard  the  crashing  of  branches  not  over  a  hundred 
yards  off.  "^  There  goes  or  comes,"  thought  I,  "  the 
gnome  of  this  retreat,"  determined  cither  to  give  me 
a  wide  berth,  or  to  dispute  my  right  of  intrusion. 

Instead  of  carrying  out  my  intentions  of  bolting, 
with  the  obstinacy  peculiar  to  my  race,  I  sat  down 
on   a  fallen  log,  hoping  at  all  events  to  have  my 
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luiriusity  ^ratiiioil.  A^^iiii  uiul  a^^alu  came  the  noise 
of  tlie  crasliin^  and  bi'i'akiu^'  of  boiiohs,  ultiinately 
foIlowtMl  l)v  t!u'  i^nmt  of  a  hiill-iuoosi'.  As  tlu'  souikI 
told  that  tht'  animal  wns  ^^ohi^  from  nic,  1  followed 
it,  still  keeping  in  the  open,  ami  at  lengtii  had  the 
satisfaction  to  see  a  sijlendid  fellow,  caiTviiii:  a  ma""- 
nificent  head  of  horns,  :nid  hlaek  almost  as  niylit  in 
his  coat,  ^valk  into  the  clear  <j;ronnil  ahout  a  humhvd 
and  fifty  yards  to  my  front.  From  tlie  course  he 
was  takini;  I  knew  he  nuist  soon  wind  me,  so  I  jj-ot 
npon  a  loi;  to  watch  his  moyements.  His  maimer 
■was  that  of  a  hnlly  spoiling  for  a  li^lit,  for  he  shook 
his  head  defiantly  as  if  challen<j;in<'"  or  about  to  luake 
a  pass  at  an  imaginary  foe,  stopping  eyery  few 
paces  to  gaze  around,  as  if  desirous  of  meeting  or 
discoyeriim*  somethinix  worthy  on  which  to  blootl  his 
yirgin  stiletto-i)ointed  tines. 

At  leniith  the  moose  canjiht  my  wind,  in  a  few 
moments  afterwards  his  eye  detected  me ;  for  some 
minutes  he  stood  as  if  considering  the  propriety  of 
giying  nie  battle;  but  after -thought  gained  the 
mastery,  and  the  braggart  trotted  off,  doubtless 
resolying  to  make  up  for  his  disa})pointment  by 
])unishing  with  additional  scycrity  the  next  of  his 
o\yn  sex  and  race  he  encountered. 

The  day  was  destined  to  be  productiye  of  infor- 
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iiiatl(m,  for  the  nuioso  lind  scarcely  left  my  Hi^jlit, 
wlicii  fi'imi  tlic  elevated  |>()siti«)n  which  I  still  re- 
tained, I  oliserved  close  to  Die  a  iiiovement  ainon^ 
a  small  cliiuij)  of  hriers  and  lia/el ;  in  a  few  seconds 
nfti'rwards  a  (\inadian  lynx,  better  known  here  hy 
tlic  name  of  i»eshoo,  hounded  jiast,  retraced  his  steps, 
and  continued  to  hunt  backwards  and  forwards,  as 
if  endeavouring  to  pick  up  a  scent  which  it  had  lost. 
Soon  after  it  was  joined  l»y  ji  companion,  and  the 
pair  doubled  and  quartered  the  ground  over  and  over 
ai^aln.  At  lenfjjth  they  flushed  a  pack  of  sj^ruco- 
^'rouse,  out  of  whosc^  lunnbers  I  have  litth*  doubt 
they  each  secured  n,  victim. 

The  C^inadian  lynx  must  not  be  confused  with 
the  bay  lynx  or  lucifee,  for  althour^h  botli  are 
carnivorous,  they  are  totally  different  animals.  The 
former  resembles  the  old  world  Ivnx:  the  latter,  if 
it  were  not  for  its  abbreviated  tail,  is  verv  like  the 
European  wild-cat,  and  from  this  resemblance  doubt- 
less owes  the  name  of  wild-cat,  by  which  it  is  uni- 
versally known  to  the  settlers. 

The  j)esho(),  althoui^h  standing  twenty  inches  at 
the  shoulder,  is  a  timid  creature,  confining  its  depre- 
dations to  liarcs,  grouse,  s([uirrels,  and  such  small 
game.  It  possesses  a  beautiful  soft  fawn-coloured 
coat,  large  tufts  at  the  extremity  of  its  cars,  a  small 
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l/ut  vicioiis-loukin;^'  \\viu\j  a  sliiu  body,  with  iij>n;;ht, 
jiowi-rful,  luMvy  limhs,  tcmiiiiatcil  l)y  I'Nlivnifly 
larp;L'  cusliioiuMl  fii't.  With  tlio  oxciptiou  of  tlu' 
huiitiii;^-loi)|);u'(l,  I  very  iniicli  doiiht  if  tlu'iv  is  an 
aniiiiMl  ill  oxistciico  so  swift  in  iiwikiii^  tliivo  or 
four  Hiicccssivo  hounds  upon  its  proy, 

I)oul)tless  it  would  attack  uiaU)  if  conuMvd,  and 
unaldo  to  oscapo  otherwise,  yet  it  is  really  very 
sljy,  and  is  so  fraiiiK*  in  eonstruetlon  that  a  sharj) 
blow  aeross  the  loins  is  almost  certain  to  break  its 
back. 

From  their  keen  sense  of  hearing  and  acute  jiowers 
of  scent,  althoun;h  far  from  scarce,  tlu-y  are  not  often 
aeon.  Keport  says  tlu'y  are  most  affectionate  parents; 
doubtless  these  latter  <j;ood  (jualities,  and  their  scru- 
pulous cleanliness  of  c(jat,  have  endeared  them  to 
me,  for  as  special  favourites  I  rci^ard  them. 

Their  pr()«^eny,  from  personal  ex[)eriencc,  I  can- 
not say  much  in  favour  of.  Possibly  the  two  1  pos- 
sessed were  too  old  before  capture  ;  but  moi'e  spiteful, 
relentless,  unforgiving  fiends  1  never  previously  met, 
and  worst  of  all  they  persistently  refused  to  take  food, 
so  died,  giving  me  all  my  labour,  coaxing,  and  anxiety 
for  nothing.  However,  I  have  heard,  in  fact  know, 
that  such  is  not  always  the  result,  and  that  when  once 
they  are  reconciled  to  captivity,  they  bccom*^  much 
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attached  to  tlieir  owner,  and  almost  rival  a  dofr  in 
sai^acitv,  l)iit  one  weakness  tliey  arc  never  able  to 
overt'onie,  viz.,  heinii;  death  npon  poultry. 

I  let  the  lynxes  ii;aiii;  their  i^ait,  and  happy  in 
haviiiii;  the  pleasure  of  niMkini;'  their  acquaintance,  I 
pursued  my  wny  homewards. 

Carihoo  I  found  was  there.  On  his  way  across  the 
portage,  he  had  killed  a  deer,  which  already  had 
been  packed  into  camp,  and  lariije  portions  of  it  sput- 
tered over  the  camp-fire,  a  whill' of  its  odour  f^ivin*:^ 
me  quite  an  a])petite.  \\\  addition  to  the  venison  he 
liad  added  to  our  larder  a  brace  of  remarkably  fine 
beavers.  So  for  supper  we  enjoyed  that  delicacy  of 
the  Western  Indian  countr}' — beaver-tails  stewed  with 
a  little  pork,  the  ixravy  beini^  tliickened  with  flour. 
The  result  was  a  most  delicious  dish.  At  our 
cvenin<j;  meal  Cariboo  informed  me  that  he  has 
discovered  a  couple  of  dams  up  the  tributary  that 
flows  into  the  river  above  the  shantv,  and  that  in 
both  are  ])lenty  of  inlial)itants.  So,  desiring  tc  learn 
more  of  the  hal)its  of  these  interesting  rodents,  we 
liave   arrann-ed  to   visit    the   nhicc   too;ether    if    the 
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weather  be  propitious  in  the  morning. 

There  arc  beautiful  and  superbly  beautiful  sun- 
rises, this  Avas  the  latter.  The  course  of  the  river 
was  free,  a  very  rare  occurrence  before  nine  o'clock^ 
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of  tlie  (Iraj)ery  of  mist  that  irau/e-like  floats  over  its 
surface,  and  tlie  foliage  from  a  few  sliarp  nii^ht- 
frosts  was  truly  mai»;niti('ent.  Not  so  pnnumcr  as  it 
will  be  later  in  the  season,  but  so  soft  and  blended  as  to 
cause  it  to  look  aerial.  A  slight  of  one  such  inorniiiir 
ill  these  woodland  solitudes  is  worth  a  vear  of  travel; 
an  ample  reward  for  all  the  discomforts  and  incon- 
venience of  dwelling  bevond  civilisation. 

The  dense  woodland,  where  the  <riant  l)inc,  erect 
Jiendock,  and  twisted  cedar  struiru'le  with  each  other 
for  the  occupation  of  (.'very  inch  of  soil,  is  not  the 
])lace  to  see  the  soft  tintini^'s  of  autunui,  for  these 
lords  of  the  forest  are  ever  clothed  in  their  dark 
sond)i*e  drapery  of  harsh  li^reen,  but  alon^  the  bed  of 
the  river,  or  on  the  edii;e  of  the  barrens,  where  the 
hardwoods  have  succeeded  in  establish inir  a  settle- 
ment, out  comes  tlie  glory  of  colouring,  wliich  1  could 
uhnost  credit  to  the  brush  of  fairies. 

Proceeding  directly  south,  we  did  not  rest  till  the 
Darren  M-as  gaine^l ;  here,  from  the  country  being 
()})en,  the  frost  appeared  to  have  taken  more  effect, 
the  maples,  birches,  and  mountain-ash  foliage  having 
become  eitlier  a  bright  straw  colour,  or  a  soft  brown, 
v.hile  the  sumach,  oak,  and  whortleberry  are  tip})ed  with 
scarlet,  and  the  larch  with  gold ;  the  asters  and  golden- 
rods,  not  having  lost  their  beauty,  in  no  small  degree 
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assist  tlic'cliarinlnfi'iy?^^  eusonb/e.  Ivcstini^asmucli  for 
breath — for  Master  Carlhoo  always  obli^^cs  me  to  out- 
pace myself  to  keep  up  with  liim — as  to  admire  tlie 
cliaruis  tliat  surrouuded  me,  I  observed  hirge  flights 
of  jdover,  liovering  in  tlieir  ever-clianging  fantastic 
lio'ures.  The  want  of  small  sliot  j)reveiite(l  my  eii- 
deavourlni:^  to  get  within  range  of  these  lovely  birds. 
Tlu'ough  a  swamp,  almost  impassable,  and  over  a 
ridge  steej)  and  rugged  as  the  sides  of  Ben  Arthur, 
brought  us  to  a  lovely  little  sequestered  valley, 
through  the  centre  of  which  flowed  a  calm,  clear 
rivulet.  Half  a  mile  above  where  we  struck  its 
margin,  the  stream  spread  out  into  a  miniature  lake, 
this  expansion  of  water  being  caused  by  a  dam  whose 
constructi(jn  would  doubtless  be  attributed  to  beavers, 
by  those  who  wish  to  believe  in  the  animal's  eniil- 
neering  abilities,  but  to  my  eye  simply  the  result  of 
a  block  prcxluced  by  the  superabundance  of  drhris 
washed  down  in  tlie  spring  freshets.  At  the  first 
glance  ii^•c  beaver-houses  were  conspicuous,  and, 
as  our  approach  had  been  very  guarded  and  up- 
wind, two  of  their  inhabitants  were  seen  slowlv 
swimmino;  about,  one  with  a  bouo'li  in  its  mouth 
upwards  of  a  yard  long.  As  this  creature  was 
within  easy  shot,  I  fired;  in  a  moment  the  water 
boiled  around  it  from  the  cnercry  of  its  dyino;  strun-o-le, 
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and  ere  tlio  smoke  from  my  i!;im  liad  drlftod  away 
life  had  become  extinct.  I>ut  llie  report  had  made  a 
stran/^e  and  startling  aUeratioii  in  the  previous  soli- 
tude, for  every  bunch  of  rushes,  every  }ard  of  swamj) 
seemed  to  have  sent  forth  a  messenirer,  for  duck  after 
duck,  in  Inindreds,  ke})t  risino;  as  far  up  the  course  of 
the  stream  as  I  could  see,  each  calling  iu  their  sliarj), 
liarsli  note,  as  if  warning  others  of  the  Intruder's 
vicinity,  or  ex[)ressing  regret  that  their  morning 
slumbers  should  so  I'uthlessly  be  disturbed.  Ijut, 
leavinii  the  broad-bills  to  take  care  of  themselves, 
after  following  the  course  of  the  stream  a  few  yards, 
my  attendant  came  to  one  of  lils  traps,  and  in 
it  was  a  pri/c ;  further  uj),  at  the  second  dam,  lie 
had  the  same  luck,  thus  securing  as  a  return  for 
our  labour  three  beavers.  Some  years  back,  when 
hats  were  made  from  the  pelt  of  this  animal,  in  a 
pecuniary  sense  such  fortune  would  have  l)cen 
deemed  a  o-reat  stroke  of  luck :  but,  from  incessant 
persecution  at  that  period,  they  were  much  scarcer 
than  at  the  present  date.  Change  of  fashions,  or 
man's  ingenuity  in  discovering  a  substitute  in  silk, 
out  of  which  to  fabricate  our  head-gear,  the  beaver 
family  should  truly  be  thankful  for.  Where  the 
margin  of  the  stream  became  rocky,  the  ferns, 
mosses,  and  seedlings  of  various  trees  were  tramped 
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down  l)y  tlic  constant  passaf^e  of  those  aquatic 
animals  to  and  from  their  favourite  liaunts,  and  par- 
tially or  entirely  barked  limbs  of  osier,  willow,  and 
birch  btrewed  the  <j;ruund  on  every  side. 

The  mode  of  trap[)inii;  beaver  is  not  understood  by 
all.  A  few  words  on  the  subject  might  be  accept- 
able. 

The  trnp  Is  not  jdaccd  upon  land,  but  sub- 
merged in  the  brook  or  lake  near  a  place  that  shows 
evidence  of  its  fre(|uently  being  used  for  landing  when 
the  game  is  about  to  procecfl  inland  in  search  of  food. 
Thus,  according  to  depth  of  water,  the  trap  may  be 
sunk  from  a  few  inches  to  a  couple  of  feet,  and  over 
it,  attached  by  a  string,  floats  a  ])iece  of  chewed  or 
pounded  osier  smeared  over  with  castoreum.  This 
substance,  which  is  of  a  greasy  nature  and  orange 
colour,  is  obtained  from  two  sacs  situated  at  the 
root  of  the  animal's  tail.  The  smell  that  .'t  pro- 
duces seems  to  ha^•e  the  same  effect  on  beavers  as 
valerian  on  cats,  for  immediately  it  is  scented  the 
otherwise  wary  ([uadruped  plays  round  about  it,  the 
result  being  that  one  or  other  of  its  legs  is  certain  to 
get  caught.  But  the  beaver  is  not  ignorant  apparently 
of  what  trouble  is  in  store  for  him  when  discovered 
by  the  hunter,  so  frequently  gnaws  off  its  foot  to 
obtain  release. 
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One  siicli  lesson  as  this  would  be  supposed  to  make  a 
lastiuii;  impression,  andtliatcastoreuiu  would  in  future 
be  carefully  f^iven  a  wide  berth  ;  but  "  once  caui,dit, 
twice  shy"  is  not  here  ap])licable,  for  it  is  no  uncom- 
mon circumstance  to  secure  a  captive  wlio  a  day  or 
two  previously  had  amputated  one  of  his  own  members. 

The  beaver-house  externally  is  a  very  r()U<;h  affair, 
internally  iu  is  wondrously  snug  aiul  scrupulously 
clean,  there  being  a  large  wide  passage,  in  which  the 
animal  shakes  itself  previously  to  entering  the  dormi- 
tory. 

Independent  of  the  dwelling  erected  by  their  in- 
genuity, each  family  of  beavers  has  another  sanctum, 
which,  however,  I  think  is  rarely  used,  except  in 
cases  of  great  danger ;  this  is  a  subterraneous  pas- 
sage, the  entrance  to  which  is  under  water,  and  run- 
ning up  inland  sometimes  as  much  as  thirty  feet. 

Among  other  qualities  as  well  as  ingenuity,  this 
interestinn;  rodent  does  not  live  from  hand  to  mouth, 
but  lays  up  a  stock  of  edibles  for  winter  use  ;  this 
generally  consists  of  short  sticks  of  poplar  and  cedar, 
which  are  submerged  in  the  mud,  frequently  several 
feet  beneath  the  surface  of  the  water,  their  depth 
preventing  them  becoming  frozen,  and  therefore 
remain  always  fit  for  use  even  in  the  severity  of  a 
northern  winter. 
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CHAPTER  111. 


While  I  was  searching  about,  amusing  myself  in- 
vestigating anything  that  struck  my  fancy,  my  com- 
panion left  me  to  visit  a  mink-trap.  lie  had  not  been 
absent  above  twenty  minutes,  when  the  sharj)  report 
of  his  gun  re^'erberated  from  tree  and  hillside.  I 
felt  convinced  that  it  was  large  game,  for  Cariboo 
was  too  careful  of  his  ammunition  to  expend  it  on 
aught  else,  unless  told  to  do  so ;  so,  picking  up  my 
gun,  I  rushed  off  to  join  in  the  sport,  if  any  was  to  be 
had.  I  had  nearly  gained  the  place  where  I  had  noted 
the  puff  of  smoke  hang — very  much  out  of  breath  with 
my  unwonted  exertion — when  I  almost  ran  against  a 
three-quarter-grown  bear.  Which  was  most  asto- 
nished I  couh^  not  say,  but  Bruin  recovered  his  pre- 
sence 0  7  iiU'i  nit-t,  for  before  I  got  my  double-barrel 
to  my  tiiii'U^''' '■  ':*i  was  out  of  sight  in  the  bush  of 
swamp-ulder  \Miiuii  here  was  unfortunately  very  dense. 
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I  raised  my  voice  and  shouted.  A  wlilstle  answered 
mc.  This  I  knew  was  expressive  of  a  desire  for  nio 
to  he  silent,  and  to  say  tliat  other  <:;\\nc  was  dose. 
However,  I  stealtliily  wound  my  way  from  where 
it  came,  and  ultimately  detected  the  fur  cap  of  my 
associate  over  the  ed<;e  of  a  j^iant  windfall.  PV)m 
the  steady,  unmovini;  position  of  his  head,  I  took 
warning,  and,  therefore,  instead  of  advancing,  as 
heretofore,  crawled  u])on  all  fours  to  his  side. 

However,  not  a  word  could  I  get  from  him  ;  when 
I  whispered,  a  pantomimic  movement  of  the  hand 
entreated  me  to  silence.  Once  I  attempted  to  raise 
myself,  but  gently  I  was  pressetl  down.  At  length  I 
was  on  the  edij-e  of  mutinv  and  about  to  sav  some 
naughty  words,  when  Cariboo  dashed  down  his  cap 
and  gave  vent  to  his  wratli  by  uttering  two  or  three 
expressions  scarcely  suitable  to  insert  for  the  reader's 
edification  ;  then  he  continued,  "  The  terriblest, 
biiJ!:iT;est  bear  I  most  ever  seed  ;  but  he  liono  now  ;  he 
know  too  much." 

On  further  inquiry,  I  found  that  he  had  come 
across  a  young  cariboo,  which  he  had  killed  ;  but 
while  in  the  act  of  reloadinii:,  discovered  this  vener- 
able  bear  hanoiuix  about,  doubtless  with  an  eve  to  vcni- 
son,  the  youngster  I  came  across  being  unquestionably 
one  of  the  old  vixen's  hopeful  progeny.     After  some 
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trouljlo,  wc  £T()t  our  tr()j)liy  suspended,  wliicli  was 
scjirculy  nioi'c  than  half  grown,  and  liad  a  tri'UK'ndous 
open  wound  acn>ss  the  liani  of  the  left  leg.  liruin 
<loul)tless  was  tiie  culprit  to  whom  tlie  laceration 
should  be  attril)uted. 

1  feel  convinced  that  a   fair  sliot,   witli    ordinary 
perseverance,  could  at   this  season  of  the  year  shoot 
three  or  four   hears  weekly.     In  whatever  direction 
you  choose  to  go  evidence  of  their  presence  is  con- 
spicuously    thrust     before    you,    especially     where 
whortleberries  and  raspberries  grow ;  in  fact,  in  many 
places  srpiare  yards  of  surface  among  such  bushes  are 
bare  or  covered  with  leaves  and  broken  limbs,  as   if 
the  devourers,  not  satisfied  with  gratifying  their  a[)pe- 
tites,  endeavoured  to  do  as  much  damage  as  ])ossible. 
A  sharp  quick  tramp  of  an  hour  and  a  half  brought 
us  so  close  to  home  that  I  could  hear  the  click,  click  of 
Sugar's  axe  as  he  cut  away  at  the  wood-pile,  in  order 
to  have  a  necessary  supply  of  fuel  ready  on  the  hun- 
ters' return.     This  was  the  lad's  invariable  practice  ; 
for  afterwards,  if  we  had  anything  to  narrate,  any  ad- 
venture to  discuss,  nothing  could  have  got  the  boy 
beyond    ear-shot.      So    thorough  was  he  a  hunter 
at  heart,  that  next  to  actually  being  engaged  in  the 
chase,   his   greatest   pleasure  in  life  was  to  hear  it 
spokeu  of. 

I  have  often  watched  this  child's  usually  stolid 
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iVatiiivs  liL'roiiu'  (juitc  aiiiinntod,  lils  liaiids  cliitcli 
each  otlitM*,  and  liis  loii^  lialf-closLMi  cyivs  dilati',  wluMi 
a  rciK'ontiv  with  a  ln'ar  or  thi'  chase  of  a  hiilYali) 
was  (loscril)ed ;  and  sonu'timrs  when  a  haird)ivadth 
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Speaker's  side,  as  it  ea<^oi' 
nttcred. 

There  is  scarcely  a  sport  I  know  of  that  affords  me 
more  pleasnre  than  moose  callini:,  the  only  ohjeotion 
I  can  uri^e  against  it  Ix'ing  that  I  am  compelled  to 
take  a  companion  with  nie:  for  althon^h  I  can  make 
one  or  two  of  the  rc([nired  notes  fairly,  I  am  still 
very  far  from  an  accomjjlished  caller,  '^riins  the 
])leasuro  to  be  enjoyed  from  the  solitude  of  the 
barren,  the  repose  that  rests  np(»n  the  lonely  forest 
lake,  or  tlie  sombre  shade  of  the  mannnoth  trees,  is 
iimcli  diminished.  Su<j;ar,  althono-h  scarcely  fifteen 
vears  of  ui^c,  with  that  extraordinary  power  of  imita- 
tion  wliicb  nearly  all  Indians  possess,  is  fairly  success- 
ful ;  but  Cariboo  I  believe  to  be  without  an  equal 
in  the  science  of  moose  callini;:.  Indeed,  very  few 
white  hunters  ever  attain  sufficient  excellence  to 
deceive  so  cautious  an  animal,  and  one  possessed 
of  such  an  exquisite  sense  of  hearini;'  as  this  giant 
monarch  of  the  woods,  more  especially  if  it  is  late  in 
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the   season,   or   wIumi  tlio   iu'I«:;lil)<nirlMtO(l   lias  l)C'cu 
(listurl»c(l  l>y  sportsnu'ii. 

AnotlicM'  advantage  attaclicil  to  shooting  moose  by 
tills  motliod  is  that  the  animals  aiv  in  jtrime  condition, 
their  horns  have  reiu-hed  maturity,  and  the  vulvet- 
like  (■oatlii'f  which  latclv  covered  them  has  dis- 
appeared,  the  tines  and  palmation  looking  smooth, 
fresh,  and  ready  to  do  execntion  npon  any  foe  that 
disputes  his  prowess,  or  interferes  with  his  love 
affairs. 

Moreover,  the  bracing  fresh  frosty  air  of  a  Sep- 
tember evening  so  pulls  you  together  that  the  tram[) 
to  your  scene  of  operations  is  most  enjoyable;  not 
sufficiently  cold  to  counteract  the  excitement  of 
hearing  the  gallant  quarry  advance  within  range, 
although  you  may  be  lying  full  length  upon  the  bare 
soil,  or  doubled  uj)  in  a  rocky  recess. 

For  some  days  I  had  discussed  the  propriety  of 
making  my  season's  (I'IjuI — for  my  Indians  report 
having  already  heard  moose  calling,  an  indication  that 
the  time  had  come  when  the  aid  of  the  birch-bark 
horn  could  successfully  be  em])l()yed — so  on  the 
evening  of  the  17tli  of  Sej)tember,  all  arrangements, 
such  as  the  casting  of  bullets,  cleaning  guns,  were 
made,  that  an  early  start  might  be  effected  on  tlie 
following  morning. 
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It  scarci'ly  sippoartMl  as  If  I  Iwnl  bi'i'ii  in  IkmI  ovor 
a  few  lioiirs  wIkmi  I  was  awoke  hy  Siiji^ar  and  Caiilxx) 
li<^htin<;  till'  fii'i',  in  order  to  warm  some  soup,  so  tliat 
wo  should  not  start  <m  an  empty  stomaeh.  If  we 
iiad  1)0011  near  civilisation  eolTeo  would  doid)tK'ssly 
have  been  selected  foi"  this  purpose;  hut  h't  me 
assure  all  that  a  greater  mistake  the  hunter  cannot 
he  ^nilty  of,  if  it  he  at  all  jjossihlo  to  ohtaiii  the 
former.  The  only  (lisadvanta<;e  exists  in  the  lenirth 
of  time  it  takes  to  make;  hut  then,  if  this  is  attended 
to  the  previous  day,  when  wanted  for  use  no  more 
delay  and  attention  is  refjuisite  than  would  be  required 
to  boil  water. 

On  tumblin<^  out  of  my  bunk  and  sticking  my 
head  through  our  primitive  door,  I  found  that  fortune 
had  truly  favoured  us;  for  scarcely  a  breath  of  wind 
moved  the  leaves,  and  although  there  was  a  slight 
mist,  still  there  was  a  very  clear  starlight.  Cariboo 
noted  the  expression  on  my  face,  and  smiling,  said : 
"First-class  morning  for  moose,  Caj);  guess  we  have 
l)lenty  meat  before  night ;"  and  I  felt  convinced  his 
prophecy  would  come  true. 

Unhampered  with  baggage  of  any  descri])tion,  save 
and  except  our  guns  and  ammunition,  we  left  the 
shanty  about  three,  followed  up  the  course  of  the 
river  for  half  a  mile,  then  struck  off  at  right-angles 
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tlinm^li  the  timliti*  laii«l  till  the  banvns  wore 
reached,  ahui;^  the  imI^o  of  which  we  proreccled  till 
the  waters  of  ii  solitaiy  and  imt  viTV  |>ietiires(|ii(' 
pond  were  in  view.      Durin;^^  all    tliis   tramp  ^earecly 
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II  word  was  niterelian;:;ecl  between  my  ennipanion  an( 
self,  Carihoo  Icadin/x  the  way  at  his  usiial  quicdv  hut 
silent  paee.  We  iiad  harely  halti'd  when  moose 
were  heard  upon  a  hi'ow  of  woodlaml  ah')nt  a  mile 
distant,  so  withont  delav  we  sought  and  iunnediatelv 
fonnd  an  admirahle  hidin^'-plaee  am<»n«^  some  /j;ranlte 
honlders  covered  with  rhodora,  now  hri^^ht  pink  in 
colonr  from  the  effects  of  the  late  frosts.  For  some 
minntes  my  associate  appean-d  enp;a«;ed  in  thon<;ht ; 
a^ain  and  a^ain  he  placed  the  horn  to  his  moiith  and 
removed  it,  as  if  uncertain  of  his  powers  tt>  accom- 
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)lisli  what  he  desired.     At  length  the  stranm*  i>lain- 
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tivo  note,  one  nnlike  anv  other  sound  1  know,  e( 
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over  the  huulscape.  After  a  pause  of  nearly  half  an 
lionr  it  was  repeated,  and  to  our  <^n'atilication  re- 
ceived a  res[)on.se ;  ai^aln,  after  some  delay,  the  call 
was  sounded,  mid  the  answer  received  came  from  an 
animal  close  at  hand,  so  close  that  it  startled  both 
of  us.  Cariboo  motioned  me  to  ^et  ready;  no  need 
of  that,  for  I  was  so.  A  teariuLr  of  briers  and  the 
breakinfi  of  bushes  now  became  distinctly  audible 
scarcely  fifty  yards  to  my  left;  in  an  instant  my  eye 
was  directed  to  the  sound,  and  loominix  hum'r  than 
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til)  <»\  a|n)(.'iuvtl  tlu'  niooso  coiiiin*^  >ti'j»ii:Iit  for  im  at 
:i  !«I:is|iiii^  trot.  In  a  iiiuinciit  iiiv  *j;iiii  spriiii;;  to  inv 
sliouMi'i',  ill  ra|>l«l  siu'i*oM,^i(iii  Itotli  Ijmi'Ii'Is  wlto  liivd 
Into  tho  ( ivatiire's  hrouMt,  >vlu»n  Hta^'^'crlni::  forward 
lie  fell  with  liis  lu'ad  In-lit  iimliT  liiiii. 

( )iir  <nian*v,  on  iiisjK'ctioii,  provnl  to  \n>  ii  vitv 
lar;;(',  lait  not  wi'll-fi-d  animal.  iln(l;:in;j;  fi*(»in  tin* 
narrowiU'SH  and  U'liirtli,  as  wi'il  as  tliiniu'ss  of  the 
|iaIniation  of  tlu»  antlri's.  Iu»  imist  liavi'  \)vvi\  cxtivnicly 
old.  So  ^ivat  liad  lii-cn  t'ho  forco  of  liis  fall,  that  the 
tiiK's  of  tho  K'ft  horn  wci'o  cdinpli'tcly  hnrlrd  in  tlu; 
hard  soil. 

At  the  |trojio>aI  of  thu  Indian,  wo  sliiftc*!  onr 
jiosition  to  the  hack  of  a  loij;  nearly  half  a  iniK*  from 
where  we  had  heen  pi'evioiisly  secreted;  this  we  had 
ahiindant  facilities  to  do  nnohservcd,  for  daN"  had  not 
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here   we   now    were  was  more  o))en, 


yet  not  nearly  so  imich  to  my  liking;  hut  J  made  no 
connnent,  f«)r  1  aiways  make  it  a  rule  to  leave  snch 
matters  to  the  Indians,  who  on  kindred  suhjects  are 
nnu'ii  better  (jnalilied  to  form  an  opinion  tlian  myself. 
This  time,  withont  hesitation,  the  Ived-skin  sounded 
his  note.  In  little  over  a  few  minntes  jui  answer 
was  retnrned,  followed  hy  the  distinct  sound  of  hroken 
honiihs,  evidentlv  cansed  hv  the  monarch  of  the  woods 
brushing  his   horns  against  the  dry  or  dead  timber 
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tliat  suitouikIlhI  liim.  A«^aln  anotlier  note  issued  from 
the  call  ;  this  time  the  grunt  of  recognition  was 
closer,  but,  from  the  lapse  of  time  that  had  occurred, 
it  was  evident  the  creature  was  in  no  great  hurry  to 
come  up,  or  suspicious  that  all  was  not  correct. 
Cariboo  now  })laced  his  horn  close  to  the  ground, 
and  uttered  a  long,  plaintive  iu)te.  This  had  the 
effect  of  l>rIni»;in<T  the  irame  closer,  but  s-veral  after 
efforts  failed  to  make  him  leave  the  shelter  of  some 
dead  ram-pikes  a  couple  of  hundred  yards  to  the 
right,  on  whose  sides  he  rattled  his  antlers  as  if 
venting  on  them  wrath  at  the  disappointment  he  had 
experienced  in  not  finding  a  mate. 

"  He  very  old  fox,  but  I  more  old  fox,"  said  my 
attendant,  concluding,  in  a  whisper,  "  You  wait  here ; 
I  soon  get  you  shot."  And  from  my  side  he  glided 
away  like  a  snake  ;  in  fact,  so  silent  was  his  retreat 
that  I  could  scarcely  realise  that  he  had  left  me. 
For  over  u  quarter  of  an  hour  I  remained  wondering 
what  was  to  occur  next,  the  only  sound  audible  being 
an  occasional  crash  among  the  dead  timber.  At 
length  a  plaintive  note  came  from  my  left,  to  which 
the  bull  grunted  a  response,  and  I  could  tell,  from  its 
distinctness,  he  was  making  for  it,  which  plan,  if 
followed  out,  would  bring  him  past  my  stand. 
Again  all  was  still,  when  a  second  note,  very  low  and 
very  soft,  received  another  grunt  in  answer,  the  dis- 
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tlnctncss  of  wliicli  assured  me  that  tlie  deer  was  much 
closer.  The  faiutest  tiu<j!;c  of  liijlit  iuilleated  break 
of  (lav,  and  distant  objects  were  beconiluii;  more 
clearly  defined.  Earnestly  I  fixed  my  eyes  on  where 
my  ear  told  me  the  last  sound  had  proceeded.  At 
length,  among  sonie  brush,  I  detected  a  move- 
ment ;  soon  after  made  out  the  outline  of  the  moos^e, 
but  so  well  was  he  sheltered  that  I  declined  firing, 
as  (piite  eighty  yards  intervened  between  us.  For- 
tunately, niy  patience  was  not  long  tried.  In  response 
to  another  note  from  Cariboo's  horn,  the  creature 
stepped  into  the  open,  and  I  fired.  At  the  first  shot  the 
animal  reared  and  lunged  forward,  (^uick  as  thought 
r  gave  him  the  second  l)arrel.  I  knew  I  had  not  missed, 
but  feared  the  ball  was  badly  placed ;  for  in  an  in- 
stant afterwards,  at  a  slashing  trot,  the  moose  dashed 
past  me.  Cariboo  I  had  almost  ceased  to  think  of, 
but  the  sharp  report  of  his  gun  brought  the  game 
headlono;  to  the  rn'ound.  for  in  its  course  it  had 
approached  his  retreat.  It  was  a  splendid  shot,  and 
well  worthv  of  beino;  recorded. 

This  moose  was  young,  and  in  magnificent  condi- 
tion, but  had  one  of  the  brow  points  broken  off  the 
antlers  close  to  the  base.  Cariboo,  pointing  this  out^ 
said,  "  That  why  he  coward,  frightened  to  come  up  ; 
he  expect  more  beating  from  ole  bull." 

Our  success,  the  glorious  sunrise,  the  bracing  walk 
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.  lionio,  made  us  botli  in  the  best  of  liinnours.  Every 
iiieideiit  of  the  two  l)attles  were  foiii!;ht  over  ai^aui, 
and  the  ju'aises  I  <^{ivv,  the  faithful  feUow  for  his  out- 
inano'uvrinf;"  tiie  hnt  l)ull  fell  on  his  ear  like  rain  on 
parehed  land. 

Of  the  audiieity  of  the  moose,  T  quote  the  follow- 
inuj  from  the  notes  of  Captain  J  lardy,  Iv.A.,  one  of 
the  best  of  sportsmen,  and  most  reliable  of  authorities 
on  this  subjeet : 

*'A    s])ortsnian,   aceompanied  by  an  Indian,   was 
inoose-eallinii;  on   .Nb)sher's  IJiver,   Nova  Seotia,  one 
mornini»  in  the  antiunn  of  LSi.w.     Th?v  were  on  a 
barren,  and  near  the  mar^'in  of  a  heavy  forest.     .V 
line  bull-moose  ciiuw:  up  to  the  call,  and  fell  to  the 
Indian's  iiun,  when  instantly  another  bull  emerged 
from  the  woods,  and  charged  at  the  prostrate  animal. 
A  second  bullet  brouu'lit  him  over,  and  he  fell  on  the 
body  of  what  had  probably  been  his  foe  of  the  season. 
''  A  settler  in  the  backwoods,  going  out  one  October 
evening  to  chop  ilrcwood  near  his  shanty  in  the  forest, 
lieard  a  bull-moose  '  haiuly.'     He   returned  for  liis 
gun,  and,  after  a  short  stalk  in  the  bushes,  obtained 
ii  sliot  at  the  moose,  au  animal  with  sujoerb  antlers, 
and  could  distinctly  see  he  had  hit  him  in  the  neck. 
There  he   stood  for  a  considerable  time,  while  the 
settler,  who  had  only  the  one    charge,    lay  in    the 
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l)us]ies;  fit  leiiiith  tlio  l)C';ist  turncMl  and  Icisurelv  walked 
away.  Tiic  man  wiis  uj)  l)L'tiim's  next  mornina',  and 
away  to  the  same  spot.  He  sawl)lo()(!,  and,  foUowiiio' 
the  trail  for  a  sliort  distance,  lieard  sonnds  irdieatinn- 
tlie  presence  of  moose,  llavini^  some  faint  idea  of 
cidlini:,  lie  pnt  a  ])ieee  of  bark  to  his  month,  and  i^ave 
the  note  of  the  bnll.  Answerinir  at  once,  a  fine 
moose  came  in  view,  wlien  he  fired,  and  this  time 
])rostrated  tlie  animal,  the  identical  one  shot  the 
eveniiiii'  before.  He  recoixnised  the  horns,  and  the 
wound  in  its  neck. 

^•A])ropos  of  this  subject,  the  followini^  extracts 
from  his  note-book,  kindly  placed  at  my  disposal  by 
^The  Old  Hunter,"  are  hio-hly  interestinu'  and  illus- 
trative.     He  savs: 

"'I  left  my  camp  on  Lake^Iooin  (the  lake  of  the 
bear),  Liscomb  liiver,  September,  ]8(")l),  in  company 
with  Peter,  Joe,  and  Stephen  as  my  Inrlian  hunters, 
intendinn;  to  cross  the  next  lake  to  the  southward  in 
a  canoe  which  we  had  there  secreted.  On  arrivinij 
at  the  lake,  we  found  the  wind  so  hirrli  that  it  was 
considered  altoo;etlier  unsafe  to  trust  ourselves  on  its 
waters  in  our  frail  barque.  About  five  o'clock  the 
wind  moderated,  but,  as  I  still  thought  that  we  could 
not  reach  my  old  calling-ground  on  the  (Opposite  side 
before  the  decline  of  the  sun,  I  determined  to  cross 
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to  a  narrow  neck  of  barren,  distant  from  us  by  water 
about  seven  hundred  yards.  After  various  perils,  we 
reached  the  sj)ot,  disembarked  among  tlie  rocks,  fixed 
a  place  for  the  calling-ground  should  the  night  be 
calm,  collected  our  bedding  of  sj)ruce-boughs  picked 
in  a  neighbouring  swamp,  and,  releasing  our  blankets 
from  their  corciings,  prej)ared  for  supper.  Suddenly 
all  was  still ;  the  wintl  had  gone  down,  and  the 
western  sky  was  tinged  with  the  gorgeous  colouring  de- 
noting a  moose-caller's  delight — a  calm,  serene  nights 
All  at  once  a  cracking  of  wood  was  heard  away  down 
on  our  side  of  the  lake,  and  j)resently  more  noises, 
plainly  telling  the  presence  of  moose  thereabouts.  A 
fewmiiHitcs  of  hesitation,  and  I  induced  Peter  to  sound 
the  loved  note  from  aloft;  and  not  lonix  after  he  de- 
scried  a  moose  at  fully  Ji  mile's  distance,  comini;  to  the 
end  of  the  forest.  The  marmn  of  the  lake  on  our 
side  had  been  burnt,  and  was  barren  of  bush  or  tree, 
except  in  a  few  places.  Several  persuasive  calls  in- 
duced the  moose  to  show  himself  upon  the  barren,, 
however  only  to  return  to  the  cover  of  the  green 
woods,  a  fact,  we  all  knew,  proving  him  to  be  either 
a  coward  or  a  beaten  deer.  We  coaxed ;  he  still 
came  on,  showing  himself  occasionally  on  the  barren, 
though  never  answering,  and  at  length  was  espied 
about  three  hundred  yards  off,  peering  around  him^ 
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and  listening,  his  huge  cars  extended  forwards  to  the 
utmost.  AVe  thouglit  tliat  he  saw  us,  l)Ut  he  luul 
cunninn;  folks  to  deal  ^\ith.  We  did  not  move  or 
call.  Down  he  came,  making  directly  for  us,  now 
speaking  for  the  first  time.  I  was  lying  directly  in 
liis  route,  and,  when  distant  about  fifteen  yards,  I 
bowled  over  one  of  the  finest  and  most  cautious  of 
his  species  I  liad  ever  met  with.  lie  was  cast  and 
butchered  before  the  twilight  faded. 

"  *  We  supped,  and  thatjiight  lay  replete  ;  but  my 
sleep  not  being  of  such  ;i  dead  nature  as  that  of  my 
faithful  followers,  the  crashino;  of  trees  and  the  bel- 
lowiniij  of  moose  emanatini'  from  the  same  direction 
as  that  whence  came  tlie  fidlen  moiuu'ch,  struck 
frc(piently  on  my  ear.  At  cock-crow^  I  woke  up  the 
slee[)ing  aborigines.  And,  severe  as  had  been  the 
cold  of  the  past  night,  we  listened  long  and  with 
intense  interest  to  the  distant  sounds,  not  the  usual 
sound  of  the  cow-moose  at  this  season,  but  a  sort  of 
unearthly  roaring. 

'^ '  We  called,  and  presently  observed  two  moose 
leave  the  woods,  and  approach  us  on  the  barrens. 
When  about  five  hundred  yards  distant  from  us  we 
lost  siHit  of  them  in  the  alder  bushes  which  m'ew 
thickly  on  the  banks  of  a  small  brook  flowing  into- 
the  lake.     Past  this  spot  they  would  not  come :  we 
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<1hI  not  adviinco,  so  wc  cletormiiuMl  to  kill   no  inor(5 
moose  on   that   occasion.     Onr  ol)juct  was  simply  to 
watcli.      J    particularly    wanted    to    ascertain    from 
which  animal  the  snortinfj  ami  fierce  hellowinij;  came. 
We   hail  perceived   that  they  were  male  and  female. 
They  stopj)ed  in  the  alders   f  )r  about  iit'tei'U  miinitcs 
or  so,  makini;'  a  i^reat  row,  hreakini;'  sticks  and  i)aw- 
iuijj  the  water  in  swamj)-holes  with  a  loud  splashini^. 
At  length  we  espied  then )    '»  •  ♦' tj;  ^  slow  retreat  on 
the  route  they  had  atlvanceti  ui  »•     and  I  determined 
to  take  the  canoe  and  follow  them  l>y  water,  leavin<;" 
Stephen   to  pre})are    breakfast.      The    luo 'uing   was 
pcrfectlv  calm,   foii;  here   and  there  rlsinrp  from  the 
hdvG  and  alonjj:  the  lines  of  the  numcrcms  brooks  that 
cm})tied  Into  it.     I  may  here  add  that  though  I  have 
named  it  Lake  Merganser,  owluii'  to  the  numbers  of 
those  birds  freiiuentlui^  it,  it  would  have  been  fully 
entitled  to  have  been  called  Rocky  Lake,  as  I  think 
that  both  below  and  above  its  surface,  rocks  abound 
to  a  greater  extent  than  in  any  other  sheet  of  water 
in  Nova  Scotia,  and  that  is  saying  a  good  deal. 

^' '  Stealing  over  the  lake's  surface,  and  seated  in 
the  bottom  of  our  canoe,  we  could  not  well  scan  the 
■woods  along  the  margin,  for  the  rocks  on  the  shore 
were  fullv  eio;ht  feet  \\vA\.  However,  at  leuijth  we 
sighted   two   large   black    objects   ascending  a  hill. 
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IVter  calli'il  liku'  :i  hull,  and  this  nt  once  arresttMl 
tlu'iii.  '^l^lit'y  tuniLMl,  and  one,  Un'  a  nionuMit  lost  to 
siuht,  aiipoaivd  on  the  vd*iv  of  tlu*  hanvn.  AnotluM' 
step  and  liu  must  have  dLvscLMidod.  It  was  ji  niiii^hty 
huU-nioosc  ;  he  peered  at  us,  and  was  motionless,  while 
we  with  restrained  hreath,  i;'a/iMl  upon  him.  After 
standinii  in  that  position  for  some  minutes,  he  turned 
and  looked  towards  where  we  had  slept.  I  tlid  the 
same,  and  could  plainly  see  the  hoy  Ste[)hen  perehed 
upon  tlie  rock  heneath  which  we  had  lain.  Then  he 
walkt'd  five  or  six  stejjs,  turned,  and  "'iive  us  a  full 
side  view,  twice  pickinu^  some  twills  from  the  hushes, 
which  we  couhl  hear  him  munchini.!;  with  liis  teeth, 
so  close  were  we.  ])urini';  this  wondrous  sio-ht  n 
loud  noise  was  made  in  the  hush  three  times,  when 
out  walked  a  cov.'-moose.  She,  like  her  lord,  h)oked 
hard  at  us,  and  I  thought  was  ^  for  off.'  Not  a 
hit ;  she  st()pi)ed  for  fully  live  minutes,  then  turned 
and  faced  the  hill,  emittinii;  several  times  the  ancrrv 
ij^runt  so  dreaded  by  the  Indian  as  a  sin;n  of  ill- 
luck.  The  bull  quietly  took  his  departure,  aud 
we  watched  them  enter  the  forest.  This  bull  had 
only  one  horn.  Peter  declared  that  the  other  was 
a  small  stump — a  malformation — but  I  shall  ever 
be  of  opinion  that  he  had  lost  it  iu  battle,  for  on 
our  return  to  our  rocky  home,  and  when  butcher- 
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ing  tlic  (lead  inooso,  wc  found  tluit  lie  had  bocMi  in 
the  wars,  and  was  much  bruised  about  the  neck  and 
ribs  on  tlie  near  side. 

**  ^  Partiu^!;  witli  tliis  most  Interestin*^  couple,  wc 
j)a(hlled  on  to  tlie  foot  of  the  hd^e,  anil  calked  a  few 
times  at  tlie  head  of  a  boi;.  AVe  were  (juickly  an- 
swered, and  up  came  a  rattlinij;  moose.  He  was 
ustonislied  at  seein^;  us,  I  feel  certain,  and  was  for 
bolting];,  but  continued  walkini;  alonix  the  drv  cdixe 
of  the  bofr.  IVter  imitated  a  bull's  note,  at  which 
l)e  turned  fiercely  round  with  mane,  rump-hair,  and 
cars  erect,  and  answered  anixrilv.  This  was  re- 
peated  fully  six  times  to  our  i^reat  amusement,  at 
lenii;th  he  walked  awav,  makinii:  constant  '  bockinn-s,* 
and  rubbing  his  antlers  against  the  burnt  trees. 

"  ^  All  at  once  we  espied  another  |)air  of  moose 
coming  from  the  opposite  direction — a  bull  and  a 
cow — and  expcctetl  to  sec  a  meeting,  perhaps  a 
combat ;  but  although  there  appeared  ever}'  likeli- 
liood  of  such  an  occurrence,  It  was  avoided  by  the 
pair  retreating  ijito  the  deep  woods.  The  bulls 
ceasing  to  answer  each  other,  we  paddled  back  to 
camp,  where  little  Stephen,  though  ho  liad  observed 
all  the  first  part  of  the  spectacle  from  the  rock,  had 
not  neglected  to  provide  for  his  *  sacamow'  and  com- 
rade Red-skin  a  sumptuous  repast  of  kidneys,  steak^ 
and  coffee. 
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*^  *  T  nm  a  firm  holiovcr,  ami  alwiivs  was,  tliat  it 
is  tlic  cow-mooso  tliat  makes  tlu*  noise,  I»y  some 
called  :i  roar,  and  I  was  thus  a  witness  to  tlie  faet. 
Here  was  a  fijlorious  mornin»j:'s  work  witliont  l)lood- 
j<lied  I  Alas  I  last  season  npwards  of  fifty  moose  were 
killed  about  Lake  Mer^L^anser.  It  is  a  faet  that  now 
not  a  traek  can  there  be  seen.'" 

15ut  to  resume  my  narrative. 
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CIIAPTHU  IV. 


W'llKN  WO  rcaclic'il  lioint',  Siiiiar  was  in  a  trr'.'at  stale 
of  excitement.  Scarcely  had  we  disappeM'ed  in  the 
moniiiii^  helure  he  lieard  a  noise  at  the  smoke-house. 
Pickinn-u|)  Carilxx/s  ohl  single  Ijarrel,  whicli  was  dis- 
carded as  h)ni!;  as  I  permitted  him  to  use  my  spare 
<];un,  the  boy  ruslied  out  to  learn  the  reason,  when  he 
discovered  a  bear  on  the  sunnnit  of  tlie  hollow  trunk, 
trying  to  pull  the  Iolts  and  thinj^s  olF  the  top  that 
had  been  j)laced  tliere  for  the  double  puri)()sc  of 
keei)in<j!:  in  tlie  smoke  and  out  intruders.  No  wav 
alarmed,  the  youngster  cocked  the  i^un,  but  it  would 
not  <j;o  off,  although  he  made  repeated  efforts,  jdmost 
touchinijj  the  bear  on  one  occasion  with  his  muzzle. 
However,  this  plucky  conduct  was  sufficient  to  alarm 
Bruin,  who  immediately  beat  a  retreat. 

This  animal  seems  to  be  one  of  the  most  knowinn; 
scoundrels  that  it  is  possible  to  imagine,  for  lie  is 
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ever  jiiviiii;  evldi'iici'  ol'  liis  hi'iiii;  in  tlu'  iieiulilKiur- 
lioDil  by  Jitti'inplinii;  to  forco  his  way  into  my  store- 
rudin,  iiiv:iri:ii)Iv  (l»tiiii>'  ^o  wlu'ii  no  ono  is  at  lioinr. 
I  liavu  inado  sniulrv  l)o\VL'r-lioiisL's  ovn*  wijicli  I 
liavi'  oxercisi'd  all  niv  inrnMinltv.  1  liavi;  coviTi'd 
the  trap  in  it  witli  the  most  natnral  looking;;  leaves 
and  grasses,  and  supplied  a  variety  of  new  aiul  most 
enticiniT  haits,  still  Mr.  Bruin  tiiihts  shv  and  refuses 
to  he  vietimised.  K\en  Carihoo  has  had  a  trial  with 
no  better  suceess  than  myself,  and  wlieii  speaking  of 
the  hear  says.  '^  That  old  man  he  the  devil;"  if  ho 
were,  lie  could  not  possess  more  artfulness. 

The  cunniiif^  of  these  animals  is  sometimes  extra- 
ordinary. I  lieard  of  a  settler's  farm-yard  bein^ 
liaunted  by  one  of  these  canny  beasts,  scarcely  a  week 
])assin^  without  it  makini;'  an  appearance  ami  com- 
mittini;  ruinous  depredations,  but  never  doinuj  so 
when  the  i^ood  man  was  at  Jiome.  In  fact  it  almost 
appeared  as  if  the  marauder  watched  the  cleni'inif  till 
the  head  of  the  house  left  for  market  or  for  liis  usual 
avocation  in  the  woods,  when  Bruin  would  fearlessly 
l)rcsent  himself  to  the  women  and  children,  w  ho  ([uite 
commenced  to  reijard  liim  as  a  hauntiniF  evil  licnius. 
]>ut  his  day  of  reckoning  came  at  last;  the  homestead 
ran  short  of  provisions,  the  children  connnenced  to 
look  gaunt  and  thin,  for  the  j)igs  that  were  to  have 
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siippllcil  tlu>  littl(>  lioiischoM  with  {lork  liad  till  l)i>cn 
kilU'«l  l»y  tlu*  l)i'iir,  so  tlio  old  woman  ^ot  savage,  as  tlu^ 
Americans  say,  Ikt  (lander  was  ri/,  when  she  saw  the 
i'unso  of  tlu'ir  trouhk's  curvi'tin'^  around  as  if  owner 
of  tile  ju'cmises.  So  she  took  down  the  old  «^ijn  from 
above  the  flre[)Iaci',  which  never  was  without  a  loatl 
in  it,  and  slippin;^  t()  the  door,  took  aim  over  u 
stump,  and  pulled  the  tri«x^er,  droj»pln«^  the  weapon 
immediati'ly  after  the  explosion,  and  rushing  into 
the  house  locked  the  door,  never  for  a  moment 
stopping  to  learn  the  result  of  her  courage.  Till 
Paterfamilias  returned  at  night,  no  one  crossed  that 
threshold,  for  the  mother  doubtless  thought  that  tlu? 
black-coated  savage  was  lurking  near  to  take  a 
deadly  revenge  upon  the  first  of  his  assailant's  off- 
spring that  should  offer. 

At  length  the  familiar  voice  of  the  head  of  the 
family  was  heard.  Soon  the  incident  was  narrated 
to  him,  a  search  was  instituted,  and  Bruin  was  found 
dead  within  a  few  paces  where  he  had  received  his 
death  wound. 

This  anecdote  I  state  in  nearly  the  words  imparted 
to  me,  and  I  thoroughly  believe  it,  for  the  cunning  of 
bears  is  proverbial ;  so  this  creature  doubtless  re- 
mained under  the  fricndlv  shelter  of  the  v/oods  till 
it  heard  the  monotonous  click  of  the  husbandman's 
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nxo,  wliicli  told  tli.'it  \\\c  onlv  one  of  tlic  OMtsihllsli- 
incut,  wlioso  «(M|n:iiiit:m('i»  Iir  <li<l  imt  \\\>\\  t<>  mnkt', 
\\i\s  i'n^:i;^'«'<l  ill  lii«»  daily  ()rcii|t:itinii  of  cliopjiiii*;,  si> 
sixWWd  fort''       It   is  ji  notorious   fact  that  if  a   lu«ar 

lias  liis  111 r  ill  tlic  >i('initv  of  u  si'ttK-iiiciit,  lie  will 

III'  sct'M  fn'i|in'iitly  l»y  the  womm  and  cliildri'ii,  iil- 
tlioii^h  tlio  hiiiiti'r's  search  for  the  umvclcoiiic  visitor 
mnv  Ik'  fruitless  for  iii(»iiths. 

Now  this  hear  that  so  fri'(|uently  visited  my 
filiaiitv  was  doul)tle>«s  one  of  those  cuiiniiii'  vatra- 
hoiids  who  knew  as  well  what  Ji  bear  traj)  was  as  I 
(lid  myself,  so  I  commenced  to  believe  my  ju'ospect 
of  cai)turin  'lim  very  sli«;lit  indeed,  and  for  several 
(Inys   did    . 


visit    wliere   it   was  set.     At    leiiL'th, 


w 


hen    I    did    so.    I    found    it  sprung  and    the    bait 


This  gave  me  renewed  hope,  so  I  not  only  re- 
set it,  but  went  home  to  procure  another  to  place 
ill  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  first.  Our  larder 
heing  rather  low  in  its  suj)ply  of  fresh  food,  I  took 
Skye  with  me  in  the  hope  that  he  would  flush  some 
grouse  during  the  tramp. 

Soon  the  second  trap  was  set.  Going  thus  far 
having  killed  nothing  I  started  for  a  rand)le  to  pro- 
cure the  birds.  My  success  was  even  greater  than 
anticipated,  and    about   sundown  I  was   struggling 
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iioiiio  ^vitll  ii  lieavv  load.  AVlien  scarcely  half  a 
mile  from  llic  shanty  1  iiiisscd  my  little  companion. 
Of  course  1  su|)})()se(l  that  lie  had  run  on  hefore  me, 
so  troubled  myself  no  more  ahont  his  absence.  When 
I  reached  my  duellinir  I  incpiired  if  KSu<:r;ir  had  seen 
liim,  ''No,  he  had  not."  Still  I  was  not  uneasy,  for 
a  squirrel  or  a  Avoodchuck  might  liave  attracted  his 
Jittentioii ;  Avhen  discoverino-  that  I  did  not  join  liim, 
he  Mould  desist  scraping  when  tired,  and  not  finding 
me,  follow  up  my  trail.  Hour  after  hour  j)assed,  and 
still  the  dog  remained  absent.  I  consequently  became 
ur.easv,  and  several  times  went  into  the  openinii;  and 
caused  the  woods  to  echo  with  my  shrill  whistle,  but 
no  Skye  answered.  Since  being  ill,  1  luivc  become 
more  irritable  and  impatient,  so  fretted  and  conjured 
up  all  kinds  of  probable  mishaps  to  my  pet.  First, 
I  saw  a  wild-cat  spring  from  a  branch  upon  his 
back  and  ultimately  stranijle  him :  next,  he  had 
come  across  that  luckless  bear,  which  in  his  fearless- 
ness he  had  approached  too  closely,  when  he  had 
been  seized  and  torn  into  pieces. 

I  sat  awake  all  that  night,  hoping  every  moment  I 
should  hear  his  familiar  scratch  upon  the  door ;  but. 
alas  I  I  was  doomed  to  be  disappointed.  Again  and 
again  I  went  out  and  whistled,  and  the  only  response 
was  tlie  voice  of  the  owls  jeering  me.     Birds  of  ill 
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Tlio^'-e  wlio  are  acquainted  with  doo-.s  know  liow 
attached  a  ])erson  can  heconie  to  them.  Skye  v/as  a 
niost  affectionate,  <ventle  little  creature  when  at  home, 
fond  of  heiiii^  noticed  and  caressed,  vet  without  a 
particle  of  cringing  disposition,  anil  he  was  almost 
as  intelligent  as  a  human  heinix.  Anythinn;  within 
d(\^'s  comprehension  he  learned  at  once,  for  lie 
seemed  hut  to  live  to  do  his  master's  l)iddinn;;  and 
Avitli  all  the  ahove  good  (jualities  possessed  such 
coura.'^e  as  feared  nothinix- 

TIr  nioht  ultimately  ijavewavto  day,  but  tardily  it 
did  it.  After  my  morning  cup  of  soup.  Sugar  and  self 
started  to  search  the  ground  I  had  i)assed  yesterday. 
The  traps  of  course  were  visited,  and  in  one  of  them 
was  my  poor  pet — dead.  I  was  so  overcome  that  I 
could  see  nothing ;  for  I  am  not  ashamed  to  say  that 
tears  coursed  down  mv  cheeks,  as  I  released  the 
corpse  of  my  favourite  from  the  cruel  teeth  that  liad 
deprived  him  of  life.  Nor  was  Sugar  less  moved ; 
he  wrung  his  hands  and  sat  down  u})on  the  earth 
hard  by,  looking  the  picture  of  despair.  At  length 
I  deposited  the  body  in  the  boy's  arms,  and  wo  were 
about  to  start  for  home,  when  I  discovered  that  the 
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otlier  trap  ^vas  gone,  the  licavy  limb  to  ■svliicli  its 
chain  was  attacliod  leaviiif'  a  hmix  furrow  to  sliow 
the  drrcctioii  in  whicli  it  had  lieen  drairixod,  and  to 
tell  how  powerful  was  the  animal  on  whieh  it  had 
been  sprung. 

Knowing  that  the  brute  the  trap  Avas  attached  to 
could  not  go  far,  my  attendant  and  self  returned  to 
the  shanty  with  our  precious  load  truly  sad  at  heart. 
On  my  bed  I  deposited  the  remains,  then  selected 
some  fresh  ammunition,  and  with  Sugar  as  hinch- 
man,  returned  to  take  up  the  trail  and  if  possible 
kill  Bruin. 

The  nninitiated  may  not  be  aware  that  a  bear  trap 
is  never  fastened  to  anything  immovable ;  for  if  such 
were  the  case,  the  captive  would  gnaw  his  foot  off  to 
obtain  freedom.  On  the  other  hand,  if  he  can  drair 
along  whatever  it  is  secured  to,  he  will  not  resort  to 
such  a  cannibal  device. 

The  pole  to  Avhicli  I  had  attached  the  chain  on 
this  occasion  could  not  weigh  less  than  one  hundred 
pounds,  and  must  have  been  eleven  or  twelve  feet 
in  lono;th ;  but  for  all  that  more  than  two  miles  we 
followed  its  track  through  brush,  swamp,  and  wood- 
land, Sugar  leading  the  way,  not  because  he  was  a 
better  tracker,  for  any  one  could  have  made  out  a  trail 
so  apparent,  but  because  his  eyes  were  keener,  and, 
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consequently,  lie  would  detect  the  presence  of  the 
enemy  .sooner  than  1  should ;  for  if  not  c;iutiou.s  we 
mii^ht  i)ossibly  run  upon  the  brute,  so  as  to  be  at  close 
quarters  with  hini  before  we  were  aware,  and  fi^ht 
under  such  circumstances  he  was  certain  to,  from  the 
I'ufflinn;  his  temper  had  received  fi'om  his  movements 
heini^  impeded  by  such  a  painful  attachment. 

I  felt  convinced  from  the  counnencement,  from  the 
route  Bruin  had  selected,  that  he  was  endeavouring 
to  make  Ins  way  to  some  caves  on  the  e(lii;e  of  the 
river,  probably  the  i)lace  where  he  had  slept  through 
the  inclement  weather  of  last  winter ;  but  to  reach 
these  must  of  necessity  take  some  time,  for  con- 
stantly we  observed  places  where  the  i)ole  had 
jannned,  such,  being  apparent  from  the  bark  being 
rubbed  off  saplings  frequently  feet  ai)art;  and,  of 
course,  when  such  occurred,  the  idtimately  outwitted 
marauder  must  have  halted  to  diseni>'ai2;e  the  remorse- 
less  anchor. 

I  have  heard,  and  I  believe  its  truth,  that  a  bear 
will  frequently,  when  trapped,  take  the  pole  in  his 
mouth  and  carry  it,  so  as  to  prevent  his  escape 
being  checked,  or  the  teeth  of  the  trap  caused  to 
further  lacerate  the  flesh  of  the  part  on  which  it  is 
fastened. 

We  had  almost  gained  the  margin  of  the  river, 
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at  a  ])ln('e  wlicro  tlic  trees  were  less  ininierous,  and 
tlio  briisli  tliiiiiKT  tlian  was  <i;eiierally  the  case,  when 
Sugar  j^ently  glided  Ijchiiul  ine,  and  })ointed  to  tlie 
bear,  who  liad  turned  ])ack  on  beeoniliiix  coijjnisant 
of  our  a})pr()acli,  an  indic^atlon  tliat  he  was  deter- 
mined to  fi;ive  us  battle.  I  had  only  time  to  say  to 
the  boy  "  Have  the  otlier  <i;un  ready,"  when  offensive 
action  became  unavoidable ;  for  Bruin  was  advancini; 
rapidly  upon  me,  alt]ioui!;li  dreadfully  hampered  by 
the  stick  that  dra^o-ed  behind  him.  Xo  craven 
was  this  animal,  it  could  be  seen  at  a  glance,  for  his 
black  lips  curled  up,  exhibiting  a  most  useful,  but 
still  disagreeable  set  of  teeth,  while  the  small  eyes 
ex])ressed  excess  of  rage.  Somehow  or  other — pos- 
sibly it  resulted  from  nervousness — my  lirst  barrel  ex- 
ploded before  I  had  obtained  a  satisfactory  aim  ;  still 
it  smashed  the  left  thi<j;li.  But  this  warnino;  did  not 
intimidate  my  foe,  for,  crippled  and  manacled  as  he 
was,  he  charged  npon  three  legs.  jNIy  second  shot 
caufiht  him  at  the  back  of  the  head,  and  passing  into 
him  lonoitudinall  V,  for  a  moment  caused  himtostao;£2:er, 
SO  that  I  fully  concluded  he  was  about  to  fall,  when, 
with  a  convulsive  effort,  he  rallied  himself, but  the  delay 
had  enabled  mo  to  change  guns.  Up  almost  pei-pen- 
dicular  rose  tlie  bear ;  all  his  energy  seemed  to  be 
concentrated  in  a  last  grand  rush,  but  the  movement 
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exposed  Ins  breast,  and  the  tliird  sliot  deprived  him 
of  life. 

My  prize  was  a  niaiinifieent  animal,  for  he  was  not 
only  in  ])erfcc't  eondition,  but  possessod  a  s])lendid 
coat,  and,  although  jndj^ing  of  dead  weight  in  sucli 
an  instance  is  very  i)robab]e  to  be  erroneous,  1  should 
tliiid^  must  liave  weighed  close  on  five  hundred 
pounds. 

How  the  dog  couhl  liave  got  into  one  traj)  and  the 
bear  into  the  otlier  Avas  long  to  me  a  matter  of 
wonder,  but  the  elucidation  that  appears  the  most 
probable  is  that  Skye  struck  the  bear's  trail,  over- 
t(jok  him  nosin*!!:  about  the  bait,  and  then  attacked 
liim. 

This  put  Uruin  on  his  metal,  and  caused  him  to 
forget  his  habitual  caution,  so  trod  upon  the  trap  ; 
iit  the  same  time  my  favourite,  unsuspicious  of  dan- 
ger, while  keeping  up  the  war  had  the  misfortune 
to  iiet  into  the  otlier. 

On  reaching  home,  I  found  Cariboo,  the  old  chief, 
and  Saucv  waitinfi;  for  me.  All  commiserated  ^^'ith  me 
on  my  loss,  for  the  Indians,  although  generally  very 
cruel  to  their  own  doo-g,  had  taken  a  m'eat  likino;  to 
my  pet.  Wliil«  we  were  shooting  together,  I  remem- 
ber the  old  chief  saying  to  me  one  day  in  his  broken 
lingo,  when  Skye  had  done  something  to  attract  his 
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attention,  "  AVliito  nian's  doi;-  know  far  more  tliaii 
Indian  do^,  all  the  suuio  as  >vhite  man  know  more 
than  Indian." 

In  tlu'  niornini:',  on  tliu  snnnlcst  ])art  of  a  hank 
that  ovci'lookcd  the  river,  close  to  the  hirch-tree  under 
Avhich  we  usually  drew  uj)  our  canoe,  I  ordered 
Sugar  to  dii;'  a  ij;rave,  1  takini^  upon  myself  to  hew 
out  a  cofKn  from  a  log.  Saucy  saw  my  pi'oceedings, 
but  said  nothing.  Soon  after  I  had  commenced 
work,  she  disappeared  into  the  woods.  I  thought 
that  she  had  departed  for  home,  although  it  was  un- 
usual for  her  to  do  so  without  savinii;  m)od-l)ye.  At 
noon,  however,  she  returned  with  several  rolls  of 
birch  bark.  This  did  not  attract  my  attention  par- 
ticularly, for  the  S([uaws  are  ever  makiiig  something 
out  of  it,  birch  bark  being  to  Indian  women  what 
Manchester  o;oods  are  to  linolish;  but  when  I  re- 
turned  from  iishinn;  at  sunset  I  learned  the  reason  of 
her  temporary  desertion,  for  the  bark  she  had  sewn 
into  a  tiny  coffin,  and  jdaced  on  my  bunk  with  the 
faithful  little  comi)anion  of  my  travels  in  it.  With 
feelings  of  gratitude  deeper  than  I  could  express — 
for  here  was  an  attention  as  delicate  as  it  was  touch- 
ing, one  well  worthy  to  have  emanated  in  the  bosom 
of  the  daughters  of  civilisation — I  turned  round  to 
thank  her.     She  was  not  upon  her  customary  seat 
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ill  the  corner  as  I  cxpt'cted,  it  helii^  occupicMl  l»y  licr 
father,  siu*kin<,f,  with  loud  c'X|)re.ssivc  j)uiYs  of  satis- 
faction, his  favourite  l»i])e.  So  1  asked  wliat  liatl 
become  of  lier.  The  old  cliief  said  iiotiiini:,  did  not 
even  raise  ids  eves  from  tiie  ulowlnir  bowl  ;  but 
Cariboo  answered,  ^^  She  have  i^one  home  to  camp 
lon£X  since." 

After  a  moment's  thou<rht,  I  was  nlad  that  it  was 
so,  for,  in  spite  of  Jier  rairt^ed  clothes  and  copper- 
coloured  skin,  I  feel  convinced  I  should  have  thrown 
mv  arms  around  her,  and — kissed  her. 

No  one  was  invited  to  the  funeral,  still  all  that 
spent  that  night  within  my  shanty  came.  Skye  was 
deposited  a  i^ood  three  feet  beneath  the  soil,  ami  not 
a  word  was  spoken  while  the  ceremony  was  per- 
formed, and  seldom  could  an  assemblage  of  sadder 
faces  be  seen.  Even  Poteen's  countenance  had  an 
expression  that  almost  said,  "  I  grieve  for  my  dead 
comrade." 

Next  day  I  planted  a  birch  sajding  over  the  mound, 
trusting  that  it  may  flourish,  and  in  years  to  come 
droop  its  graceful  limbs  over  the  last  resting-place  of 
a  true  and  noble  heart,  as  if  weei)ing  that  poor  Skye 
liad  ever  yielded  up  his  generous  spirit. 

For  some  days  after  I  was  distrait^  so  scarcely  left 
the  house.     The  old  cliief  and  some  of  his  people 
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who  lijid  coinci  to  look  nftcr  liiin  had  retiirnod  tothoir 
ciicuini)inL'nf,  h)adc'd  with  bear's-ineat,  ii  })rIzo  whicli 
tliey  most  hi<;ldy  vahied.  ('arihoo  was  also  absent 
traj>j)iii^,  in  wliich  he  had  been  nieetini^  with  more 
than  ordinary  success,  so,  with  the  exception  of 
Su^ar,  I  was  entirely  alone. 

llain  had  fallen  in  the  morninir;  not  your  heavy 
downfalls,  but  what  in  sprinj^  would  be  called  a  identic 
^rowin^  sliower.  Jjy  noon  it  cleared  uj),  so  I  took 
my  rod  and  went  to  the  river.  I  scarcely  ever  re- 
member to  have  seen  the  fish  rise  more  greedily,  and 
all  were  of  such  a  si/e  that  their  landing  lost  me 
many  miiuites.  One?  that  I  had  taken,  and  which 
was  more  ma|;nillcently  marked  than  any  of  the 
others — and  so  had  delayed  laying  aside,  the  longer 
to  admire  its  beauty — was  full  of  spawn,  so  near 
maturity  that  it  escaped  nj)on  my  hand;  Previously 
I  had  imagined  that  the  si)awnini!:  season  would 
not  commence  here  for  several  weeks  to  come,  as 
is  the  case  further  to  the  south.  Temperature  of 
Avatcr  undoubtedly  controls  all  these  matters,  and, 
when  such  is  known  to  be  the  case,  for  the  proper 
protection  of  breeding  fish,  the  close  season  in  settled 
countries    should   be   made    to  suit    each  hidividual 


river. 


On  my  return  to  the  shanty,  to  my  very  great  sur- 
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prise,  I  iiK't  AntoiiK',  also  Cjirilxx);  from  the  counte- 
nance of  tlie  former  I  knew  that  lie  was  in  anvthinix  but 
an  amiahlo  temper.  After  <Mvinir]iiiu  a  kindlv  wel- 
come,  I  asked  him  several  rjuestions,  hut  he  «»nly 
answered  me  in  nionosyllahles,  and  looked  if  possihlo 
more  black  and  sulky,  lieliaviiiif  as  if  he  was  not 
])rcsent,  I  ate  my  evenin^^  meal,  chattini^  alternately 
with  the  Indians;  but  conversation  did  not  flow 
fhienth',  there  was  a  wet  blanket  han"in^'  over  all 
our  [)roceedin[i:.s.  At  length  the  food  was  removed, 
and,  after  I  had  lit  my  pipe,  I  incjuired  in  loud  if  not 
]H'rem))tory  tone,  what  was  his  reason  for  deserting 
me  so  lono-,  how  his  trade  had  prospered,  and  whether 
he  had  enough  furs  to  pay  me  for  the  j)()wder,  lead, 
and  gewgaws  1  sold  him  previous  to  his  leaving. 

'•Pay  you  I*'    he  exclaimed.     *' Pay  be   d d! 

that  game  is  played  out.*' 

"  Not  at  all.  You  shall  give  me  back  my  property, 
or  their  value  in  furs." 

"  What  if  I  won't— what  then  ?" 

'^  Sim})ly,  ril  make  you." 

In  a  moment  lie  jumped  to  liis  feet;  an  instant 
after  we  had  hold  of  each  other.  As  we  struirn-led, 
my  eye  caught  the  flash  from  the  blade  of  his  knife 
which  he  was  attempting  to  draw ;  so  I  seized  his 
wrist,  gave  it  a  jerk,  which  disarmed  him,  then  hit 
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liiin  strai^lit  from  the  .sIiouMlm',  knocking;  lilni  over 
ihii  kettle  eontaiiiin;;  the  hoiliii^  liot  remiiiiis  of 
our  meal,  ere  he  measured  Jiis  length  \\\Hm  the 
floor.  That  lie  was  severely  sealded  1  had  not  the 
slightest  douht,  hut,  from  tlie  hoasts  I  had  heard  of 
Ills  m akin «.^,  "how  he  had  eheated  the  Englishman, 
and  how  he  would  eut  his  ^uts  out  if  he  interfered 
with  him,"  1  was  resolved  to  give  him  a  lesson  that 
%vouid  not  soon  esea[)e  his  memory. 

My  adviec  to  all  is,  always  avoid  a  row,  but  if  com- 
pelled to  fight,  do  it  with  a  ])urpose  ;  half-measures  on 
such  occasions  are  ])erfeetly  useless. 

But  to  refer  to  Antoine.  After  some  minutes  I 
picked  him  u}),  for  he  was  still  insensible  or  play- 
ing 'possum,  carried  him  to  the  place  where  the 
ashes  and  ih'hris  from  the  shanty  ^vere  dejmsited,  and 
there  dumped  him,  giving  liim  a  parting  kick  in  the 
ribs  to  recal  his  scattered  senses. 

An  hour  afterward  8u";ar  had  occasion  to  go  out. 
The  hybrid  Frenchman  was  gone. 

When  the  whole  scene  was  over  I  regretted  it  tak- 
ing place,  but  I  felt  that  I  had  acted  rightly  if  I 
desired  to  uphold  my  standing  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. 

The  Indian  lads  had  never  seen  me  lose  my  temper 
before ;  I  feel  convinced  they  never  wished  to  wit- 
ness it  again. 
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As  I  was  turning  into  my  bunk  Carilxx)  said,  "I 
toll  you  lon^  since  Aiitoiiio  had  man.  Now  you 
know  he  vcrv  bad  man."  Tlio  bov  fcliood  his 
opinion,  and  in  tlic  montli  of  a  multitude  of  wit- 
nt'sst's  there  is  suivlv  truth. 
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Srplonhfi'  21. — For  sovoral  days  aftor  tins  scuiio 
^vitll  AiitoliR',  1  was  thorou^^lily  upset,  for  I  iVIt  con- 
vImclmI  that  as  now  opiMi  liostilitios  liad  Ix'cn  dt'clarrd 
between  us,  that  the  war  wonhl  hist  in(K'(inItely,  and 
tliat  lu'  wouhl  stoop  to  any  step  to  <j;ain  reveiii^e,  so 
that  I  slionhl  be  compelled  for  self-protection  to 
exercise  the  <^reatest  vigilance.  Quarrels  such  as 
tliis  are  much  to  bo  repudiated,  for  in  wild  countries, 
where  mii;ht  is  riglit,  they  too  frec^uently  terminate 
in  bloodshed ;  and  although  I  shouUl  feel  justified  in 
taking  a  fellow-creature's  life  in  defence  of  my  own, 
still  such  an  action — the  sendini;  a  human  soul  to  its 
last  account  when  prohal)ly  totally  un})repared  to 
meet  its  judge — cannot  but  for  ever  after  be  a  source 
of  the  deepest  regret.  Through  the  Indians,  1  have 
heard  that,  after  he  left  my  shanty,  he  ])rocce(led  to 
the  old  chiefs  camp,  and  vowed  by  all  the  saints  in 
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tliccalonilar  tliat  inv  ln'urt's  Mood  aloiu*  would  satisfy 
liU  craving  foi'  ivvi'n;,'f.  'I'lic  diicfs  iv^^'ard  for  ino 
and  ili^likc  to  the  Fivm'li-C.'Miiadi.m,  iiiduci'd  Iilni  at 
once  to  c>i»«»usi5  my  i|uai'r»'l  and  onli-r  tlu'  fallow's  im- 
mcdiatc  (li'j)aitiin'.  To  ti;j;lit  a;fa*m^t  micIi  odds  for  tho 
|»rescnt,  Aiitoino  umni(vstioii;d)Iy  tlioMn;lit  imjUMidciit, 
80  tiinu'(l  his  stops  northward,  douhtU'ss  to  tlio  rcsi- 
doncv  of  tho  Iinlians  with  whom  lit'  Inid  hi-ou  trading 
— a  l)L'ni'lit  rosultiiiLj  from  the  course  lio  had  adopted 
bcin;:,  tliat  at  h'ast  for  tiie  pivsont  the  nci^hhourhood 
18  (juit  of  him. 

Thi'  w'catlier  now  is  truly  (h  ll^litful,  such  (hiys  and 
ni«;hts  of  cool  l)rcczcs,  hri^dit  suns,  hhic  skies,  and 
mellow  moons,  as  causo  rcixrct  for  the  loss  of  time 
passed  in  sleep,  and  indent  their  remend)rance  upon 
the  memory,  there  to  remain  till  decay  has  deprived 
the  system  of  its  service.  '^J'hus  all  my  time  is  spent 
out-doors,  and  not  a  moment  passes  unoccu])ied,  for, 
turn  wlierc  you  will,  (tivah  aloft,  into  the  forest,  across 
the  river,  objects  of  deepest  inferest  and  fit  subjects 
for  thout^ht  '^Mfl  study  present  themselves.  Altliou^fh 
I  <',,,if(  ^  to  have  studied  the  aninuil  more  than  tho 
\  .able  kini;  an,  it  is  not  that  the  former  is  more 
Wonderful  than  the  latter,  but  that  my  taste  and 
sympathito  are  more  ap[  -iled  to  by  it,  still  I  love  the 
iiraceful,  wavincr,  ever-chaniiinn  trees,  merrv  or  sad 
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witli  tlio  seasons,  silent  or  musical  as  tlio  winds  com- 
mand. Every  tree  around  mv  elearinir  T  recorpiiiso 
as  a  familiar  friend ;  and,  altlioui^li  the  cruel  axe 
daily  culls  from  their  numuers,  still  it  is  with  refrrct 
I  sec  the  destruction  take  phice  that  it  is  impossible 
to  avoid.  And  in  the  fall  of  these  i!;iant  children 
there  is  somethini;;  so  tj;rand,  so  heroic,  that  reminds 
one  of  the  <j;allant  dead  who  died  in  harness  and  with 
their  faces  to  the  foe. 

Althouirh  not  very  abundant  in  this  immediate 
vicinity,  the  i<;iant  amonn;  trees  of  these  latitudes  is 
doubtless  the  white  pine.  (M  firm,  dry  soil  it  only 
grows,  and  wliere  found  in  numbers,  underbush  of 
no  description  cumbers  the  ground,  so  from  the  de- 
lightful subdued  shade  it  yields,  and  no  impediment 
to  man's  feet,  except  the  various  anrl  always  beau- 
tiful ferns  that  cluster  about  its  roots,  its  groves 
form  the  choicest  of  camping  groiuids. 

To  the  east,  and  throughout  more  settled  districts, 
the  lumberman  has  long  despoiled  the  forests  of 
their  choicest  specimens,  for  unquestionably  they  are 
a  prize  valued  far  above  all  compeers,  but  it  is  to  be 
hoped  vliat  many  a  year  will  yet  have  to  come  ere 
this  favoured  region  has  its  hills,  vales,  rivers,  and 
lakes  insulted  by  the  cruel  echo  of  the  woodman's 
axe.     Many  specimens  of  the  white  pine,  as  certain 
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as  I  ])ossll)]y  can  be  ^vith()Ut  Irulnn;  moasiuvd  tlicm, 
1  li;i\e  seen  a  liiiiulred  and  forty  feet  hm^f  m'e  ii 
braiu'li  was  tlirown  out,  while  tlie  stem  "svas  perfectly' 
stralii'lit.  As  tlie  top  of  a  ridn'e  or  tlie  educ  of  a 
preci[)ic'e  is  a  favourite  site  for  tliis  nuininiotli  to 
select,  tliev  thus  often  form  a  favourite  ]an(hnark  for 
hotli  sportsman  and  knnberman,  and  the  traveller 
eiUerinii;  a  new  arid  unknoAvn  region  mav  save  liim- 
self  Huich  trouble,  if  no!  actual  danger,  by  noting  by 
compass  the  bearing  such  a  tree  has  from  his  encamp- 
ment. In  magnitude  the  liendock  ranks  next,  but, 
from  invariably  gnnving  in  low,  wet  land,  is  seldom 
seen  to  advantage  ;  more,  its  stem  at  the  base  is  sur- 
rounded by  innumerable  varieties  of  brush  and  para- 
sitic ])lants,  all  calculated  to  detract  from  the  appear- 
ance of  elevation.  It  also  has  suffered  much  at 
man's  hands,  for  the  strong  astringent  qualities  of 
the  bark  have  induced  its  adoption  for  tanning  in 
place  of  that  of  the  time-honoured  oak. 

The  hemlock  appears  to  be  a  great  favourite  with 
both  birds  and  (juadrupeds ;  the  rufi'ed  grouse  and 
Canadian  rnxmse  delight  in  its  branches  as  a  roostinf]j 
place ;  the  woodpeckers,  passenger  pigeons,  cat-birds,, 
and  even  blue  jays  love  its  shade  during  the  noon- 
dav  sunlifl-iit;  while  over  its  mossv  dami)  roots  the 
tracks  of  the  variable  hare  will  be  found  intersecting 
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cacli  otlicr  in  ;i  perfect  labyriiitli.  AVIiilc  livinp;  in 
Maine,  one  of  tliese  trees  m-ew  so  close  to  mv  resi- 
(lcnc(j  that  the  branches  touclied  the  -winchiw-sill  of  my 
bedroom  in  the  top  story  of  the  liouse.  Tliis  tree 
ever  appeared  to  have  several  squirrels  secreted  in 
its  branches,  who,  the  moment  my  back  was  tnrned, 
would  be  into  the  chamber,  and  turn  ever}  thing — 
papers,  fishing-tackle,  pi])es,  &c. — topsy-turvy  ;  and 
although  these  pranks  occasionally  at  first  tried  my 
tcmptn',  I  ultimately  reaped  a  reward,  for  soon  the 
little  mischiefs  became  so  tame  that  they  performed 
all  their  vagaries  when  I  was  in  the  room,  sometimes 
of  a  morning  presuming  so  far  as  to  run  over  the  bed 
or  perch  on  the  top  of  its  canopy.  In  due  time  a 
couple  of  baby  squirrels  were  brought  by  their 
parents  and  introduced  to  me ;  very  timid  were  these 
pretty  little  things  at  first,  but  soon  familiarity  gave 
them  confidence,  and  in  time,  I  believe,  I  could  have 
induced  them  to  have  eaten  out  of  my  hands.  This 
I  learned  from  the  experience  I  am  narrating,  that 
squirrels  are  most  affectionate  parents,  at  the  same 
time  exact  perfect  obedience  from  their  offspring. 
In  this  hemlock  was  also  the  nest  of  a  cedar  bird, 
American  representative  of  the  Bohemian  chatterer 
— one  of  the  prettiest  of  the  feathered  race  and  most 
charming  melodists  of  the  western  forests.     Here  was 
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reared  their  family,  to  depart  south  witli  the  advent  of 
winter,  and  possibly  the  next  year,  if  no  mishap  befel 
either,  to  return  once  more  to  the  old  nest  in  the 
favourite  heinloek-trec. 

But  tliere  are  numerous  other  coniferous  trees  in 
this  district  beside  those  I  have  mentioned :  black 
spruce,  -white  spruce,  the  silver-fir,  and  balsam ;  all 
ecpially  beautiful,  and  lavishly  doing  their  duty  to 
give  attraction  to  the  landscape.  Nor  are  the  hard- 
woods less  worthy  of  appreciation  and  admiration ; 
tlie  heecli,  elm,  maple,  and  birches  worthily  uphold 
the  fame  their  coiifvcres  have  gained  in  Euro})o — I 
am  not  sure,  but  add  to  their  reputation  at  this 
season  when  they  first  have  changed  their  foliage  to 
every  conceivable  variety  of  brilliant  orange,  scarlet, 
or  yellow.  In  the  river,  several  hundred  yards  be- 
neath the  shanty,  there  is  an  island  nearly  an  eighth 
of  a  mile  long,  its  most  elevated  portions  are  rocky, 
with  rich  alluvial  soil  edging  upon  the  stream. 
Here  the  dark  coniferii  form  a  ridge  of  emerald 
green  along  its  centre,  while  the  deciduous  trees, 
gorgeous  in  orange  and  scarlet,  make  a  deep  fringe 
around  them — an  emerald  set  in  tlic  most  refulgent 
of  burnished  gold — the  whole  surrounded  with  the 
merriest,  mischief-loving  w^ater,  at  one  time  leaping 
aloft  in  snow-white  spray,  at  another  swinging  round 
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in  treacherous  ^vllIrlpool.s,  or  rei)o,siii^  In  j)l!icid  deep 
blue  ])Ools.  At  tlie  lower  end  of  the  ishmd  is  a  shallow 
of  triflinf^  extent ;  it  is  caused  by  the  wash  carried  down 
by  the  current  on  either  side  of  the  island's  shores,  de- 
j)0sitln^'  the  ilvhrh  here.  As  the  water  is  almost  staii- 
nant,  over  its  surface  has  <^r()^vll  a  quantity  of  different 
descri[)tions  of  water  ])lants,  the  broaddeafed  lily 
being  abundantly  representetl.  To  those  that  know  the 
liabits  of  wild-fowl,  they  will  scarcely  be  surj^i'ised  to 
hear  that  this  little  retreat  is  seldom  without  several, 
so  it  is  often  my  pleasure  to  pop  down  suddenly  upon 
them.  Such  visits  have  their  charm  at  this  season,  but 
when  the  wild-fowl  had  just  hatched  their  broods, 
and  the  little  progeny  more  resembled  bunches  of 
fluff  and  down  than  animated  creatures,  to  suddenly 
show  myself  at  this  nook  was  a  treat,  for  no  sooner 
would  the  vigilant  parent  bird  become  aware  of  the 
presence  of  an  intruder,  than  sounding  her  note  of 
alarm  she  would  dasli  off  for  the  open  river  followed 
by  all  her  youthful  brood,  who,  in  their  anxiety  not 
to  be  left  behind,  half-swimming,  half-walking,  would 
struiTillc  first  across  water-lilies,  then  force  them- 
selves  over  tangled  flags  and  rushes,  under,  over,  any 
way  to  get  forward,  comical  in  their  haste,  ridiculous 
in  their  energy,  till  the  open  rapids  and  spray-covered 
stream  vras   reached,  where  they  would  bob    about 
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Ijiioyant   us  .-i  cork  and  j)cM'fe('tly  iiulifroiviit  to  tlie 
nule  vIoIlmico  of  the  surrounding  waves. 

About  ten  days  liad  passed  since  tlie  departure  of 
Antoine,  wlicn  one  eveninn;,  as  I  was  carrvinix  in  a 
stock  of  firewood  for  the  ni^lit's  consumption,  1  was 
surprised  to  see  a  canoe  sh)wly  toiling  up  jjgainst  the 
current.  In  it  were  four  Indians,  wlio  evidently,  from 
tlie  deej)  draught  that  their  birch-bark  drew,  had  as 
much  to  do  Uo  they  could  accomplish.  At  first  I 
imagined  that  they  were  some  of  my  neighbours,  but 
as  soon  as  they  had  approached  sufHciently  close  for 
their  features  to  be  distinguished,  I  saw  that  they 
were  strangers. 

From  my  having  remained  still,  1  had  not  been 
observed,  so  when  1  hailed  them,  just  as  they  were 
abreast  of  my  position,  with  a  start  of  surprise,  each 
instantly  looked  towards  me,  and  the  heads  of  two 
persons,  who  had  not  been  previously  seen,  were  raised 
over  the  gunwale.  At  a  siijnal  of  invitation  for  them 
to  land,  the  canoe  bow  was  soon  pointed  for  the 
shore,  and  in  a  moment  after  touched  the  beach. 
Hastening  forward  to  give  a  welcome  to  the  visitors, 
what  was  my  surprise  to  see  that  a  white  man  and 
woman  were  amonjj  their  number.  In  such  a  strange 
meeting,  and  so  thoroughly  unexpected,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  say  who  looked  the  most  astonished ; 
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however,  I  did  not  permit  my  surprise  to  cause  me  to 
for<:et  my  liospitality,  so  gave  them  a  welcome  as 
liearty  as  sincere.  Of  course,  for  them  to  ^o  furtlier 
that  evenin<^  could  not  he  permitted,  but  a  moderate 
amount  of  pressure  was  required  to  induce  them  to 
remain ;  this  I  successfully  applied,  and  soon  had  the 
weather-beaten  travellers  under  mv  roof. 

AVeatlier-beaten  they  were  in  every  sense  of  the 
word,  and  but  for  their  features  and  some  peculiarities 
of  costume,  mi^ht  have  been  mistaken  for  Indians. 

The  lady,  in  deference  to  her  sex,  I  will  describe 
first.  She  was  rather  over  ordinary  height,  with  an 
inclination  to  l.>e  stout,  and,  although  considerably  over 
forty,  had  that  in  her  features  denoting  the  past  pos- 
session of  beauty  ;  but  her  eye  was  one  of  the  most 
expressive  I  have  ever  seen,  for  it  appeared  to  denote 
every  possible  quality,  vivacity,  thought,  courage, 
and  intellect.  Her  costume,  which  was  composed  of 
the  commonest  material,  was  made  after  the  Indian 
pattern,  slightly  Europeanised,  the  whole  being 
covered  with  a  cloak  made  out  of  a  dark-blue 
blanket. 

Grace  is  inherent  in  some  women,  dress  tliem  as 
you  will  they  ever  look  attractive ;  so  it  was  with  this 
lady,  and  as  she  walked  from  the  beach  to  the  house, 
Gibraltar  and  the  gliding  senorettas  of  Andalusia 
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it  was  Aery  marked,  for  the  hnsband  was  tall,  thin, 
angular,  and  awkward,  yet  there  was  an  air  of  i^entle- 
ness,  conpled  with  resolution,  that  would  induce  the 
timid  to  trust  and  the  bold  to  respect  him ;  more 
than  his  wife,  he  had  adopted  the  Indian  costume  ; 
in  fact,  the  only  thin^;  in  his  apparel  that  denoted  his 
European  descent  was  the  white  neckcloth,  which, 
although  clean,  looked  as  if  long  unac(jnainted  with 
starch  or  smoothing  inm. 

It  is  scarcely  polite  to  ask  strangers  immediately 
on  mcetinn;  them  who  thev  are  and  where  thev  come 
from;  Ijut  I  was  not  long  kept  in  ignorance.  INfy 
'aiests  were  Germans  returnini>'  to  civilisation  after 
sojourning  for  twelve  years  as  missionaries  among 
the  Indians  of  the  most  distant  north-west.  In  all 
that  long  period,  except  what  they  conld  learn  from  the 
clerks  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  they  had  no 
communion  with  the  outer  world.  What  self-denial, 
what  belief,  what  faith,  does  not  such  conduct  as  this 
manifest  ?  and  how  very  few  arc  there  amono;  us 
wlio,  even  in  the  Creator's  service,  would  permit 
tliemselves  to  suffer  such  banishment ;  still  this 
worthy  couple  alluded  without  regret  to  the  past, 
and  with  cheerfulness  referred  to  their  return.    Both 
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sp()l<t'  ami  iviid  English  iiiipcrfcctly,  Imt  (julto  Iiitcl- 
li^iMy,  so  wo  soon  were  en^ii^cil  in  wliat  to  lue  was  a 
most  interestini;  conversation.  No  wonder  that  tliey 
were  weiitlier-.stained  and  ti'avel-soiled ;  over  two 
inontlis  tlicy  liad  heen  npon  tlicir  jonrney,  and  I  was 
llie  first  evidence  they  met  that  tliey  were  approach- 
ing civilisation.  The  tlescriptions  that  both  ^ave  of 
tlio  scenery  Jind  conntry  they  liad  ])asse(l  tln'on<:;h 
made  me  wish  tliat  the  season  was  earlier,  and  my 
supplies  sufficient  to  have  extended  my  tour  into  it, 
for  not  only  were  the  inhabitynts  totally  unac([uainted 
with  white  men,  but  game  and  fish  abounded  ;  how- 
ever, winter  in  that  lone  hind,  which  lasts  three-fourths 
of  the  year,  must  be  a  dreary  period  indeed,  for  the 
weather  is  frequently  so  severe  that  for  weeks  at  a  time 
it  is  impossible  to  leave  the  shelter  of  your  dwelling. 
The  next  day  after  my  visitors'  arrival,  being 
Sunday,  a  circumstance  that  I  was  almost  unaware 
of,  I  succeeded  in  inducing  them  to  postpone  their 
departure  till  the  morrow.  The  news  of  their  advent 
had  reached  the  Indians  at  the  lake,  so  by  sunrise 
there  was  quite  a  levee  assembled,  and  as  several 
understood  a  little  English,  the  missionary  thought  it 
an  opportunity  not  to  be  lost  for  a  word  in  season.  I 
fear  I  was  the  only  one  that  profited  by  his  zeal,  and 
that  was  only  in  a  partial  manner,  for  frequently  I 
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CdiiM  not  iindiTstaiKl  ciitiri'  si'iitLMU'cs  from  tin*  im- 
|K'rfi'C't  innniu'r  tliat  lie  spoko  my  native  lani;uMn;(\ 
Tills,  however,  did  not  prevent  his  audience  listening 
with  devout  attention,  and  the  f^rave,  serious  look  of 
the  Indians  would  have  done  honour  to  any  eoii- 
irrei^ation.  This  (Jernian  was  mueh  to  be  admired, 
and  exactly  the  type  of  person  th;it  should  be  selected 
for  the  life  lu^  led,  for  he  was  devout  without  bein^ 
fanatical,  earnest  yet  not  harsh,  an  excellent  me- 
chanic as  well  as  a  scholar.  In  fact,  just  such  a 
person  as  I  have  inui^ined  our  own  Livinfjrstone  to 
he,  judging  from  the  descriptions  I  have  heard  of 
him  on  the  banks  of  the  Clyde  from  those  who  knew 
him  in  his  early  days,  and  long  ere  he  was  so  widely 
known  to  fame.  Ovvv  our  ])ipes,  for  he  was  a  givat 
smoker,  and  seemed  to  ap[)reciate  the  quality  of 
my  sui)ply,  he  narrated  to  ine  one  adventure  that 
showed  that,  although  by  choice  a  man  of  peace,  ho 
still  could  be,  if  emergency  denumded,  a  man  of  war. 
A  couple  of  years  after  his  arrival  among  the 
Indians,  where  he  had  established  his  mission,  some 
strange  natives  came  to  visit  him.  His  apparently 
utter  defencelessness  induced  them  to  form  a  })lan  of 
a})propriating  his  property.  An  opportunity  pre- 
sented itself  to  the  Ived-skins,  at  least  they  thought 
so,  by  my  guest  and  his  wife  going  out  together  to 
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()l)t;iiii  a  Mipply  of  lisli.  Hut  heforu  his  reverence 
liad  lu'cii  loii^  I'li^a^cd,  an  accident  ]japi)ene(l  to  liis 
tackle  tliat  indnccd  Ids  return  home;  to  his  surprise, 
on  enterini;  the  liut,  he  heheld  iiall'  a  dozen  savages 
prepnrin*^  his  effects  for  immediate  transportation. 
Detected,  the  tiueves  did  not  disfruise  what  was 
their  intention,  and  were  now  prepared  to  carry  it 
out  \>y  force.  The  «:;o()d  man  argued  with  them, 
pointed  out  tiu'  heinousness  of  tlieir  conduct,  their 
injustice  to  liimself,  who  had  never  rohbed  them  ; 
but  all  was  vain,  and  insok'uce  and  tlu'eats  were 
returned,  so  as  lie  ex|)rcssed  it,  "although  a  soldier  of 
Christ  more  forcible  means  had  to  be  adopted  than 
generally  employed  by  them."  So  he  seized  a  club 
that  had  been  a  broom-handle  ;  his  foes,  nothin<^  loth, 
met  him,  and  hard  and  fast  became  the  ii^ht,  his 
knowledi^e  in  fencing'  serving  him  good  purpose. 
Early  in  the  scrinnnage  two  got  knocked  down,  but 
affairs  looked  still  doubtful  when  the  doctor's  wife 
arrived,  and  her  j)resence  turned  the  tide  of  battle 
into  an  ignominious  hasty  retreat. 

At  length  the  day  of  rest  was  spent  and  ^londay 
came — a  calm,  In'ight,  joyous  morning;  in  fact, 
exactly  such  a  one  as  would  tempt  the  most  in- 
veterate opponent  to  locomotion  to  be  up  and  going, 
so  the  longer  to  enjoy  the  society  of  my  new  friends, 
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I  (It'tiTiniiUMl  to  JU'('()inj):my  tliein  Id  tlu'Ir  first  lialt- 
in«,'-I»liico,  pass  tlit'  ni;i;lit  with  tlu'iu,  ami  ivtui'ii  by 
land  oil  tliL'  succH't'iliii<^day.  Hct'oro  startiii^^  altlioii^li 
it  was  not  without  many  protests  an;jiiiist  my  iihi'rahty, 
I  was  (loli^htcd  to  ]>o  ublu  to  supply  them  w  ith  one  or 
two  tri(lin;jj  luxuries  and  a  fair  supply  of  smoked 
venison  and  lish,  for  luM'etofore — u[)  to  tin'  date  of 
their  reaehln^'  my  residence — they  were  compelled 
almost  entirely  to  depend  for  food  upon  what  their 
Indians  could  procure. 

One  trifliiiii:  i^ift  I  was  uhle  to  make  them  seemed 
to  be  regariled  with  special  favour;  this  was  no  other 
than  the  ordinary  buhl  spoon  bait.  The  missionaiy 
had  never  seen  one  before,  and  in  ii  moment  reco^r- 
nised  its  importance  as  a  food  supplier  (bu'in^  ii 
journey  which  was  nearly  entirely  by  water.  Al- 
though the  spoon  bait  is  a  very  simple  piece  of  fish- 
ing tackle  for  the  expert  disciple  of  Isuak  Walton  to 
learn  the  use  of,  the  tyro  would  innnensely  benefit 
by  an  initiatory  lesson,  so  as  soon  as  we  got  clear  of 
the  first  rapid,  at  the  entrance  to  a  long  stretch  of 
comparatively  still  water,  opposite  what  has  lonii;  been 
known  by  me  as  Otter  Rock,  the  line  was  paid  out, 
and  the  hooks  soon  after  became  fast  in  a  gallant 
fish ;  in  an  hour  as  many  were  secured  as  could  be 
utilised,  so  we  desisted  from  further  slaughter. 
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'I'lic  Indians  who  actfd  as  caiKu'.nu'n  to  my  visitors 
I  liave  so  far  said  iiutliin;;  altont,  for  they  liad  only 
\hh'\\  in  till'  sci'N ice  of  my  frii'iuU  a  ('on|iIc»  of  wt-vks, 
tluMi'  lionu*  ))LMn^'  al>ont  a  iuindrcd  milos  to  tiic  nortli 
of  our  |»iv>>i'nt  |iositlon.  In  manners  and  apjM'ar- 
aiu'c  tlu-y  mncli  ri'st-mlili'd  tlu-  aljori^incs  that  dwell 
near  me,  and,  donl)tless,  were  an  offshoot  of  the  same 
race,  for  tlieir  lan^na^c,  altht)n^h  not  identically  tlie 
same,  was  so  very  similar,  that  they  eonversed  with 
each  other  with  ordinary  llnency. 

Indians  that  helon^  to  diffei'ent  trihes  are  generally 
as  ignorant  of  each  other's  lan^na^i^o  as  a  Cockney 
costerm()n<^er  is  of  (Jernjan  or  Frencii ;  this,  possibly 
incorrectly,  causes  mc  to  helieve  that  our  present 
canoe-men  and  tlu'  people  around  me  are  sprung 
from  the  same  stock.  They  also  possessed  a  smatter- 
ing of  the  lin«i;()  of  the  nortli-west  traders,  which  is 
a  strange  jarfjjon  of  had  French  and  worse  Knfrlish, 
doubtless  accjuired  about  some  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
forts.  This  "was  tlie  tliird  elianiie  of  guides  and  canoe- 
men  the  missionary  had  made  since  his  departure  from 
his  distant  station,  such  course  being  absolutely  ne- 
cessary, as  the  Indian  sehh)m  knows  anything  of  a 
country  beyond  tlie  limits  of  their  tribe's  accepted 
demesne,  and  generally  evinces  the  strongest  anti- 
pathy to  cross  its  boundary ;  nor  is  this  to  be  won- 
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(|i>n'(l  Jit,  for  till'  Nvliolc  I'jici'  an*  so  jralons  of  tlicli* 
iiiucHtral  po.sscssion.s  thiit  a  tivspassor  is  apt  to  bo 
tri'atf(l  with  tin*  jicnalty  of  <K'atli  tor  |>rt'snmin«,'  tf> 
ciicroacli  upon  tlu'  liiiMtiii;;  laiKls  of  aiiotlicr  trilx*. 

Kroin  tlic  (U'scrlptioii  of  my  ^iiosts,  tlu'  furtluM' you 
a|>proaili  to  till'  nortli  and  west,  tlu'  h'ss  iiitL'lli<^i'nt, 
aiitl  tlu'ri'f(»ri'  lower  in  tlio  scale  of  human  heini^H 
beeonic  the  ahorij^ines,  with  the  further  eharae- 
teristies  of  heiii^i;  more  (limimitive  in  iiein;ht  ami 
less  Kuropean  in  feature.  The  improvidence  of 
these  distant  races  has,  douhtless,  to  account  for 
this,  for  I  am  informed  that,  although  there  would 
not  he  the  sli«^htest  diiliculty  in  laying  up  suj)- 
plius  to  last  throughout  the  season  when  game  and 
tish  is  scarce,  or  when  the  severity  of  the  winter 
places  an  injunction  upon  going  abroad,  still  every 
vear  thev  suffer  more  or  less  from  a  ])eri()d  of  star- 
vation.  This  is  a  fault  of  the  Ketl-man  evervwhere 
— their  universal  motto  being,  let  the  morrow  pro- 
vide for  itself.  The  thief  who  has  been  jainished  for 
his  (lelin([uency  remembers  his  castigation,  so  fears 
again  to  be  dishonest,  or  only  is  so  when  certain  that 
he  can  be  with  impunity;  not  so  with  the  Indian, 
altliou<i;h  he  has  suffered  starvation  to  the  verixe  of 
death  from  his  improvidence  last  year,  he  will  be 
guilty  of  the  same  folly  the  next  season.     This  pecu- 


78 


LONE  LIFE: 


liar    tviut    in    tlie    cliarackT    of    the    aborifriiics    of 
Nortli   America  Mill  do  niucli   towards   their   utter 
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in  conse(inenc"  becomes  scarcer.  Witli  rivers  ami 
lakes  iniuimerablc  that  snarm  with  fish  in  such 
countless  numbers  that  they  can  be  gathered  daily 
throughout  the  summer  in  thousands  upon  their 
martdns,  with  reindeer  every  .SDrino;  and  autunm 
migrating'  north  and  south  in  droves  that  rival  in 
numbers  the  migratory  antelopes  of  Houth  Africa, 
it  appears  incredible  that  tlie  s])arse  population  of 
this  rei^ion  should  ever  want  for  food ;  but  so  it  is 
every  year,  and  to  such  straits  are  they  sometimes 
nnluced,  that  even  cannibalism  has  been  known  to 
have  resulted. 
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On  our  vovao;e  iii)  the  river  we  saw  no  laro-e 
yame ;  tlic  reason  for  this  beuiix,  (bubtless,  tliat  tlie 
flies  having  ceased  to  l.)e  troublesome,  the  deer 
faiuily  iiave  removed  more  into  the  upLamls,  Ijut 
■\vild-(hiek  of  many  varieties,  priuv^ipally  tlie  nialhird, 
were  most  abundant,  and  in  magnificent  condition, 
whicli  is  invariably  the  case  at  the  season  when  the 
wild  rice  is  ripe.  This  plant  is  one  of  the  most 
valuable  wild  cereals  of  the  AYestern  Coutinent ;  it 
mows  Avherever  the  water  is  shoal v  and  the  bottom 
alluvial,  provided  always  that  the  current  is  not  too 
strong.  All  birds  and  fiuadru[)eds  that  ai'e  not 
carnivorous  feed  upon  it;  even  the  Indians  have 
their  rice  harvest,  and  gather  it  in  large  quantities. 
The  rrrain  is  smaller  and  darker  than  the  rice  used  in 
civilisation,  but  it  is  much  sweeter  and  less  insipid  to 
the  taste.     I  have  often   had  it  put  in  soup,    and 
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found  it  n  most  valiinblc  adju'ict,  wliile,  if  it  is 
^n'ouiul  and  hid-icd  after  tlio  manner  of  Australian 
damper,  it  forms  a  very  passable  bread.  In  England, 
Avliere  so  nuieh  fuss  is  uiade  about  acclimatisation 
of  animal  and  vegetable  life,  it  is  really  surprising 
that  no  enter])rising  landed  proprietor  who  possesses 
marsh  lands  or  lakes  and  rivers  upon  his  estates  intro- 
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increase  in  his  show  of  game,  particularly  of  the 
miaratorv  kinds.  In  the  craw  of  the  Moodcock  and 
sni[»e,  birds  that  are  by  many  supposed  to  live  solely 
upon  animal  diet,  I  have  found  it ;  the  wood  grouse 
are  so  fond  of  it  that  they  leave  the  quiet  solitudes 
of  their  forest  retreats  and  haunt  the  marmns  of  the 
marshes  to  obtain  it ;  while  wild-fowl  of  every  de- 
scription are  so  i)artial  to  it  for  food,  that  while 
feasting  upon  this,  their  favourite  diet,  tliey  forget 
their  habitual  wariness,  and  permit  the  sportsman  to 
ap])roacli  them  within  the  shortest  of  range  before 
thev  can  be  induced  to  flush. 

After  a  severe  day  of  toil  to  the  Indians,  and  one, 
moreover,  in  which  we  had  not  made  more  than 
twenty  miles,  we  reached  our  camping  place  about 
four  P.M.  Keleasc  from  our  necessarily  cramped  posi- 
tion in  the  canoe  was  a  great  relief,  and  although 
time  was  given  to  overcome  our  cramps  and  stiffness, 


I 


■■ 


■JPEE3SSS 


rs 


A    YEAU   IN   THE   WILDERNESS. 


81 


soon  a  fiiv  was  i;iviiin;  fortli  its  ruddy  l»l;i/.e,  the 
kettle  siui^iiii;'  its  most  welcome  soiiix,  and  a  shelter 
of  jiemlock  lookiiii^  iiiviti'i<i;ly  for  o('eu)):iiits. 

Ilaviuti;  a  o;reat  desire  to  kill  some  venison,  so  that 
my  friends  mii^ht  liave  a  supply  of  fresh  meat  with 
tlicni  after  their  separation  from  me,  1  took  my  gun, 
and,  accompanied  ^v  the  missionary,  strolled  into  the 
woods.  1\  I  li;  j»s  we  talked  too  much,  or  paid  more 
attention  to  each  other's  conversation  than  the  objects 
snrromidinix  us,  lor  wo  saw  no  iianr!':.',  althouirh  on 
every  side  tracks  were  to  be  observed  so  fresh  that 
thcv  could  on!v  just  liuVij  been  made.  As  the  shadows 
began  to  lengthen  ra|<i.lly,  we  deemed  it  prudent  to 
retrace  our  steps,  M'hich  we  had  scarcely  commenced 
to  do,  whc'i  our  attention  was  called  to  a  family  of 
Canadian  grouse  dropping  from  a  tree  into  a  small 
space  of  comparatively  speaking  open  ground.  The 
better  to  observe  them,  we  took  advantage  of  some 
intervening  brush,  then  succeeded  in  finding  shelter 
behind  a  windfall.  Not  over  forty  yards  severe  I  us 
now  from  the  birds,  which  were  perfectly  ignorant  of 
our  proximity.  I  was  hesitating  whether  I  should  not 
fire  at  them,  wdien  mv  attention  was  attracted  to 
an  animal  movinjr  close  by.  In  a  moment  after  a 
bay  lynx  made  its  appearance,  and,  crouching  with 
its  stomach  almost  to  the  ground,  rai)idlv  advanced 
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towards  tlic  i^a'ousc.  Wlioii  %vitliiii  fifteen  yards  or 
th''rc!al)outs  oC  thi'in,  ^vItll  its  limbs  bent  iindi'i*  it  so 
as  to  be  able  to  sprinu;  Avitii  i«;reatest  power,  it  raised 
its  head  over  an  intervening'  branch  Avhicli  had  acted 
as  its  screen,  and  took  a  survey  of  the  prey.  Its 
eyes  seemed  fairly  to  glower  upon  the  birds.  In 
this  position  it  remained  some  minutes  Avith  an  in- 
tcntness  in  its  ex])ressi()n,  a  craving  for  blood,  that 
was  almost  demon-like.  More  and  more  the  lynx 
brought  its  hind  legs  beneath  its  body  ;  once  or  twice 
it  apj»cared  to  gather  itself  for  the  final  spring,  and  as 
often  postponed  it.  At  leniith,  with  a  bound  that 
nearly  cleared  the  intervening  space,  it  dashed  among 
its  prey,  and  in  an  instant  struck  down  "with  its 
paw  one  of  the  little  family.  Anything  more  bril- 
liantly or  rapidly  executed  I  never  saw;  in  fact,  it 
was  a  masterpiece  of  the  mo.' t  skilful  strategy. 

I  am  almost  ashamed  to  confess  that  I  would  have 
shot  the  animal,  but  my  companion  interposed, 
stating  that  it  only  played  the  part  that  the  Maker 
had  intended,  and  that  as  it  was  of  comparatively 
little  use  to  us,  it  would  be  a  sin  to  deprive  it  of  life. 
How  seldom  we  think  on  these  matters;  how  much 
better  that  we  did  so  more  frequently.  I  do  not  for 
a  moment  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  the  extinc- 
tion of  vermin  on  an  estate  is  unnecessary,  quite  the 
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rcvurse,  for  tlu'i'o  a  couniariilivcly  useless  animal 
destroys  an  iniiiR'iisc  aiuoiiiit  of  useful  huiniiu  food  ; 
but  here,  where  there  was  a  superahu'idauce  for  all, 
tlie  clreunistauces  were  coni[)letely  altered. 

That  eveuinn;,  uo  lullahy  or  opiate  was  necessary 
to  send  us  to  sleep,  for  all  were  tired  with  the  exer- 
tions of  the  day  and  the  constant  exposure  to  the 
fresh  air,  so  ^vhether  the  lueifecs  yelled,  the  wolves 
howled,  or  the  owls  hooted,  uo  one  in  the  morning 
appeared  to  know,  so  thoroughly  had  all  enjoyed 
their  night  of  rest. 

At  length  our  last  meal  together,  possibly  for  ever, 
certainly  for  a  long,  long  time,  was  finished,  the 
sundry  traps  deposited  in  the  canoe,  and  all  was  ready 
for  the  start,  save  the  embarkation  of  the  good  old 
missionary  aiul  his  devoted  wife.  Both  seemed  loth 
to  bid  good-bye,  and  deferred  in  consequence  pro- 
nouncing it  till  the  last  moment ;  but  further  pretext 
for  delay  became  inexpedient,  the  old  gentleman  in 
consequence  took  off  his  cap,  tiius  permitting  his  long, 
straiTillinir  white  liair  to  float  in  the  breeze,  niakino* 
him  look  the  ideal  representative  of  what  he  was. 

''  Before  we  sever,  let  me  ask  the  great  and  good 
(jod,  mIio  has  ever  ke])t  my  wife;  and  self  from 
all  danger,  to  take  you,  too,  under  his  guardian- 
ship during  your   sojourn  upon  earth,  and  into  his 
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fold  'wlicn  tilt'  hour  to  Iciivc  it  luis  iUTivcd.  Mav 
God  bk'ss  you." 

Siuikiu^  liauds  with  au  carnestUL'SS  seldom  givcii 
to  the  cerenioiiy  iu  civilisation,  I  assisted  both  into 
their  places,  the  canoi'  noiselessly  <ilided  (»ver  the 
sparklinir  stream,  a  wooded  point  of  fir-trees  soon  it 
liad  passed,  and  1  was  alone,  hut  with  one  of  the 
pleasantest  ej)isodcs  of  my  life  so  firndy  indented  on 
jny  nund  that  it  must  ever  renuun  ^erdant  in  my 
memory. 

No,  1  doubt,  and  certainly  hope  that  J  shall  never 
forget  Carl  and  lk*eda  Schmidt,  and  if  they  have  all 
the  prosperity  and  hapi)iness  I  wish,  then  will  they 
receive  a  full  measure  of  these  blessings.  I  have 
jmet  a  great  many  Germans,  and  the  more  1  have 
seen,  the  more  qualities  to  admire  I  have  found  them 
.possessed  of.  As  husbands,  friends,  foes,  they  are 
sincere,  and  play  their  part  in  all  with  purpose. 

The  association  of  such  a  person  with  any  un- 
civilised race  must  have  been  beneficial  in  a  double 
sense,  first,  to  instruct  and  teach ;  secondly,  to  give 
its  members  an  a})preciation  of  the  white  nian  that 
must  materially  add  to  his  safety  when  thrown  among 
them.  It  is  a  great  pity  that  there  are  not  moi'e 
missionaries  like  Mr.  Schmiflt ;  the  reason  being,  that 
•clergymen  as  a  rule  do  not,  or  will  not,  comprehend 
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tli.'it  (.wauiplo  Is  far  more  valiial)K'  to  llu'  uiHMili^^htcned 
than  |nvco|)t.  The  success  of  tliat  iiever-to-lte-for- 
gotteii  <2;ooil  niaiij  \VillIain  IVnn,  ainon^  the  lu- 
(liiinSj  and  tlie  niinilxT  of  ])roselytes  that  he  iniule 
to  Christianity,  was  entirely  owing  to  exani[)le, 
coniifined  witli  tolerance  of  errors  in  those  who 
4  were  incompetent  to  distingnisli  rii;ht  from  wrong. 
Tims  the  early  settlements  of  Pennsylvania  received 
for  vt-'ars  ])errect  innnunitv  from  the  fearful  scenes 
of  massacre  and  bloodshed  that  marked  all  other  parts 
of  the  Western  Continent  in  its  early  colonisation. 
The  tall,  erect,  and  noble  countenanced,  weather- 
tanned  man,  by  his  side  his  wife,  the  [)atient,  enduring,, 
and  fond  j)artner  of  his  labour,  the  graceful  bircli- 
bark  canoe  and  its  dusky  crew,  the  bright,  clear, 
rippling  river,  and  the  surrounding,  silent,  brilliant 
foliaged  trees,  would  have  formed  no  unworthy  pic- 
ture for  the  artist's  skill,  and  one  not  unlike  what  I 
have  seen  among  a  collection  of  historical  paintings 
that  deck  the  principal  public  edifice  in  Washington.. 
By  a  straight  line  northward,  with  slight  divergence- 
to  the  east,  my  route  home  can  scarcely  exceed  fifteen 
miles;  but  then  the  walking  is  rough,  and  possibly 
in  parts  swampy,  so  I  no  further  give  way  to  sad 
feelings  or  loneliness,  but  calling  up  Poteen,  who  is 
deeply   interested  in   an   attempt  to   investigate  the 
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interior  of  a  mannot's  cirtli,  or  to  n^et  an  opportunity 
to  worry  its  occupant,   leave  tlic  margin  of  the  river 
and    pusli    forward    into    the    tiudjer.     Tlie    charac- 
teristics of  the  country  at  first  were  nice  rollinf;  lands 
covered  with  heecli,  hirch,  and  nuiple,  intersected  ])y 
innunieral)le  rivulets,  the  soil  appearing  to  be  tole- 
rably free  fi'oni  stone — an  objection  nenerally  to  be 
found  in  the  <^reater  poi'tion  of  this  locality.     When 
€mio;ration    has    swamped    that    ])ortion    of    North 
America  that  is  blessetl  with  less  severe  winters  than 
here,  the  exodus  of  the   pale  face  will  doubtless   be 
directed  hence,  and  what  a  change  will  come  over 
the  face  of  the  land !     The  vellow  oats,  the  russet 
upland  hay,  the  verdant,  closely-bottomed  meadow, 
will  take  the   place  of  the  primj\jval  forest,  and  the 
echo  now  seldom  waked,  and  then  only  by  bocking 
of  the  moose  or  cariboo,  by  the  tapping  of  the  wood- 
pecker, the  screech  of  the  owl,  or  howl  of  the  wild- 
cat or  wolf,  will  reverberate  with  the  child's  laugh, 
the  axe's  unceasing  blows,  or  the  bellow  of  cattle  or 
bleat  of  sheep  standing  knee-deep  in  luxuriant  pas- 
tui'e.     How  few  are  there  who  will  not  like  such  a 
picture,  and  wish  earnestly  that  it  was  in  their  power 
to  be  among  the  pioneers  that  produce  it ;  but  ^et  me 
tell  the  reader  that  a  long,  long  time  will  ])ass  after 
their  advent  into  the  new  home — many  days,  months, 
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vcnrs  of  unremitting^  toil  ami  privation  l)oforo  the 
fhan;;o  juvdictcd  is  acconiplisluMl,  and  then  not  one 
out  of  a  liundivd  will  live  to  sec  the  desired  result 
accrue  from  their  davs  and  niixhts  of  labour.  It  is 
the  adaije  of  "  s/V  rof<  vohls''  repeated  a<;ain. 

I  am  convinced,  too,  in  addition  to  the  other 
attractions  of  this  lUM^hhourhood,  that  coal  jihounds 
throuixljout  the  greater  portion  of  it,  and  at  no  i^reat 
distance  beneath  the  surface.  This  e(»Mclusion  I 
arrive  at  from  havin<i;  discovered  a  vein  of  no  trifling 
extent  croppini^  out  by  the  river's  bank. 

With  the  passage  of  time,  the  day  has  undergone 
a  complete  change,  for  the  bright  exhilarating  morn- 
ing has  given  [)lace  to  a  dreamy,  lethargic,  liazy,  still 
day — a  specimen  of  the  Indian  summer  in  its  greatest 
intenseness.  In  a  modified  form,  Indian  sununcr 
weather  is  truly  delightful,  but  when  it  assumes  the 
superlative  degree,  it  is  as  much  to  be  re})robatcd  as 
tlie  sirocco  in  the  Mediterranean. 

Little  caring  for  the  woods  when  under  sucli  de- 
pressing influences,  I  increased  my  pace  with  the 
hope  to  accomplish  my  journey  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  liad  been  walking  about  three  hours,  and  in  that 
time  certainly  traversed  ciijht  or  nine  miles,  so  should 
have  quite  accomplished  half  the  distance  home, 
and  be  entering  a  country  familiar  to  my  eye ;  still 
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all  Mppcarcd  str;m<Xi'.  Tliis  I'iithn'  pu/./.Icil  mc  at 
first,  but  I  [roMsoIeMl  myscll*  hy  thiiikiiii,'  that  it  was 
caused  l)v  tlic  (listaiicc  l)('in«;  ohsciircd  hv  the  \\i\7.v\ 
80  contimu'd  my  nmti'.  Ilowcvor,  an  iiitiir  after- 
wards, when  1  had  ^ot  into  a  hemlock  swamp  of  the 
very  densest  and  wettest  description,  I  he«]jan  to 
feel  convinced  that  my  l)ump  of  locality  was  not  so 
well  developed  as  I  imagined,  so  resolved,  very 
much  ai.';ainst  my  will — for  I  helieved  that  1  was 
almost  e(pial  to  the  Indian  in  finding  my  way — to 
consult  my  compass.  First  I  felt  one  pocket,  then 
another,  hut  all  was  useless,  I  h;id  fori^otten  it,  left  it 
at  home,  and  that  upon  an  occasion  when  1  urgently 
required  its  services.  ^Vas  not  this  most  provokin^^? 
1  can  assure  you  I  felt  it  so,  hut  "  what  can't  be 
cured  must  ])e  endured,"  so  I  faced  about  and  endea- 
voured to  retrace  my  steps,  so  as  to  get  out  of  the 
swamp  as  soon  as  possible.  This  I  iman;ined  at  tlie 
time  an  easy  matter;  any  person  would  be  justified 
in  thinking  so ;  but  it  was  (piite  the  reverse ;  the 
more  I  walked,  and,  as  I  supi)osed,  retired  from  the 
low-lying,  wet  ground,  the  further  I  seemed  to 
advance  irito  it,  and  the  more  intricate  and  lense 
became  the  undergrowth  and  fallen  timber.  At 
length,  perfectly  exhausted,  and  far  from  in  an 
amiable  frame  of  mind,  I  sat  down  with  the  hope  of 
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ilt'vi^ini'  wiivs  and  inc'iiis  of  oscaimi''  from  my  <H- 
It'iiimM.  .\Itli()ii<^li  I  liad  niv  ^roiiml-nii;  with  m«', 
ami  the  im-aiis  of  iiiakiii^  a  fire,  still  I  was  far  from 
ciijoyiii;^  the  prospect  of  spending  tlio  iii;;lit  al<»iu'  in 
tlk'Sf  solitiidi'S,  so,  to  oliviati'  so  iiiipK-asaiit  a  cv)y///r- 
finips,  I  ascc'iidfd  oiio  of  tlio  talK'st  trees  with  the 
JiojK'  of  leai'inii^r  in  what  dii'cctioii  hi;:;h,  and  conso- 
(iiicntlv  drv  <;round  lav;  hut  the  iia/.e  seemed  to  shut 
in  the  distance  with  a  veil,  and  entirely  obscure 
the  sun's  position.  More  dis«riisted  and  more 
tliitrouifhly  realising  tin*  strait  I  was  placed  in,  1 
(les(;ende(l,  resolvin<f  as  near  Jis  possible  to  keep  a 
direct  course  and  trust  in  Providence.  The  tendency 
that  all  persons  have  to  walk  in  a  circh'  of  greater  or 
less  extent,  when  lost  in  the  w<tods,  1  was  (piite  awju'e 
of,  so  to  know  that  I  was  not  doinii;  so,  I  lopped  off 
an  occasional  lind),  to  mark  the  course  I  was  takin<(, 
sincerely  trusting;  that  I  should  not  again  set  my 
eyes  on  them.  The  solitude,  stillness,  and  sombre- 
ncss  of  the  foliage  had  such  a  thoroughly  depressing 
I'ffect  upon  my  spirits,  that  I  ceased  to  wonder  that 
persons  in  such  predicaments  often  go  out  of  their 
minds ;  I  can  imagine  no  more  j)ainful  situation 
than  mine,  unless  adrift  in  a  boat,  on  a  tropical  sea, 
the  water  without  a  ripple,  the  sky  without  a  cloud, 
and   the    sun   pelting    down   upon  the  unfortunates 
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its  fiercest  rays ;  it  is  one  of  such  utter  helpless- 
ness, where  the  brain  or  mind  appears  to  be  use- 
less to  assist  your  endeavours,  and  each  sense  to  be 
at  variance  with  the  other.  To  get  excited  of  course 
was  absurd,  but  you  have  so  great  a  tendency  to 
become  so,  that  one  requiren  to  exercise  no  small 
amount  of  moral  restraint  to  prevent  it;  but  if  the 
wanderer  should  give  way,  first  to  run  then  to  shout 
is  his  desire,  both  of  which  performances  rapidly 
increase  prostration,  and  thus  deprive  you  of  your 
strength,  the  very  necessary  that  is  requisite  to  save 
you.  Hours  had  now  passed,  and  not  the  slightest 
prospect  of  relief  could  I  discern  unless  the  haze 
that  hung  over  the  forest  should  blow  off  and  the 
sun  again  become  visible.  But  such  was  far  from 
probable,  for  night,  from  the  gloom  and  shadows 
becoming  more  intense,  and  the  entire  cessation  of 
the  notes  and  calls  of  the  day-loving  birds  and 
insects,  was  apparently  rapidly  approaching.  To  be 
lost  is  never  pleasant,  but  if  it  had  been  on  the  dry 
uplands,  where  I  could  have  stretched  my  wearied 
frame  upon  the  soil  without  becoming  saturated 
with  swamp  water,  or  obtained  an  abundance  of  dry 
wood  to  make  an  invigorating  companionable  fire,  I 
should  not  have  had  such  cause  for  regret,  but  here, 
to  lay  down  was  impossible,  and  even  if  wood  dry 
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enough  to  burn  could  be  found,  there  was  no  place 
sufficiently  free  from  water  on  whicli  to  place  it. 
There  was  but  one  misery  to  complete  my  unhappiness, 
viz.,  mosquitoes,  whicii,  although  at  this  season  almost 
unknown  on  the  barrens  and  open  lands,  literally 
swaiTOcd  around  me  in  countless  thousands,  and  if 
I  halted  for  a  moment,  attacked  with  such  vigour 
as  to  intimate  that  they  had  been  kept  on  starva- 
tion allowance,  and  were  now  determined  to  make  up 
for  their  previous  fast.  Continuing  on  my  legs  so 
long,  that  from  the  increasing  darkness  I  had  almost 
dislocated  my  limbs  over  fallen  trees,  and  broken  my 
neck  over  standing  ones,  I  was  compelled  to  halt;  a 
lately  prostrated  tree  was  beside  me;  against  its 
trunk  I  leaned,  wrapping  the  ground-sheet  around  my 
body  to  keep  out  the  damp  swamp  exhalations.  From 
my  feet  remaining  stationary  and  supporting  a  portion 
of  my  wei^'ht,  soon  I  was  ankle  deep  in  the  clammiest, 
softest  mud,  which,  now  it  had  been  disturbed,  sent 
forth  an  exhalation  of  the  most  disagreeable  kind. 

I  have  seen  it  dark  before,  so  dark  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  imagine  more  perfect  Erebus ;  but  here, 
under  the  thickly-foliaged  sombre  hemlocks  it  was 
so  intense,  that  I  almost  imagined  I  could  feci  its 
pressure.  My  pipe  had  never  been  previously  so 
valued,  yet  I  was  deprived  of  a  portion  of  the  plea- 
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sure  of  my  smoke  by  not  being  Jible  to  see  tlie 
circling  cloud  that  arose  from  it,  the  glowing  coal 
being  the  only  thing  to  inform  mo  that  it  was 
lighted.  But  the  craving  for  tobacco,  like  the  ap- 
petite, becomes  satiated,  so  after  a  time  even  that 
solace  was  denied  me.  How  wearying  and  inter- 
minable was  that  night  it  would  be  impossible  to 
describe,  and  if  I  closed  my  eyes  it  was  not  to 
sleep,  but  to  shut  out  the  painfully  intense  darkness. 
I  have  often  previously  thought  how  monotonous  and 
disagreeable  must  be  the  two  hours  spent  in  a  sentry- 
box  by  a  soldier  at  some  out-of-the-way  post,  where 
no  human  being  or  animal  life  is  near ;  but  my  posi- 
tion was  a  thousand  times  worse,  for  no  friendly 
relief  could  I  expect  to  terminate  my  imprisonment, 
no  dry  sentry-box  floor  to  stand  ujion.  It  is  wonder- 
ful how  a  weak-minded  or  superstitious  person 
becomes  affected  under  circumstances  similar  to  those 
in  which  I  was  placed ;  even  people  brave  as  lions 
and  fearing  nothing  mortal,  from  having  listened  to 
the  absurd  stories  and  superstitions  of  an  old  servant 
in  their  youth,  grow  up  to  man's  estate  with  such  an 
indescribable  dread  of  supernatural  beings,  as  to  com- 
pletely demoralise  them.  I  remember  well  such  an 
instance,  although  it  is  years  since  it  occurred  and  is 
connected  with  another  portion  of  the  world,  still  I 
will  relate  it. 
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While  our  troops  were  in  tlic  Eiist,  iiud  previous  to 
open  liostilities  oc(;urrin<^  with  the  enemv,  in  my 
routine  of  duty  I  hud  to  take  eliarge  of  r*  subaltern's 
guard.  The  post  of  one  of  the  outlyin*^  sentries  was 
in  a  graveyard  of  immense  extent,  and  densely  planted 
v/ith  cypress  trees.  It  was  the  custom  of  the  people 
here  to  place  very  tall  tombstones,  ornamented  with 
a  head-like  top,  over  the  last  resting-])laces  of  their 
friends  or  relatives.  After  the  manner  of  Moslem  coun- 
tries, this  burying-ground  was  so  neglected,  that  these 
mementoes  of  the  dead  reclined  at  every  conceivable 
angle,  or  lay  prostrate  u})on  the  ground,  while  a  dense 
growth  of  semi-tropical  creepers  grew  in  the  wild 
profusion  of  neglect.  As  might  have  been  expected, 
the  jackals  of  the  neighbouring  country  liad  selected 
this  sombre  funeral  spot  as  a  favourite  haunt,  and 
night  after  night  held  high  revelry  among  the  re- 
mains of  departed  mortality.  In  the  midnight  relief 
was  a  young  soldier,  his  age  about  twenty,  there- 
fore but  lately  enlisted.  In  appearance  he  was 
tall  and  well  formed,  just  such  a  lad  as  could  not 
pass  Westminster  without  being  pounced  on  by  every 
recruiting  sergeant  that  chanced  to  set  eye  on  him. 
Brought  up  in  a  sequestered  valley  in  the  north  of 
Ireland,  this  youth  had  often  listened  to  narra- 
tions of  the  superstitious  population  about  banshees 
having  been  heard  or  leprechauns  seen,  and  that  the 
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voice  of  the  one  foretold  iininediatc  dcatli,  and  the 
sight  of  tlic  other  serious  misfortune.  A  change  in 
the  weather  prophesied  a  heavy  fall  of  rain,  so  the 
jackals,  after  the  manner  of  their  genus,  commenced 
to  make  night  hideous  with  their  unearthly  voices, 
and  these  animals  were  here  almost  as  numerous  as 
rabbits  in  a  warren.  About  half-past  one  I  went  to 
visit  the  sentries;  a  quarter  of  an  hour  later  I 
reached  the  vicinity  where  the  lad  had  been  posted ; 
we  received  no  challenge,  the  place  and  night  were 
not  such  as  would  be  likely  to  cause  the  recruit 
to  fall  asleep,  so  I  possibly  made  more  than  a 
necessary  amount  of  noise  that  he  might  become 
aware  of  our  presence.  At  length  I  spoke  to  the 
corporal,  who  accompanied  me,  in  a  voice  sufficiently 
elevated  to  be  heard  over  fifty  yards  off,  yet  no 
challenge  was  vouchsafed  me,  further  we  could  not 
see  the  man. 

I  became  alarmed  for  the  youngster's  safety; 
Greeks  and  Turks,  too,  carried  knives,  and  were  known 
to  have  used  them  when  plunder  or  revenge  was  to 
be  obtained.  Moreover,  there  are  numerous  fanati- 
cal followers  of  Islam  who  believe  that  by  taking  the 
life  of  a  Christian  dog  they  are  insuring  a  certain 
passport  to  heaven,  so,  without  further  delay,  we 
marched  up  to  the  post.     Pale  as  a  corpse,  and  with 
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eyes  (Ustciulod  with  fear,  tliero  stood  tlie  lad ;  so 
demoralised  liad  he  become  from  the  U)nclincss  of  liis 
situation,  and  listenin*;  to  the  constant  jecrin<:;  and 
Satanic  liowling  of  the  jackals,  that  he  had  lost  the 
power  of  speech  or  movement. 

I  should  have  reported  the  circumstance,  but  did 
not ;  my  reward  was  to  know  afterwards,  that  in  the 
field,  where  hard  blows  were  struck  and  unfailing 
courage  before  a  gallant  enemy  requisite,  this  lad 
bore  himself  a?  nobly  as  any  soldier  that  carried 
a  musket  in  his  regiment. 

Years  afterwards,  by  a  bivouac  fire  in  the  north  of 
China,  near  the  hour  of  midnight,  a  smart,  hand- 
some, non-commissioned  officer  might  have  been  seen 
talking  to  me;*  on  his  breast  were  several  medals. 
It  was  the  hero  of  the  graveyard  thanking  me  for 
having  spared  him,  and  explaining  that  he  really 
was  not  answerable  for  the  inexplicable  fear  that  had 
overcome  him. 

But,  thank  goodness,  I  was  not  one  of  that  sort ; 
possibly,  if  becoming  oblivious  to  the  passage  of  time 
was  a  desideratum,  it  might  have  been  better  that  I 
was,  for,  although  the  period  of  darkness  and  light  at 
this  season  are  about  equal,  twelve  hours  appeared 
beaten  out  into  twenty-four.  The  entire  night,  being 
compelled  to  remain  almost  in  one  position,  from  the 
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softness  of  tl»c  slimy  soil,  I  was  uj)  to  the  knees  in  mud 
and  slusli,  while  the  mosquitoes,  doiibtless  considering 
that  they  were  being  thus  deprived  of  a  portion  of 
their  prey,  massed  their  columns  for  attack  on  the  still 
unburied  part  of  my  body ;  and  from  the  manner  in 
which  they  thrust  their  mandibles  into  me,  if  one 
could  judge  by  feeling,  not  seeing,  they  must  have 
been  of  no  ordinary  size. 

The  insect  inhabitants  of  this  swamp  reminded  me 
of  a  yam  which,  I  must  say,  I  had  long  been  sceptical 
as  to  its  veracity.  In  a  certain  part  of  the  United 
States,  where  these  bloodsuckers  were  both  numerous 
and  large,  a  settler  in  the  spring  of  the  year  took 
his  axe  and  copper  kettle  into  the  woods  to  prepare  a 
camp  for  making  maple  sugar.  He  had  commenced 
tapping  the  trees  when  he  was  attacked  by  innu- 
merable mosquitoes ;  every  effort  to  drive  them  off 
was  unavailing,  so  to  save  himself  from  being  eaten 
alive,  he  ultimately  reversed  the  copper  boiler,  and, 
axe  in  hand,  got  under  it ;  but  even  here  he  was  not 
safe,  for  the  gallinippers  disregarded  his  metal  shield 
and  forced  their  powerful  bills  through  it,  in  the 
liope  of  striking  ile  by  sticking  them  in  their  i)rey. 
Matters  now  became  serious,  and  the  prisoner  com- 
menced to  think  what  was  to  be  done  in  such  an 
emergency.     Of  all  people  there  are  none  so  fertile 
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in  invention,  especially  when  placed  in  unexpected  difti- 
culties.  Now  tliis  settler  was  not  one  whit  behind  his 
race,  so  he  turned  round  and  prepared  for  action.  "With 
his  axe  in  hand  he  waited  his  chance,  and  as  soon  as  ho 
saw  a  bill  of  the  persecutors  come  through  the  boiler's 
bottom,  there  and  then  he  clenched  it.  For  three 
long  mortal  hours  was  he  kept  at  this  work ;  never 
was  blacksmith's  hammer  plied  more  incessantly,  till, 
poor  man,  he  began  to  think  that  he  had  done  the 
hardest  day's  work  of  his  life.  Thus  he  was  just  about 
giving  out  when  the  boiler  commenced  to  move; 
slowly  at  first  it  was  raised  from  the  ground,  nuu'e 
rapidly  it  ascended  as  it  gained  elevation,  and,  alas ! 
tlic  poor  fellow  saw  his  bran  new  pot  rapidly  going 
off  for  the  next  county. 

It's  an  ill  wind  that  blows  no  £jood  luck.  Some  of 
the  mosquitoes  got  tired  ;  others  had  their  bills  pulled 
out,  so  just  as  they  got  across  the  county  line  they  let 
the  boiler  drop.  Abe  Blunt — who  was  the  biggest 
loafer  in  these  parts,  and  had  done  so  many  bad  turns 
to  the  would-be  maker  of  maple  sugar,  that  if  that  un- 
fortunate had  an  improper  wish,  it  would  be  that  a 
rattlesnake  would  £jet  into  this  unfriendlv  neio;hbour's 
bed  or  a  bear  chaw  him  up — was  sitting  out  on  the 
fence  taking  stock  of  his  mint — for  he  was  a  rare  hand 
tliis  Abe  Blunt  at  mint  juleps — when  down  came  the 
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boiler  smash  on  his  head,  and  the  mint  in  his  garden 
spoilt  that  year  for  want  of  gathering.  Onr  settler  was 
not  uncharitable,  he  lef^.  the  copper  with  the  widow, 
and  to  this  day  she  uses  it  for  a  sieve.  My  informant 
added,  that  anybody  who  was  too  darned  particular 
.to  take  it  upon  his  word,  had  but  to  go  to  Bunkum, 
Illinois,  and  there  could  see  the  copper  kettle. 

But  it  is  all  very  well  to  joke  about  a  thing 
when  it  is  over;  that  night,  sitting  in  the  swamp 
alone  with  the  mosquitoes  singing  to  me,  was  not  a 
joke,  and  long  before  day  broke,  when  the  owls 
opened  tlieir  concert  proclaiming  its  approach,  I  re- 
joiced even  down  to  the  soles  of  my  boots.  At  length 
the  day  did  break,  and  light  imperceptibly  glided  into 
day,  for  the  same  haze  of  Indian  summer  was  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth.  Not  having  eaten  since  the 
previous  morning,  I  produced  my  supplies;  fortu- 
nately they  could  bo  rendered  palatable  without  fire, 
and  humble  and  commonplace  as  they  were,  no  sauce 
was  required  to  give  me  an  appetite.  How  fortu- 
nately arc  all  these  things  ordained,  for  if,  after  hours 
of  fast,  and  suffering  from  the  prostration  resulting 
from  it,  we  were  as  fastidious  in  our  taste  and  dis- 
inclined to  take  food,  as  we  frequently  are  when 
leading  a  life  of  ease  and  luxury,  how  soon  would 
terminate  cur  powers  of  endurance. 

Through  all  the  night  a  most  unhappy  dog  has  been 
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Poteen ;  this  morning  his  countonanco  is  wobcgono, 
and  his  manner  distrait ;  even  tho  curl  with  which  ho 
was  wont  to  carry  his  tail  over  liis  hurdies  has  now 
lost  its  stiffness,  and  no  longer  would  be  regarded 
by  canine  acquaintances  as  ornamental. 

Although  we  shared  pretty  nearly  alike  at  our 
morning  meal  as  far  as  (quantity  went,  he  evinced  his 
bad  breeding  by  first  gulping  down  his  portion,  and 
afterwards,  wiiilo  I  ate  my  meagre  repast,  greedily 
devouring  mine  with  his  eyes.  But  I  have  long  re- 
garded him  as  a  very  common  dog,  in  spito  of  all 
Master  Sugar  says  to  the  contrary,  and  all  tho  won- 
derful anecdotes  ho  narrates  of  his  intelligence,  cup- 
board love  is  what  his  affection  most  appropriately 
can  be  called,  and  if  it  were  not  that  the  Indian  boy 
was  a  warm  bedfellow  and  a  good  friend  to  have  in 
the  kitchen,  Poteen  would  not  show  a  particle  of 
partiality  for  him.  A  very  dirty,  unattractive  pair 
of  tramps  we  must  have  looked  when  wo  resumed 
our  walk  in  the  morning.  I  wonder  what  the 
police  would  have  thought  or  said  if  we  had  by  some 
enchantment  been  conveyed  to  a  London  suburb ; 
probably  they  would  neither  have  looked  nor  said 
much,  but  taken  the  fact  for  granted  and  run  us  in 
forthwith.  Miserable  as  we  were,  there  was  no 
use  sitting  down  under  it ;  action  was  the  only  thing 
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tlint  couUl  save  us,  so  with  weary  gait  and  fovcr- 
lieatc<l  l>row  I  pusliod  forward,  scarcely  lioping 
to  escape  from  imprlsunment|  for  no  cliange  liad 
taken  ])laco  in  the  appearance  of  the  day,  the  same 
lieavy  mist  still  hanging  over  the  woodland.  As 
far  as  I  can  judge  it  must  have  been  about  noon 
tliat  1  came  across  one  of  the  twigs  I  had  broken 
yesterday  to  mark  my  position,  l^y  it  I  learned 
that  I  could  not  have  so  far  entered  the  swamp 
ns  I  commenced  to  suppose — a  circumstance  tliat  I 
luid  every  reason  to  be  thankful  for,  because  if  it 
would  only  clear  up,  from  the  top  of  a  tree  I  could 
liavo  no  difficulty  discovering  in  what  direction  the 
lil^'h  hinds  lav. 

In  all  forests,  except  in  the  densest  of  swamps,  you 
can  generally  determine  the  points  of  the  compass  by 
observing  on  which  side  of  the  trees  the  greatest 
amount  of  moss  grows,  for  it  is  ever  most  abundant 
facing  where  the  prevailing  cold  winds  blow  from, 
and  as  that  in  America  is  north,  with  slight  varia- 
tions of  east  or  west,  according  to  locality,  a  toler- 
ably correct  lino  can  easily  be  made  in  any  coiu'se. 
My  position  was  much  like  that  which  tlic  sailor 
is  often  placed  in,  off  a  port  he  is  most  anxious 
to  enter,  yet  dares  not  approach  closer  from  the 
thickness  of  the  weather,  so  has  to  turn  his   ves- 
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sol's  Iioad  sciiward  and  wait  patiently  for  frieiully 
brco/os  to  dispcrso  the  fogs.  The  friendly  breezes  not 
eviiu'ing  any  tendency  to  come,  I  looked  out  for  the 
most  snttal)le  flleeping-place  1  could  find,  so  that,  ut 
all  events,  I  should  not  have  to  endure  the  torture  of 
the  previous  night ;  in  this  I  was  specially  fortunate, 
for  on  a  knoll  sufficiently  elevated  to  bo  dry,  I  dis- 
covered a  windfall,  the  roots  of  which  formed  a  most 
convenient  couch,  the  open  space  out  of  which  they 
had  been  wrenched  being  admirably  suited  for  a  fire. 
Nothing  was  to  be  gained  by  going  further,  ao  I 
gathered  some  dry  sticks,  started  a  flame,  and  so  com- 
menced housekeeping.  You  may  rely  upon  it  that 
there  is  nothing  equal  to  a  fire  to  make  a  place  home- 
like, and  my  dog  also  thought  so,  for  he  as  per- 
sistently blinked  his  eyes  and  nodded  his  head  over 
its  comforting  warmth  as  I  have  dono  when  seated  at 
church  on  a  Sunday  in  a  too  comfortable  family  pew. 
I  have  often  thought,  and  I  dare  say  correctly,  that  it 
must  bo  intensely  annoying  to  a  parson  to  sec  mem- 
bers of  his  congregation  asleep,  while  he  is  giving 
utterance  to  his  carefully-studied  and  eloquently-ex- 
pressed doctrines ;  but  this  class  arc  generally  so 
mild  in  their  nature,  so  much  better  than  any  others 
of  the  human  family,  that  it  is  possible  they  do  not 
suffer  from  that  commonplace  ailment  inherent  to 
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most  persons,  temper ;  tliis  is  one  of  those  fortunate 
provisions  of  nature,  tlie  adapting  of  men  to  eircuni- 
stances,  wliicli  we  daily  see  and  eannot  help  admiring. 
Still  there  arc  exceptions  to  the  rule,  for,  if  I  am 
informed  correctly — remember  I  am  only  writin*; 
from  common  report,  but  in  the  word  of  a  multitude 
of  witnesses  there  is  generally  truth — that  when  our 
marines  had  the  misfortune  to  be  landed  on  the  mud- 
banks  at  the  mouth  of  the  Peiho  Kiver,  in  China,  a 
certain  worthy  chaplain,  who  accompanied  the  expe- 
dition, preferred  taking  a  sword  in  one  hand  and  a 
revolver  in  another  to  carrying  a  Bible  under  his 
arm,  and  rumour  further  added  he  used  the  carnal 
weapons  with  as  much  skill  as  he  usually  employed 
the  spiritual  ones. 

But  for  the  mosquitoes  and  a  certain  craving  in 
my  lower  regions,  that  plainly  said  my  stomach 
liad  not  lately  been  treated  fairly,  I  dare  say  I 
should  have  spent  a  tolerably  comfortable  night ; 
but  these  trifles  keeping  me  awake  caused  me 
to  hear  the  most  diabolical  serenade  of  wolves,  in 
which  Poteen  needs  must  assist.  Why  is  it  that 
dogs  will  be  guilty  of  such  folly  ?  for,  by  doing  so, 
they  inform  their  enemies  where  they  are,  in  fact, 
almost  give  them  an  invitation  to  come  and  de- 
stroy them.     These    wolves   were  not   baying    me, 
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probably  tliey  wore  perfectly  unaware  of  my  vicinity, 
hut  fighting  over  some  large  animal  they  had  suc- 
ceeded in  pulling  down.  Day  at  length  broke;  having 
nothing  to  make  breakfast  olf,  my  start  was  not  de- 
layed, and  I  was  able  to  do  it  in  the  lightest  of 
marching  order.  My  first  step  was  to  ascend  a  tree; 
the  haze  had  com[)letcly  disappeared,  a  clearer, 
brighter  morning  could  not  be  desired,  and  strange 
to  say,  after  all  my  wanderings,  all  my  search,  all 
the  discomfort  I  had  endured  from  wet  and 
mosquitoes,  high  land  covered  with  firs,  and  hard- 
wood trees  was  within — well,  less  than  a  mile.  How- 
ever agreeable  this  was  to  learn,  I  could  liave 
whipped  myself  from  very  disgust  that  I,  who  prided 
myself  on  my  knowledge  of  woodcraft,  in  my  almost 
rivalling  the  Indian  in  my  power  to  find  my  way, 
should  have  spent  two  days  in  wandering  in  a  swamp 
and  two  nights  a  prey  to  mosquitoes,  when  within  so 
short  a  distance  there  was  ground  on  which  I  could 
have  been  comparatively  comfortable,  and  very  pro- 
bably obtained  a  supply  of  game  for  food.  Thank 
goodness  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  I  was  again  upon 
dry  soil,  and  never  did  man  feel  more  thankful  than 
wlien  each  step  of  my  foot  ceased  to  produce  the 
response  of  splash,  splash,  splash,  from  the  filthy 
swamp  water.     The  adage,  "it  never  rains  but  it 
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l)Ours,"  was  verified,  for  scarcely  had  I  been  on  tenxi 
firina  thirty  minutes,  wlien  I  knocked  over  a  brace 
of  Canadian  grouse,  and,  through  the  assistance  of 
Poteen,  captured  a  porcupine.     A   continuance   of 
my  tramp  was  then  postponed  that  the  inward  man 
might  be  refreshed,  and  during  the  intervals  neces- 
sary in   turning  thc>   roasting   delicacies   that  were 
sputtering  over  a  bright  clear  fire,  I  could  not  help 
regarding  the  disreputable  aj^pearance   of  my  foot 
gear,   which   constant   soaking  had  rendered  almost 
totally  unfit  for  the  purpose  it  was  intended ;  but 
in  this    out-of-the-way  place,  where  no  mortal  eye 
would  gaze  on  me,  what  did  it  matter,  so  long  as 
my  feet  were  protected  from  thorns  and  stones.     It 
is  wonderful  how  soon  we  become  careless  in  such 
matters — how  soon  civilised  man  relapses  into  bar- 
barism ;  a  lifetime  may  not  be  long  enough  to  make 
a  gentleman  out  of  a  country  bumpkin,  but  a  very 
few  years  will  generally   change  the  most  highly- 
educated  man  into  the  most  perfect  barbarian,  even 
to  out-Herod  Herod  himself.     Thus,  I  once  came 
across  a  person  who  had  been  living  among  the  Black- 
feet  Indians  for  nigh  twenty  years.     An  English- 
man,  he    had   expatriated  himself    on    account  of 
having  accidentally  shot  his  brother.     Although  a 
graduate  of  Cambridge,  a  gentleman  by  birth,  few 
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cuiild  liavc  detected  him  from  one  of  the  aborighies, 
so  darkened  and  weatlier-beaten  liad  his  skin  become 
tlirougli  exposure  to  tlie  smoke  of  tlie  camp-fire  and 
the  sun.  Moreover,  lie  had  forgotten  to  read  and 
write  liis  own  language,  almost  to  speak  it,  and 
report  said,  that  no  greatei*  fiend  was  there  in  fight 
or  one  who  craved  more  for  scalps  than  this  re- 
negade. This  latter  I  can  well  believe,  from  the 
numerous  decorations  each  of  his  squaws  wore, 
many  of  which,  I  could  not  help  having  a  strong  sus- 
l)icion,  had  been  stripped  off  white  instead  of  red- 
women  ;  but  requiescat  in  iKice^  the  deer  hath  been 
slain  that  has  fed  upon  the  grass  that  grew  over  his 
last  resting-place. 

Much  restored  in  health  and  spirits,  and  with  little 
doubt  but  that  I  should  reach  the  shanty  before  night, 
with  light  heart  and  step  I  recommenced  my  journey 
homewards.  The  day  was  bright,  the  wind  mild  ;  in 
fact,  an  air  of  gladness  was  over  the  face  of  the 
landscape,  and  all  animal  life  felt  it.  Again  and 
again  the  short  bark  of  the  moose  echoed  over  the 
ridges,  wdiile  the  querulous  chatter  of  the  wood- 
pecker, now  and  then  interrupted  by  his  pecking 
tapsj  far  fiuii  unpleasantly  fell  upon  the  ear;  still, 
although  1  t  id  not  saunter  to  listen  to  these  sur- 
roundings, or  to    note    the    doings    of    their  pro- 
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ducers,  to  my  surprise  I  still  was  in  a  country  whose 
features  were  entirely  unknown  to  me.  The  sun,  wo 
all  know,  sets  in  tlie  west,  so  when  there  were  but 
a  couple  of  hours  remaining  before  it  reached  the 
horizon,  I  directed  my  course  towards  where  I 
thought  it  would  dip,  in  the  hope  at  least  of  reach- 
ing the  river.  For  an  hour  and  a  half  I  pursued 
this  course,  when  I  found  myself  upon  the  edge  of 
a  swamp  as  dark  and  apparently  interminable  as  that 
I  had  escaped  from  in  the  morning.  The  ])rospect 
of  passing  anoth(ir  twelve  hours  in  such  a  disagreeable 
situation  deterred  me  from  attempting  to  cross  it,  so  I 
retraced  ray  steps  and  sought  for  a  camping  place. 
This  was  soon  found,  so  much  against  my  will  I 
resigned  myself  to  the  necessity  of  passing  another 
night  from  home. 

I  thought  of  the  uneasiness  my  little  Indian  boy 
would  experience  at  my  protracted  absence,  and 
whether  if  Cariboo,  or  any  of  his  tribe,  were  at 
the  shanty,  they  would  come  to  search  for  me, 
but  the  prospect  of  their  discovering  a  person  lost 
in  such  a  boundless  waste  of  woodland  was  as  im- 
probable as  finding  a  needle  dropped  in  a  hay-stack. 
Although  having  every  reason  to  be  thankful  that  I 
had  escaped  from  the  wet,  clammy  swamp  and  its 
•dank  timber,  I  could  not  help  growling  at  my  own 
want  of  skill  and  f  orgetf  ulness  in  not  having  brought 
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my  compass.  Many  and  many  a  time  I  caught  my- 
self wisliing  that  I  liaJ  the  wings  of  a  bird,  or  the 
limbs  and  sagacity  of  the  moose,  that  I  might  with 
unerring  power  direct  my  course  liomewards,  for  I 
commenced  to  feel  a  kind  of  presentiment  that  my 
])rotractcd  absence  might  bode  no  good  to  my  gear 
and  residence,  particularly  if  such  an  idea  should 
cross  the  Indians*  brains  that  I  had  continued  with 
the  missionary,  and  used  his  departure  as  an  excuse 
for  escaping  from  their  country.  The  Red-man  is 
over  suspicious,  the  daily  experiences  of  their  lives, 
watching  the  craft  of  the  wild  animals  and  devising 
means  to  outwit  them,  makes  them  so ;  and,  although 
they  could  possibly  find  no  pretext  in  anythig  I  had 
ever  done  for  founding  the  supposition  that  I  had 
bolted,  still  my  absence  possibly  would  cause  them 
to  conclude  that  I  had.  My  supply  of  tobacco  has 
got  to  so  low  an  ebb,  that  to-day  I  place  myself  on 
half  rations ;  this  did  not  interfere  with  my  night's 
rest,  for,  although  the  owls  commenced  their  chanson 
early  and  were  manfully  backed  up  by  the  wolves,  I 
slept  well,  and  did  not  wake  till  daylight,  when  I  found 
the  weather  lowering  and  threatening,  with  something 
more  than  a  Scotch  mist  descending,  therefore  again 
no  sun  was  to  be  seen,  and  I  must  be  guided  in  my 
search  for  escape  by  the  mosses  upon  the  trees. 
Constantly  descending  rain,  with  every  leaf  and 


108 


LONE  LIFE  : 


branch  lo«i(letl  with  moisture,  Is  not  conducive  to  the 
pleasure  of  i\  tramp  tlirough  woodland,  more  es})e- 
cially  if  you  feel  uncertain  as  to  your  course,  and 
have  a  strong  suspicion  that  night  will  bring  you  no 
relief.  I  cannot  deny  having  ere  this  felt  depression 
of  spirits  and  that  sinking  of  the  heart  that  ever  pre- 
cedes conviction  that  your  situation  is  fraught  witli 
danger ;  but  to-day  it  increased  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  I  refused  myself  rest  in  case  the  inaction 
should  allow  it  to  overcome  me ;  thus  I  kept  inces- 
santly on  the  move,  steering,  as  well  as  I  could,  a 
straight  course,  at  the  same  time  carefully  avoiding 
being  entrapped  into  swamps. 

Towards  the  afternoon  the  characteristics  wf  the 
country  commenced  to  undergo  a  marked  change, 
for  the  deciduous  timl)er  became  less  abundant  and 
more  dwarfed,  and  in  many  places  acres  occurred  co- 
vered with  nothing  but  a  monotonous  tangle  of  briers 
and  brushwood.  This  alteration  momentarily  raised 
a  hope  that  I  had  reached  the  barren,  situated  two  or 
three  miles  behind  the  shanty,  but  the  distance  was 
so  obscured  by  the  drizzle  and  mist,  that  all  beyond 
a  hundred  yards  of  my  position  was  an  unknown 
world,  so  that  I  might  have  passed  within  a  com- 
paratively short  distance  of  a  most  familiar  landmark 
without  observing  it. 
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Poteen,  who  lias  been  for  the   last    twenty-four 
liours   a   most    nnliappv-looking    companion,    obsti- 
nately refuses  to  tlo  otherwise  than  trot  at  my  heels, 
his  ears   flat  to   his   head,   and   his  tail — generally 
carried  so  jauntily — dragging  behind  hin-     I  never 
had  any  great  attachment  to  this  cur,  but  never  has 
]\o  ocorpied  so  low  a  jdace  in  my  estimation.  Having 
cp.iic  to  a  collection  of  boulders,  whose  outline  struck 
me  as  familiar,  I  stoi)ped  to  make  a  close  observation 
of  them ;  while  doing  so,  the  dog  pricked  up  his  ears 
and   listened   intently,  the  expression  of  his  coun- 
tenance  giving  evidence    that  what  he   heard   was 
either  familiar  or  pleasant  sounds;  for   several  se- 
conds he  stood  thus,   then   slowly  walked  forward, 
stopped  again  for  a  few  moments;    this   last   halt 
had  evidently  decided   his   course   of  conduct,   for 
he  broke  into  a  steady,  resolute  trot,  turning  his  head 
neither  to  the  right  nor  left,  and  rapidly  increasing 
the  distance  between  us.    Immediately  it  struck  me 
that  I  was  going  to  be  deserted ;  first  I  whistled,  then 
called,  but  all  in  vain,   my  efforts   obviously   only 
serving  to  increase  his  celerity  till  he  was  lost  to 
sight.     Ceasing  my  attempts  to  recall  him,  I  fear  I 
hurled  upon  his  ungrateful   carcass  everything  but 
blessings.     But   what  could  it   mean  ?    either  that 
the  dog  recognised  his  position,   or  that  he  heard 
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voices  that  ho  knew.  Supposing  the  latter  pro- 
bably to  be  the  case,  I  fired  two  shots  in  rapid  suc- 
cession, anxiously  and  with  palpitating  heart  lis- 
tening for  a  response ;  hope,  fear,  doubt,  followed  in 
rapid  succession,  till  despondency  ensued.  Though 
chary  of  my  ammunition,  for  my  supply  was  getting 
low — and  how  much  depended  upon  it — I  again  fired 
each  barrel,  but,  alas  t  with  no  better  result,  and  their 
echoes  liad  not  ceased  to  reverberate  from  rock  and 
corry  over  ten  minutes,  when  I  renewed  my  tramp, 
for  I  could  not  endure  the  thoughts  and  fears  that 
kept  flooding  my  brain  when  I  remained  inactive. 

It  might  have  been  an  hour  later,  when  I  heard 
the  short  abrupt  call  of  a  bull-moosc ;  experience 
told  me  it  was  the  defiant  note  that  the  males  sg 
frequently  utter  at  this  season.  At  first  it  was  not 
regarded  with  importance,  but  when  it  was  several 
times  repeated,  and  that  so  close  that  a  few  minutes' 
stalk  would  bring  me  within  sight  of  tho  deer, 
I  deviated  slightly  from  my  course,  and  advanced  to- 
wards where  I  supposed  the  game  stood.  Having 
passed  over  the  requisite  distance,  I  halted  to  listen, 
but  no  sound  could  I  hear  that  denoted  the  presence 
of  animal  life.  Again  I  advanced,  again  stopped,  but 
all  was  as  still  as  if  I  were  in  an  uninhabited  world. 
At  length  a  rustle,  caused  by  the  dragging  of  a 
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brier,  followed  by  a  stamp  made  by  a  heavy  hoof, 
broke  the  stillness,  and  a  moment  after  I  disco- 
vered the  object  of  my  search.  So  keenly  was  the 
quarry  intent  on  listening  to  some  distant  sound, 
that,  although  within  fifty  paces,  he  was  quite  un- 
aware of  my  vicinity.  The  attitude  of  the  giant 
was  grand  and  imposing ;  his  mane  and  the  coarse 
luiir  along  his  back  stood  erect,  while  every  few 
seconds  ho  tossed  his  ponderous  antlers  with  the 
defiant  air  that  denoted  no  knowledge  of  fear,  or 
stamped  his  immense  foot  as  indicative  that  he  would 
crush  into  the  earth  all  that  'disputed  his  claim  to 
monarch  of  the  waste.  Sheltered  by  a  rock  clothed 
with  a  dense  network  of  creepers,  I  watched  with 
repressed  breath  what,  to  all  admirers  of  animal  life, 
was  a  charming  picture.  With  a  shake  of  the  head, 
and  holding  his  muzzle  aloof,  he  sounded  the  chal- 
lenge note ;  immediately  it  was  responded  to,  the 
approach  of  the  rival  being  at  the  same  time  he- 
ralded by  the  loud  rustling  produced  by  the  rapid 
advance  of  a  large  animal  through  tlie  brush. 
Gazing  intently  to  where  the  sound  emanated  my 
champion  stood,  his  head  lowered,  and  body  braced — 
resolution  and  indomitable  courage  being  stamped 
upon  his  attitude ;  nor  was  he  long  detained  in  sus- 
pense, when  a  worthy  foe  trotted  into  the  arena.  The 
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ncw-romcr  was  the  taller  and  older  animal  of  the 
two,  but  in  development  of  musele  and  flesh  was 
inferior.  For  an  instant  each  surveyed  the  other, 
then  rising  simultaneously  on  their  hind  legs,  sprung 
forward  with  a  rearing  movement,  and  met  with  a 
crash,  the  impetus  and  power  of  which  would  have 
can'ied  so  heavy  a  body  through  a  brick  wall.  As 
the  contestants  came  together  both  fell  on  their 
knees ;  but  now  the  action  had  commenced  there  was 
no  receding,  no  shirking,  both  being  apparently  alike 
determined  to  die  or  conquer.  The  brow  antlers  were 
the  tines  that  were  altogether  employed  as  weapons, 
and  the  strength  with  which  they  were  warded  ofFor 
struck  into  each  other,  with  an  upward  sidelong 
stroke,  was  truly  terrific.  On  one  occasion  the 
moose  which  I  had  first  seen  came  to  the  ground 
from  a  heavy  blow  he  had  received  ;  his  right  leg  being 
bent  under  him,  while  the  other  was  thrown  out  far 
in  advance;  but  with  a  sudden  action  he  succeeded 
in  getting  his  brow  antler  under  the  flank  of  his  foe  at 
the  back  of  the  fore-shoulder,  and  with  an  effort  that 
must  have  entailed  the  exercise  of  enormous  strength, 
regained  his  feet,  at  the  same  time  raising  his  rival  al- 
most entirely  off  the  ground.  Ten  minutes  of  such 
tremendous  exertion  soon  told  upon  both,  for  their 
tongues,  covered  with  soil  and  blood,  hung  flaccidly 
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from  their  numtlis,  and  tlioir  oyes  disti'iidcd  far  I)l»- 
yond  their  ordinary  si/o,  appeared  as  it'  they  woidd 
liurst  from  their  sockets,  l^rostration  arising  from 
the  unwonted  strain  was  (h)uhtless  the  cause,  for  the 
strife  now  was  entirely  carried  on  upon  tlieir  knees, 
and  ch)ser  proximity  of  the  animals  to  the  «;round 
made  the  earth,  sod,  and  hrus'.i  jly  in  every  direc- 
tion. Even  a  bull  moose,  possessed  of  all  the 
vindictivcncss  and  hate  that  these  animals  have  for 
a  rival,  must  succumb  to  excessive  exertion  and 
want  of  breath  ;  thus  frecpient  pauses  now  occurred  in 
the  combat ;  but  these  Avero  only  momentary,  for  a 
movement  of  either  renewed  the  war  with  redoulj'ed 
animosity,  again  <^radually  to  cease  from  sheer  weari- 
ness. 

There  had  been  an  unusually  lon<;  pause,  preceded 
l)y  a  teri'ibly  severe  struggle,  both  animals  being  at 
the  time  on  their  knees,  when  the  youngii*  elk 
manaiied  to  ijet  his  tine  under  the  fore-arm  of  the 
other;  desperate  were  the  efforts  here  disj)]aye(l,  ter- 
minating by  the  older  animal  being  thrown  on  his 
flank,  the  other  at  the  same  instant  regaining  his  jegsj. 
The  fight,  I  could  see,  was  virtually  over,  for  the 
prostrate  warrior  was  again  and  again  as  he  attempted 
to  rise  crushed  to  the  ground.  Youth,  superior  agility, 
and  strength,  had  vanquished  the  veteran. 

VOL.  II.  I 
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I  linvc  (lone  iimny  a  fooli.Hli  tiling  in  my  life,  Ijiit 
none  that  was  likely  to  cost  nu'  deaivrthun  my  prcsciit 
rashncHNy  and  past  oxporiunco  hIiouM  Imvu  taught  uw 
better,  for  on  th<'  Yellowstone  Uiver,  when,  out  of 
fi'elin<;.s  dictated  hy  the  purest  motives,  F  interfered 
to  prevent  a  coteri'j  of  wolves  pulling  down  a  worn- 
out,  effete,  old  buffalo,  the  return  I  got  for  my  j)hi- 
lanthropy  was  the  old  brute  making  a  feeble  charge 
with  the  ungrateful  ho])o  of  impaling  me  upon  its 
horns.  But  my  assailant  on  this  occasion  was  in  all 
the  flush  of  victory,  health,  strength,  and  maturity. 
In  this  wise  it  happened.  Anxious  to  witness  every 
strategy  that  was  put  in  practice,  leaving  my  gun  be- 
hind me,  I  had  thoughtlessly  withdrawn  from  my 
shelter  and  apjiroached  the  combatants.  While  the  vic- 
tory was  doubtful,  neither  of  the  moose  had  observed 
me,  but  now  that  the  battle  was  virtually  over,  the 
hero  cast  his  eyes  about  him,  possibly  to  see  what  fair 
one  was  there  to  applaud  his  prowess,  in  doing  so  his 
gjizc  fell  on  me.  A  moment's  thought  told  me  of 
my  imprudence ;  without  hesitation  I  turned  to  the 
right-about,  and  bolted  for  the  boulder;  well  I 
did  so,  for  a  few  instants  after  the  deer  charged 
past  me.  However,  missing  the  object  of  ^is  pursuit, 
he  returned  to  search  for  it,  when  the  first  thing  that 
caught  his   observation  was   his  old   foe   regaining 
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Ills  lo^s.  To  Mpnro  tlic  vanqiushcd  wwh  cvMoi\tly  not 
part  of  his  (tcimI,  ho  with  h)wcrecl  front  \\v  dasliod  for 
Ills  latu  antagoiiist)  but  again  to  be  foiled^  for  the 
veteran  Iiad  riscMi  oro  hu  reached  hini^  and  from  the 
(It'fj)  crashin*;  of  the  l)nish  that  oiisued  afterwards, 
was  making  the  l)est  use  of  his  h'gs  to  get  out  of  so  dan- 
gerous a  neighbourhood.  Crestfallen,  wounded,  and 
humihated,  no  longer  was  this  hero  of  a  hundred 
fiirlits  to  hold  his  head  aloft  as  monarch  of  the  waste, 
but  fear  in  every  cracking  branch,  every  heavy  tread, 
the  pursuit  of  his  conqueror. 

Without  trouble  I  could  easily  have  shot  the  re- 
Diaining  moose ;  but,  although  he  had  treated  mc  so 
scurvily,  I  could  not  bring  myself  to  cut  off  so  gallant 
an  animal  in  the  hour  of  his  triumph,  and  at  the 
commencement  of  his  reign  over  the  barren  and 
forest.  If  I  had  wanted  food,  it  would  have  been 
otlierwiye,  but  the  supply  I  had  retained  from  m}' 
last  camping-place  was  still  sufficient,  particularly  as 
my  faithless  dog  had  deserted  mc. 
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CIIAPTEli  VII. 

On !  gcniis  canis,  in  thy  race  are  cliaractcrs  to  ])e 
found  as  (H.^slmilar  as  amoiiii'  ufenus  lioino.  Tliis  niav 
be  accepted  as  a  compliment  to  show  how  varied  and 
innnmcral)le  can  he  reckoned  their  traits  w(n'thy  of 
admiration.  Let  the  reader  misunderstand  me  if  lie 
will  purposely  do  so ;  hut  to  be  explicit,  and  crush  all 
doubts  upon  the  point  at  issue,  I  will  further  add  that 
tlierc  arc  as  big  rogues,  ungrateful  sneaks,  untrust- 
worthy scoundrels  to  be  met  among  dogs  as  tliere 
are  among  men.  I  do  no  know,  still  I  very  much 
believe,  if  an  average  In  both  races  were  struck  of 
those  possessing  good  qualities,  but  that  the  f(KU-- 
footed  animal  would  take  the  palm,  therefore,  instead 
of  debasing  the  biped  by  calling  bim  pnppy  an<l  cur, 
we  do  the  reverse. 

After  all,  Poteen  had  only  deserted  me  in  my  hour 
of  need ;  a  grave  offence  certainly,  but  not  nearly  so 
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heinous  its  if  he  Iiud  tiiniud  Ins  tcctli  upon  the  luuiil 
that  liad  caressed  liim — upon  the  conipaniou  that  liad 
supplied  Inui  ^vitll  food  and  slielter;  Ijut  Autoine 
not  oidy  luul  deserted,  but  attempted  my  life  when 
I  oidy  demanded  justice  at  his  haiuls.  Thus  the 
bastard  half-breed  Frenchuuui  was  a  greater  scoundrel 
then  the  bastard  colley ;  if  either  had  been  of  pure 
strain,  I  doubt  that  their  conscience  -would  have 
permitted  such  ingratitude,  so  your  hybrids  of 
all  kinds,  unless  it  be  between  the  horse  and  ass, 
are  to  be  repudiated.  Even  the  last-mentioned 
cross  are  not  always  to  be  relied  upon,  still  their 
wonderful  utility,  hardness,  and  endurance,  induces 
you  to  look  more  leniently  on  their  faults,  for  their 
owners  invariably  receive  a  very  large  (juid  for  a  very 
small  quo. 

Since  the  death  of  Skye,  I  have  *ried  very  hard  to 
sluit  him  out  of  my  thoughts,  but,  do  all  I  could,  1 
was  unable  to  helj)  comparing  the  difference  between 
his  character  and  that  of  the  de;icrter.  Had  he,  poor 
little  fellow,  been  in  Poteen's  place,  nothing,  I  feel 
confident,  would  have  induced  him  to  leave  me  ;  but 
fortune  does  not  always  follow  the  brave — his  early 
fate,  as  the  death  of  many  a  gallant  youth,  proves  it. 
This  night  was  truly  a  dismal  one  ;  my  feet  agonis- 
ingly sore  from  chafing,  my  garments  as  wet  as  it  was 
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possible  for  tlicm  to  be,  while  rheumatic  pains  kept 
reminding  me  that,  after  all,  I  \vas  but  mortal. 
However,  I  exerted  myself,  and  built  a  hw^^c  fire  fur 
the  double  purpose  of  warmth  and  to  serve  as  a 
beacon  if  mortal  eyes  were  within  seeing  distance ; 
of  this  I  had  little  hope,  yet  did  it  for  that  inexplicable 
reason  that  the  shipwrecked  mariner  bales  his  boat, 
although  aware  that  the  frail  craft  in  which  he  is 
buffeting  about  on  the  storm-tossed  ocean,  ships 
more  water  in  a  minute  than  he  can  free  her  from 
in  five. 

Painful  were  my  thoughts  as  I  cowered  over  the 
livid  blaze,  for  never  did  a  fire  feel  less  companion- 
able, and,  though  not  superstitious  when  in  health,  I 
fear  that  I  have  become  so,  for  the  slightest  rustle 
among  the  trees,  or  an  unusual  or  inexplicable 
shadow,  brought  dread  of  lurkinn;  dano;er,  and  strung 
my  nervous  system  to  such  a  pitch  that  I  could  hear 
my  heart  beat.  Is  it  to  be  wondered,  then,  that  I 
could  not  sleep  ?  Occasionally  I  might  relapse  into 
a  drowsy  state,  but  soon  was  brought  back  to  con- 
sciousness by  the  horrid  fancies  that  swamped  my 
brain,  and  occasionally  some  of  these  would  assume 
such  a  ghastly  form,  that  I  was  compelled  to  rise,  and 
by  unravelling  them,  prove  to  myself,  almost  against 
my  inclination,  that  they  had  no  reality.  After  so  long 
and  tedious  a  night,  day  was  hailed  with  pleasure. 
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but,  alas!  the  weather  was  again  (|ulte  the  reverse 
fi'oiii  tluit  desired,  for  heavy  fog  witli  occasional 
showers  were  its  characteristics ;  but  it  was  more 
injurious  to  get  soaked  sitting  than  when  on  tlie  move, 
so,  in  spite  of  sore  feet,  numerous  hruises,  and  fre- 
i|ucnt  twinges  of  rlieumatism,  I  made  an  early  start. 
Now  that  I  was  out  of  the  timber,  tlierc  was 
nothing  to  guide  me,  not  even  a  breeze,  which,  by 
constantly  facing,  provided  it  continued  blowing  from 
the  same  direction,  a  tolerably  straight  course  covdd 
be  i)ursued,  so  I  feared  my  exertions  were  purpose- 
less, and  therefore  unlikely  to  result  in  any  benefit. 
Several  hom's  I  had  thus  been  on  foot,  when  a  dull, 
distant  sound  struck  my  ear ;  at  first  it  was  so  sub- 
dued that  it  might  have  been  mistaken  for  the 
soughing  of  wind  through  forest  trees,  but  this  was 
impossible,  for  not  the  slightest  current  of  moving  air 
fanned  my  cheek.  However,  I  directed  my  steps 
as  well  as  I  could  towards  where  it  seemed  to  proceed 
from,  and  more  and  more  distinct  became  the  noise. 
After  intently  listening  for  some  minutes,  I  concluded 
it  was  the  distance-softened  roar  of  a  swift  rapid,  and 
as  I  was  unaware  of  any  sufficiently  big  stream  exist- 
ing in  this  locality  to  produce  such  a  volume  of 
sound,  except  that  which  flowed  by  the  shanty,  hope 
of  release  recommenced  to  glimmer  in  my  breast,  so 
with  quicker  steps  I  pushed  forward. 
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Tlio  baiTCMi  f^rouiid  soon  jrnvc  plaro  to  open  wooil- 
laiul  of  deciduous  trees,  mImcIi  became  more  dense  as 
I  advanced ;  tills  was  clieering,  for  well  I  knew  a 
ra})id  water-course  would  most  probably  be  mai'gined 
bv  such.  The  unknown  noise  now  became  so  dis- 
tinct  that  it  was  a[)parent  I  could  not  be  far  from 
what  produced  it,  yet  I  be^an  to  doubt  that  its  origin 
was  what  I  supposed,  for  the  song  of  the  rushing 
torrent  was  far  livelier  in  its  cadence.  However,  I  was 
not  long  detained  in  uncertainty,  for,  after  pushing 
my  way  through  sixty  or  seventy  yards  of  hazel  bush, 
I  found  myself  at  the  summit  of  a  precipice  nearly 
fifty  feet  high,  at  the  base  of  which  rolled  a 
heavy  ground  swell,  breaking  with  great  force  upon 
a  shingle  beach. 

It  was  impossible  that  it  could  be  otherwise  than 
the  large  lake  on  which  my  friendly  Indians  lived, 
thus  giving  me  fiu'ther  hope  of  relief  as  soon  as  the 
weather  became  propitious. 

There  arc  few  occasions  in  my  life  in  which  I  have 
felt  more  grateful  than  the  present,  for  I  am  con- 
vinced that  a  forty-eight  hours'  longer  wandering  on 
the  barren  would  have  deprived  me  of  the  power  of 
further  exertion,  if  not  of  reason. 

Seeing  that  there  was  no  perceptible  breeze,  the 
size  and  length  of  the  rollers  that  broke  upon  the 
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bi'iicli  Indiciitccl  a  nlde  expanse  of  open  water,  and  I 
luid  never  liejird  tlie  Indiiinsj  who  dwelt  near  the 
cmliourJiurc  of  my  river,  speak  of  any  otlier  lar^e  hdvC 
cxistinii"  witliin  tlie  bounds  of  tlielr  liuntinu-'j'round. 
Thus  wliile  the  thick  weather  continued,  1  deter- 
mined to  remain  wliere  I  was,  so  at  onceh)oked  al)out 
to  find  a  suitable  camping-place.  In  my  search  I  was 
successful,  for  on  the  ed^c  of  the  beach  I  discovered 
a  cave  with  a  clean,  sandy  floor,  and  an  abundance 
of  old  drift  wood  within  fifty  yards  of  its  entrance. 
One  thin^  certain,  I  should  now  sleep  dry,  and  have 
a  roof  over  my  head — two  blessings  that  the  dwellers 
within  civilisation  do  not  half  appreciate,  for  all  their 
lives  they  have  been  accepted  by  them  as  a  matter  of 
com'se. 

Taking  the  shore  of  the  lake  as  my  guide,  it  was  im- 
possible to  lose  myself,  so  I  followed  its  course  to  the 
westward,  with  the  hope  of  obtaining  some  game. 
In  this  I  was  successful,  for  barely  had  I  been 
absent  fifteen  minutes,  when  I  came  across  a  large 
flock  of  turnstone  plovers  feeding  among  the  wash  of 
the  recedinix  breakers.  From  the  total  disregard  to 
my  presence  that  they  evinced,  it  was  evident  they 
knew  little  of  my  race.  Thus  I  got  within  such  easy 
range  that,  at  one  discharge,  I  knocked  over  sufficient 
of  their  numbers  to  last  me  for  a  day  or  two. 
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Plucking  birds  as  an  occupation  may  be  all  very 
well  for  a  poulterer's  assistant,  but  for  a  hungry  man 
anxious  to  break  his  fast,  it  certainly  is  a  confounded 
nuisance  ;  however,  after  half  an  hour's  patience,  I 
had  denuded  five  birds  of  t)  eir  plumage,  the  number 
I  considered  necessary  to  supply  me  with  a  good 
square  meal.  Each  carcass  ou  a  stick,  placed  at  an 
angle  of  forty-five  degrees,  soou  sputtered  and 
frizzled  over  the  clear  wood  fire,  and  were  regarded 
with  the  most  zealous  care  and  attention,  and  far 
earlier  than  they  were  ready,  supposed  to  be  edible  ; 
at  length  I  could  stand  no  longer  the  savoury  odours 
that  arose,  so  fell  to  with  such  a  will  that  the  whole 
were  soon  disposed  of.  Without  much  coaxing  I 
could  have  repeated  this  gastronomical  performance, 
and  only  desisted  from  attempting  it  by  belief  in  the 
old  adage,  "  enough  is  as  good  as  a  feast." 

The  Bruin  family  are  evidently  numerous  here- 
about, for  scarcely  had  daylight  disappeared  when  I 
heard  an  angry  squabble,  in  which  several  appeared 
to  be  engaged  ;  but  this  did  not  deter  me  from  sleep- 
ing. How  and  when  I  entered  the  arms  of  Somnus 
i  vr  )V/  .'  M,  bat  of  this  I  am  aware,  that  the  sun  was 
hi^U  in  V.I  •  heavens  when  I  awoke. 

The  Scenery  around  me  was  remarkably  pretty,  re- 
calling vividly  to  my  memory  often  visited  haunts  on 
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the  lower  portion  of  Loch  Lomond ;  bnt  the  distant 
liills  were  here  wanting  tliat  add  so  much  to  the  charms 
of  that  landscape.  My  position  I  discovered  to  be  at 
the  head  of  a  large  hay,  girt  in  by  abrupt  irregular 
rocky  cliffs  of  granite,  fronted  by  a  beautiful  pebbly 
beach,  and  the  water,  now  in  a  state  of  rest,  glistening 
through  innumerable  twinkling  diamond  rays  from 
its  deepest  blue  bosom.  In  the  offing  were  several 
islands,  all  densely  clothed  with  wood,  and  reflecting 
large  dark  shadows,  perfect  photographs  of  the 
reality.  "  And  can  such  a  charming  peaceful  scene 
as  this  be  unobserved  by  human  eye  ?"  I  thought. 
No,  it  is  certain  that  so  fair  a  land  and  enticing 
water  must  long  ere  this  have  made  the  locality  a  fa- 
vourite haunt  of  the  Lidians,  for  the  Red-man,  crude, 
ignorant,  and  superstitious  as  he  may  be,  has  a  won- 
derful appreciation  of  all  that  is  beautiful  in  nature. 

While  making  arrangements  for  my  breakfast — 
for  I  was  engaged  in  the  uninteresting  pursuit  of 
plucking  some  of  the  birds  I  had  killed  last  evening 
— to  my  surprise  a  skunk,  as  self-possessed  as  if  it 
was  a  domestic  animal,  walked  past  me,  entered  my 
dormitory,  surveyed  the  ground,  rug,  gun,  &c.,  and 
then  advanced  towards  me.  Cool  assurance  like  this  in 
a  wild  animal  I  never  saw  before  ;  in  a  representative 
of  any  other  race  I  should  not  have  minded  such  con- 
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duct,  but  to  liuvo  Mr.  Skunk's  society  forced  upon 
me,  wjis  decidedly  dls;i<^rei'aljle.  To  take  my  ^un  and 
blow  the  intruder  to  })ieces  was  easy  enouj^li,  but  for 
two  reasons  I  did  iu)l  wish  to  do  this ;  first,  that  the 
effluvia  would  have  driven  me  to  shift  my  temporary 
residence;  secondly,  that  anununition  was  now  t()(» 
valuable.  It  is  unnecessary  to  deny  that  a  skunk  is 
a  rcnuu'kably  attractive  animal  in  appearance ;  but, 
independent  of  possessing  the  power  of  producing  tlie 
most  fetid  horrid  stench,  an  even  greater  objection 
can  be  urged  against  it,  viz.,  tliat,  supposing  it  bites  a 
human  being,  hydrophobia  is  certain  to  result.  This 
circumstance  has  long  been  known  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  and  therefore  little  surprise  can  be 
expressed  at  the  war  of  extcrmiiuition  waged  against 
them.  Although  the  bite  of  the  skunk  has  such 
a  fatal  effect  upon  the  human  family,  it  does  not 
so  operate  upon  dogs,  for  if  it  did  there  would 
soon  not  be  a  single  one  left  in  the  agricultural  ilis- 
tricts,  as  the  companion  of  man  never  loses  an  op- 
portunity of  worrying  them,  and  seldom  does  so 
without  getting  more  or  less  bitten.  Believing  in 
hydrophobia  as  I  do,  still  I  think  that  the  number  of 
persons  that  die  from  its  effects  are  very  much  ex- 
aggerated, and  further,  that  not  one  dog  out  of  tan 
pronounced  mad,  and  in  consequence  destroyed,  is  so. 
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WliiMi  thinkiiii^  on   this  sul)jo{'t  it  is  (lirticult  to  pass 
by  some  of  the  al)sm\l  juul  iinti([iiatocl  ideas  of  the 

(.'nli^litcMicil  population  of  tlio  present   })erio(l.     Thus 
the  (log  (lays  coMuneiice  in  Midsunnnor,  ^^•llen  liydro- 
phoI)ia  (unknown    in   tropicjd    countries)  invariahly 
shows  itself  in  Eni;land  early  iu  the   sprinu;  of  the 
year.     A<^ain,   muzzles  of  all  (U'scriptions,  each  out- 
rivallin*^  the  other  in  their  inutility  Jind  j)owcrs  of 
torture,  are  fastened   upon  IMuto,  Bijou,  or  Caesar, 
who,  if  possessed  of  the  most  even  balanced  brain 
previously,   are   certain    to  luivo  it    disarranged   by 
being   hampered    with    such    an    incubus.     I    have 
on   several  occasions  witnessed   an   angry  crowd  of 
inhuman  wretches  bellowinn;  with  all  the  strength  of 
their  lungs,   and  throwing  at  the  suspected  animal 
every  missile  that  they  could  lay  their  hands  upon, 
pursuing  an  unfortunate   dog.      Such   was   but  an 
evidence   of  the  bhjod-thirstiness  of  our  race,    and 
the  avidity  with  which  they  grasp  an  opportunity  of 
giving  vent  to  it,  for  the  victims  on  each  occasion 
1  allude  to  had  lost  their  masters,  so  anxious  to  dis- 
cover them,  and  frightened  at  being  deprived  of  their 
protection,  performed  their  search  in  a  hurried  manner, 
when  some  fool  or  assassin  advanced  his  belief  that  the 
])oor  creatures  were  mad ;  this  was  sufficient,  the  cry 
was  taken  up,  wdien  mobbed,  beaten,   and  terrified, 
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tlic  inali^iiotl  were  iiltiinately  killed,  after  undergoing 
sufficient  excitement  to  cause  bipeds,  let  alone  a 
duinl)  animal,  becoming  actually  crazy. 

But,  to  return  to  the  skunk  :  it  would  neither  go  nor 
be  driven  away,  the  j)leasure  it  derived  from  the  smell 
of  my  cooking  apparently  overcoming  all  idea  of  fear, 
so  as  soon  as  1  finished  my  meal  I  sallied  forth,  hoping 
my  absence  would  induce  it  to  change  its  (juarters. 
After  a  tramp  of  half  an  hour  I  came  uj)on  tho 
mouth  of  a  splendid  stream,  which  entered  the  parent 
lake  by  a  channel  cut  tlirough  a  regular  wall  of 
stone,  the  clifTs  on  either  side  being  almost  perpen- 
dicular and  nearly  nude  of  vegetation.  In  clam- 
bering along  the  rocks  that  margined  its  course, 
for  I  had  now  changed  my  direction  inland  with  the 
hope  of  finding  a  ford,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  see- 
ing a  family  party  in  all  the  privacy  of  seclusion — a 
sight  so  seldom  witnessed  except  by  the  aborigines.  It 
was  in  this  way :  1  had  ascended  to  the  highest  part  of 
the  rocks,  and  was  carefully  scanning  the  descent 
with  the  view  of  selecting  the  easiest  route,  when 
my  eye  was  caught  by  the  movement  of  an  un- 
known object.  In  a  moment  I  concealed  myself,  and 
from  my  hiding-place  took  observation,  the  reward 
being  what  I  have  stated.  On  a  ridge  at  the  en- 
trance to  a  cave  or  deep  fissure  in  the  rocks  was 
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situati'il  ji  slu'lf  twenty  oiM  IVct  lon^  l»y  twolvo  or 
iiioiv  ill  width.  On  this,  stretched  in  ull  the  ease  of 
iiulolonce,  enjovin*;  with  pvatest  (leli«;lit  the  warm 
rays  of  the  sun,  was  an  elderly  lady  hear,  and  hy  her 
side  two  yonn<i:sters,  almost  half  «^'rown.  A  merrier 
pair  of  young  elves  it  would  i)o  hard  to  find,  or  two 
that  re((uired  more  keepin*^  in  order,  or  were  more 
jiroiie  to  take  liberties  with  their  parent.  At  the 
numerous  absur<l  antics  each  cut  it  was  impossible  to 
lu'lp  laughin*;,  and  when  for  some  more  than  ordi- 
nary breach  of  filial  respect  the  culprit  would  be 
si'i/.ed  by  his  dam,  and  then  and  there  severely 
punished,  under  less  nnhai)py  circumstances  I.  would 
have  become  convulsed.  The  energy  that  was  exer- 
cised in  securing  the  disobedient  child  inferred  to  a 
looker-on  that  murder  was  about  to  bo  connnitted ; 
liowcver,  it  Invariably  resulted  in  a  few  good  cuffs,  a 
make-believe  worry,  terminating  by  the  fond  parent 
tlresslng  the  fur  of  the  captive,  the  maternal  relative 
wliile  thus  employed  being  again  and  again  interrupted 
hy  the  other  darling  playing  some  trick  upon  her. 
With  the  exception  of  schoolboys,  I  do  not  think  there 
are  any  creatures  so  brimful  of  impudence  and  mis- 
chief as  young  bears,  and  truly  they  lead  their  parents 
an  anxious  life ;  thus,  I  suppose,  arises  the  origin  of  the 
saying,  "  as  hard  to  lick  into  shape  as  a  young  bear." 
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Tlu'sc  aiiimnlH  till  uppenriMl  in  lirst-chiss  coiulltion 
find  lu'iiltli,  tho  ^loss  of  tlu'ir  fur  tollliif;;  the  Inttcr 
circmnstaiu'c.  Tlu'ir  priiwipal  food  in  doubtli'Ms  vc^'c- 
tal»K',  Imt  im(|U('stioiiMl>ly,  wIkmi  opiMU'tmiitv  offors,  It, 
is  cliuh'^i'd  for  veiii-soii  or  ii.sli.  In  cMpturiii^^jtlu;  latter 
an  old  hear  becomes  oxrocdin^fly  expert ;  and,  al- 
tlion^Ii  |»(tssil»ly  seldom  ol)serv<'(l  by  a  white  man 
en<^a<;ed  in  this  pursuit,  the  «^reatest  practical 
naturalists,  tho  Indians,  fre([uently  «ce  them.  So 
to  the  Ued-tnun  is  due  wliat  I  am  about  to  narrate  of 
Ib'uinVs  sa;j;a('ity. 

The  shoals  and  bars  at  the  I'mhotichnrr.  of  rivers 
and  brooks  are  always  favourite  haunts  of  fish.  The 
bear  knowinii;  this  enters  the  lake  some  distance 
below,  and  makes  a  <K'tour  bv  swinnuin<'  or  wading 
till  he  reaches  within  a  sh(>rt  distance  of  the  stream's 
mouth.  AVith  cautious  f-low  step  this  lie  approaches, 
driving,  but  not  fiiirhteiiin^^,  all  the  trout  in  front  of 
him,  which,  when  they  have  reached  sufficientlv 
shoal  water  for  his  purj)ose,  he  dashes  amon<j;,  and 
seldom  fails  to  secure  the  largest  by  a  dexterous 
move  of  his  paw,  after  the  manner  that  a  fisherman 
would  use  a  <^a(I'.  The  Indian  dogs,  I  have  fre- 
quently observed,  practise  the  same  rui^e,  not  slngle- 
lumded,  but  in  a  piirty  of  several,  their  mouth  instead 
of  foot,  of  course,  being  employed  to  secure  the  prize. 
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The  otiier  nietliod  omployoil  hy  nruiii  to  talco  fish 
is  to  plui'.e  liiin.solt*  on  ii  tree  reaching  over  i\  sliallow 
coiinecting  two  jxtols,  and  as  the  tront  pass  np  or 
down  tiic  rivulet,  Iiook  them  out. 

Hut  to  return  to  tiic  bears  I  had  heen  watehin^. 
Having  apparently  devoted  enough  time  to  indtn. 
lence)  nnd  each  uf  the  youi>g!iters  had  suilieient  of 
tlieir  mother's  euro  exhausted  upon  them  to  perfect 
tlieir  toilet,  all  ^ot  up,  and  descended  in  Indian  (ilo 
the  face  of  the?  rocks,  (h)ul)tless  with  the  intention 
of  ;j;oing  to  seek  their  mid-day  meal.  1  can  imagine 
the  life  of  Bruin  in  solitudes  sucli  as  this  nn  ex- 
tremely happy  one,  for  rarely  does  he  suffer  from 
scarcity  of  f(  <»d,  and  as  soon  as  the  weather  becomes 
cold  and  boisterous  lays  up  in  some  snug  retreat, 
there  to  sleep  undisturbed  through  the  long  and 
almost  Arctic  winter.  Jn  autunm,  previous  to  their 
retiring  to  hibernate,  they  are  invariably  very  fat, 
but,  on  recommencing  active  life  in  spring,  their  con- 
dition has  very  much  altered  for  the  worse. 

Meditating  whether  I  should  not  retrace  my  steps, 
I  chanced  to  cast  my  eyes  lakewards,  and  jjerceived 
ill  the  distance — so  far  off  that  I  had  to  gaze  several 
luiiiutes  before  I  could  distinguish  what  it  was — a 
canoe.  The  intervening  space  between  me  and  it 
was  too  far  for  any  signal  to  be  useful,  so  1  anxiously 
VOL  II.  K 
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waited,  ]i()pin<^  that  the  civw  miglit  jmint  its   liead 
towards  mo  ;  but  in  tliis   I   was  disappointed,  for  it 
jmsscd  bcliind  the  wcstcu  point  of  tlie  bay,  and  was 
lost  to  sii^lit.      Ft,  liowever,  liad  scaircly  been  out  of 
view  many  minutes,  when  I  ])er('ei\ed  anotlier  follow- 
in<T  in  the  wake  of  its  })redecessor,  but,  if  anytliinn;, 
fnrtlier  seaward ;  it  also  soon  was  shut  out  by  the 
intervening  point  of  timber.     Thnsc  who  liave  sailed 
on  distant  seas   out  of  the  ordinary   traek  of  eoni- 
uieree,  have   doubtless  experienced   the  lonely  feel- 
in  (ts  that  are   frenerally  produced  from  lookiniJi;  day 
after  day  over  a  deserted   ocean.     True,  you   have 
the  wild  sea-fowl,  and  possibly  the  leviathans  of  the 
deep,  in  view,  and  the  interest  their  habits  awaken, 
for  a  time  amuse,  but  the   same  intense  loneliness, 
if  forcpotten    for  an    hour  or  two,   will   return   with 
redoubled   power.     At   length,    after   days,    perhajjs 
weeks,  of  watching,  a  sail  is  seen  ;  witli  what  inex- 
])ressible  gratification  you  ga/c  upon  it,  for  its  ap- 
pearance assures  you  that  there  are  other  mortals  on 
this  earth  beside  vourself — that  no  extraordinary  con- 
vulsion   of  nature    has   occurred    and   destroyed   tlie 
whole  human  family,  excepting'  those  embarked  Avitli 
you.     l)isap})ointed  I  certaiidy  was  to  see  the  canoes 
continue  their  course  till  out  of  sight,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  their  appearance  told  the  tale  that  others 
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(if  niv  race  wcro  witliin  a  distance  i)ossiblv  not  over 
[\  (lay's  walk,  anil  conseijiiently  that  there  was  a 
stronix  i)n)habilitv  of  niv  soon  findini'  them. 

liefore  retnrninir  to  my  slee})in^-})h\ce  of  the  ])re- 
vious  nii^lit,  1  went  down  to  a  deep,  still,  snllen- 
lookinij;  pool,  almost  the  last  on  the  river  before 
eiiterinii-  the  lake  :  havini''  selected  a  snitable  wand 
for  a  rod,  I  tied  my  line  to  it,  and,  with  v.  lizard  I'or 
huit,  commenced  fishini;.  Soon  I  had  a  run,  but, 
strikini;'  too  sliarply,  my  ])ole  broke  a  foot  or  two 
from  the  toj).  If  I  had  lost  my  hook  it  would  have 
been  a  most  serious  misfortune;  but  luck  stood  by 
me,  for  as  the  tip  drifted  in  the  current,  it  jammed 
iiiiainst  a  branch,  which  fortunately  was  within 
reaching  distance.  My  fish  and  bait,  however,  were 
Itoth  fTone.  In  a  shallow  connected  by  a  narrow 
channel  with  the  river  I  discovered  a  shoal  of  shiners. 
\Vitli  a  branch  and  some  stones  I  cut  off  their 
retreat ;  but,  although  they  were  in  immense  num- 
l)L'rs  and  confined  within  a  s))ace  of  twelve  to  fifteen 
s<|uarc  feet,  so  active  were  these  beautiful  silvery 
little  fish,  that  they  defied  all  my  ellorts  to  capture 
them,  and  that  althouoh  the  water  was  nowhere  over 
a  foot  deep,  and  in  many  jdaces  barely  six  inclies. 
W  itli  a  lan(linn;-net  I  miMit  have  scooped  them  out 
111  dozens;  with  a  small-sized  hook  ami  diminutive 
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bait  I  might  have  caught  them  ;  but  neither  of  these 
were  forthcoming.  Tlius  my  invention  was  brought 
into  play;  first  I  tried  to  snatch  tliem  by  rapitlly 
drawing  my  large  hook  through  their  dense  ranks, 
but  the  prey  were  not  large  enough  for  it  to  take  hold 
of  them.  Having  thus  spent  some  time  fruitlessly, 
a  new  thought  struck  me,  viz.,  to  drive  them  into 
shoal  water  and  pelt  their  densest  ranks  with  stones. 
In  this  manner  I  succeeded,  and  soon  possessed  half 
a  dozen  cai)ital  baits.  Eeturning  with  my  prizes 
to  the  pool,  I  recommenced  fisiiing,  and  soon  cap- 
tured as  many  splendid  trout,  an  invaluable  addi- 
tion to  my  larder.  The  improvement  in  the  weather, 
the  change  of  scene,  the  objects  of  interest  I  hud 
seen  during  my  walk,  and  my  success  in  obtainiiig 
a  change  of  diet,  all  acted  favourably  upon  me,  for 
since  discovering  that  I  was  lost,  I  had  not  felt  in 
such  good  spirits.  In  fact,  during  my  tramp  home, 
an  inward  monitor  constantly  kept  whispering  to  nie 
that  the  period  of  release  was  near. 

The  season  was  now  so  late  that  a  fall  of  snow  and 
cold  weather  might  at  any  moment  have  been  ex- 
pected ;  anxiously  I  prayed  for  its  postponement,  for 
the  consequence  to  me  would  have  been  so  serious 
that  it  was  far  from  pleasant  to  think  of.  In  fact, 
whenever  I  detected  myself  brooding  over  the  possi- 
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bility  of  being  snowed  up  in  tliis  lone  land,  I  engaged 
myself  gathering  firewood,  or  replenishing  the  blaze ; 
in  fact,  any  active  employment  that  would  check  my 
imagination  hatching  up  possible  misfortune. 

I  seldom  enjoyed  a  meal  more  than  that  I  ma  le  off 
tlie  trout  I  had  this  evening,  and  after  such  the 
spirits  ever  rise  ;  the  weather,  also,  was  all  that  could 
be  desired,  so  I  sat  up  late,  and  smoked  my  last  ])ipe 
of  tobacco,  moreover,  long  familiarity  with  largo 
extents  of  water,  caused  me  to  regard  the  vicinity  of 
the  lake  almost  in  the  light  of  the  presence  of  a 
companion,  so  I  did  not  feel  so  very,  very  lonely 
after  all. 

I  resolved  after  to-night  not  to  remain  longer  at 
my  present  encampment ;  my  reason  for  this  was, 
tliat  from  its  beinij  situated  at  the  termination  of  a 
deep  bay,  it  was  out  of  the  track  of  canoes  going 
up  or  down  the  lake.  Thus  I  would  push  forward 
on  the  morrow,  and,  if  possible,  gain  the  extremity  of 
some  prominent  headland,  from  which  I  would  keep 
a  sharp  look-out  during  the  day,  and  a  fire,  as  beacon, 
burning  on  it  at  night. 

At  this  season  the  Indians,  I  was  aware,  captured 
the  principal  part  of  their  stock  of  fish  for  winter 
consumption.  This  is  done  after  dark  with  the  spear 
and  torch  on  all  the  shoals  frequented  by  lake  trou  ^ 
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and  white  fish  for  In'ceding  purposes,  so  if  from  my 
next  lialting-place  I  shouhl  not  perceive  any  lights 
on  the  water  at  niglit,  I  wonld  change  to  another  till 
I  did,  and  then  endeavour  to  direct  my  course  Itv 
land  as  near  as  possible  to  their  vicinity,  in  tlic 
ho[)e  that  the  report  of  my  gun  or  fire  upon  tlic 
beach  would  attract  the  fishermen's  attention. 

Those  that  do  not  know  the  Indian  in  his  native 
haunts,  where,  by  their  skill  and  assiduity  in  field 
sj)orts,  they  obtain  their  support,  can  have  no  ide^  of 
the  extraordinary  precision  and  rapidity  with  which 
the  Red-man  handles  a  fish  spear.  Of  all  imple- 
ments of  fishing  this  is  their  favourite  one,  and 
from  childhood  upwards  they  are  incessantly  prac- 
tisini*'  it. 

There  are  two  spearing  seasons  while  the  lakes 
and  rivers  are  free  of  ice,  the  first  early  in  sunnner, 
when  trout  and  salmon  are  passing  up  the  rapids ; 
the  other  towards  the  end  of  autumn,  when  the  lake 
fish  assemble  upon  the  shoal  gravelly  banks  to  de- 
posit their  spawn.  In  the  first  the  greatest  amount 
of  agility  i?  necessary,  so  much,  indeed,  that  a  white 
man,  although  brought  up  in  the  woods,  never  can 
become  the  red  man's  rival  in  it. 

I  have  often,  when  opportunity  offered,  watched 
their  mode  of  proceeding,  and,  although  placed  at  the 
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spearer's  slioukler,  jiovcr  couKl  uiulerstand  how  he 
sees  his  prey. 

Let  the  reader  trans])()rt  liiinself  in  iina<;ination  to 
tlie  margin  of  a  rai)i(l  on  one  of  the  wihl  north- 
western rivers;  if  tlie  position  be  beneath  a  fall,  so 
much  the  better,  for  the  ^ame  will  probably  be  more 
abundant  and  the  skill  exhibited  c;reater.  Such  a 
si<rlit  I  have  at  this  moment  under  my  eyes,  and  on  a 
roc-k  barely  covered  with  water  and  suiroundetl  by 
(juantities  of  foam  dancini^;  upon  the  rushing  ed- 
dying current,  stands  an  Indian  attended  by  his 
squaw. 

Have  vou  ever  in  vour  wanderiui^s  by  meadow  or 
loch  observed  a  heron  fishing  ^  Have  you  nuu'ked 
its  eager  intent  gaze  and  firmly  set  figure?  Such  is 
exactly  the  look  of  the  Indian  ;  and  seldom  does  his 
spear  descend  without  transfixing  a  struggling  fish. 
P'or  hours  at  a  time  he  continues  his  labour,  never 
ceasing,  except  for  the  moment  that  his  s(|uaw  takes 
•0  release  the  captive  from  the  barbs. 

Spearing  on  the  banks  at  s])awning  time  is  more 
exciting,  more  enjoyable,  and  certainly  more  pic- 
turesque. In  the  canoe  is  a  vessel  composed  of  hoop- 
iron,  in  which  a  fire  is  made  of  birch-bark,  fir  cones, 
or  pitcli-pine ;  from  the  power  of  its  ruddy  blaze,  the 
bottom  becomes  as  clear  at  ten  or  twelve  feet  as  if  it 
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were  only  so  many  inches  distant.  In  cacli  cnnoo 
there  arc  generally  two  occupants,  the  paddler  and 
spearcr,  and  during  the  density  of  a  dark  autumnal 
night  tremendous  is  the  havoc  made  among  the 
spawning  fish.  It  is  a  cruel  sport,  and  one  which,  if 
carried  to  excess,  would  soon  depopulate  the  most 
numerously  inluabitcd  waters,  still  it  is  wondrously 
fascinating.  I  liaA'e  tried  it,  and  enjoyed  it,  as  suc- 
cess was  my  rew.*(l,  .  ;..  .-nick  eye  and  quicker  hand 
being  not  so  much  ..  rtviuisitc  as  on  the  rapids,  for 
the  prey  seem  lured  j  *he  ]'o-Vt  into  a  consciousness 
of  security  that  enables  you  w  iiU  trifling  practice  to 
strike  them  with  certainty.  Another  attraction  is, 
that  this  fishing  takes  place  during  the  glorious  still 
nights  of  autumn,  and  on  the  same  shoal  will  be 
numerous  canoes,  the  flame  from  each  lighting  up 
the  sombre  woods,  while  the  voices  and  shouts  of  the 
participants  wake  the  latent  echoes. 

I  had  scarcely  laid  down  when  my  old  acquaint- 
ance, the  skunk,  made  her  appearance,  the  smell 
from  cooking  evidently  being  the  attraction.  Watch- 
ing the  creature's  movements  without  pretending  to 
observe  her,  once  she  came  so  close  to  me  that  I 
could  have  touched  her  with  the  muzzle  of  my  gun. 
Gazing  intently  into  my  eyes,  and  scanning  my  fea- 
tures with  that  half-curious,  half-impudent  counte- 
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Tianoe  animals  often  exhibit,  slic  evidently  thought, 
after  mature  consideration,  that  I  was  unworthy  of 
fear,  or  too  insii^nificant  to  provoko  wj'atli.  I  felt 
obli<^e(l  for  the  valuation  she  ])la('ed  upon  me.  Before 
layin<^  down,  I  had  thrown  the  heads  and  bones  of 
tlie  fish  into  a  heaj) :  these  Madame  Skunk  soon  dis- 
covered, and  doubtless  considered  she  had  found  a 
treasure.  However,  instead  of  beginning  the  feast 
with  greedy  haste,  she  purred  over  them  as  if  enjoy- 
ing the  meal  in  anticipation.  But  this  was  not  the 
case ;  even  skunks  have  some  good  qualities  about 
them.  The  purring  was  a  call,  for  soon  she  was  joined 
by  a  pair  of  young  ones,  about  as  large  as  month-old 
rabbits.  A  mature  skunk  in  its  strongly-marked  black 
and  white  coat  and  scrupulously-kept  fur  is  a  very 
handsome  animal ;  but  these  little  ones  were  perfect 
darlings,  and  what  charming  pets  they  would  have 
made  if  domesticated  sufficiently  to  give  up  using 
their  teeth  or  scent  bottle  on  all  available  occasions. 
The  parent  was  not  greedy,  the  choicest  morsels  she 
distributed  evenly  among  her  children,  and,  although 
thus  engaged  in  parental  duties,  it  did  not  prevent 
her  keeping  a  watchful  eye  upon  me.  However, 
sleep  stole  over  me,  sound  and  refreshing  was  my 
rest,  so  that  when  I  awoke  day  had  broken,  and  my 
nocturnal  visitors  departed. 
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Fisli  first  and  jtlovor  afterwards,  not  a  bad  break- 
fast, r  hear  till' reader  say ;  my  aj)])etite  would  justify 
any  one  in  coming  to  sueli  ji  conclusion,  for  even 
without  suit  or  j)C|)|>cr,  let  alone  other  luxuries*,  1 
manaf^ed  to  eat  an  enormous  meal.  Such  a  consump- 
tion of  viands  in  civilised  life  would  have  shocked  a 
looker-on,  and  gained  mc  the  reputation  of  i/our- 
mand. 
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By  following  the  vih^o  of  tlie  slioiv,  witli  tlie  ex- 
ception of  an  occasional  clamber  over  rocks  obstrnct- 
in^  my  course,  I  liatl,  com})aratively  speakini;,  easy 
walking,  thus,  in  little  over  an  hour,  I  had  lost  sight 
of  the  thin  wreath  of  white  smoke  that  marked  the 
fire  of  my  last  resting-place.  My  course  was  con- 
stantly intersected  by  rivulets,  few  of  them  largo 
enough  to  carry  a  boat  or  canoe,  and  all  exceedingly 
sliallow  at  their  emboiichiire.  Off  the  mouth  of  each, 
as  if  waiting  for  the  rains  to  increase  the  volume 
of  water,  were  innumerable  trout,  all  apparently  as 
hungry  as  sharks,  and  perfectly  indifferent  to  danger. 
If  means  of  communication  with  civilisation  were  less 
difficult,  there  is  little  doubt  that  most  lucrative  fishe- 
ries could  be  established  here ;  but  time,  doubtless,  with 
the  never-ceasing  tide  of  improvement  and  emigration, 
will  obviate  this  drawback,  as  well  as  convert  the  neigh- 
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bourln^  groiiiuls  into  arable  lands.  The  latitude  of 
my  position  cannot  diflei*  much  from  that  of  Lontlon. 
Clearing  olFthc  wild  waste  of  timber  that  now  covers 
the  country  will,  in  my  belief,  modify  the  climate, 
and  when  such  takes  place,  this  will  become  as  Hue  a 
stock-raising  country  as  there  is  in  the  world.  The 
soil  appears  too  cold  and  hungry  for  wheat,  but  that 
is  no  reason  that  oats,  barley,  and  other  northern 
cereals  will  not  flourish.  The  climate  also  must  ne- 
cessarily be  hmnid,  from  the  qiumtity  of  lakes  and 
streams  scattered  over  it,  which  will  increase  the  pro- 
bability of  its  suiting  the  cultivation  of  bulbous 
plants. 

In  years  gone  by,  the  Green  ^fountains  of  Vermont 
were  the  favourite  haunts  of  innumerable  moose; 
now  they  are  the  finest  and  most  extensive  sheep 
pastures  of  the  United  States.  In  its  early  history 
it  became  a  fact  so  well  known,  that  it  passed  into 
an  adage,  that  the  habitat  of  this  wild  game  was 
suitable  for  the  rearing  of  domestic  animals,  thus 
the  following  lines,  possibly  incorrectly  quoted : 

"  Tlie  upland  and  forest  where  moose  are  found, 
Por  sheep  and  cattle  arc  the  best  of  ground." 


Here,  again,  is  an  instance  of  the  bounty  of  nature 
to  the  human  family,  for  where  the  giant  elk  ceases 
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to  exist  from  tlio  ciicroaclunent  of  the  white  race,  his  • 
place  is  filled  hy  other  food-producin*^  (piadriipeds. 
It,  nevertheless,  apj)ears  to  inc  u  /;re*.it  j)ity  that  this 
truly  ina<];niiicent  animal,  the  elk,  sluuild  he  doomed 
to  annihilation,  for,  doubtless,  it  could  he  reared  in  a 
domestic  state,  when  it  would  require  far  less  atten- 
tion than  ordinary  farm-yard  occupants,  and  could 
he  made  to  perform  the  double  purposes  now  allotted 
to  horse  and  bullock.  It  is  a  well-known  fact,  that 
ihev  have  been  broken  to  harness,  and  that  their 
speed  and  powers  of  endurance  far  exceeded  that  of 
any  creature  known  ;  moreover,  bad  roads  would  bo 
of  trifling  detriment  to  them;  all  must  know  who 
have  seen  with  what  ease  they  pass  over  the  roughest 
barren,  or  through  the  densest  timber  huid.  Ex- 
])osure  also  would  not  affect  them  as  it  does  the 
horse,  and  a  severe  winter  night  passed  out  of 
doors  in  no  way  incapacitate  them  from  resuming 
their  labours  on  the  morrow.  Greasy  heels,  sand 
cracks,  and  the  numerous  other  ailments  to  which 
tlie  e([uine  family  are  so  subject  when  neglected,  are, 
I  believe,  unknown  to  the  alcine  race;  at  least, 
amouir  the  numbers  I  have  killed  I  have  never  seen 
any  evidence  of  its  existence.  For  ploughing,  their 
immense  weight  and  powerful  stride  would  mahe 
tliem  invaluable,  always  provided  they  could  be  made 
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siifBciontly  tloclli'  to  Milunlt  to  Micli  monotoiioiis 
occupiitioi). 

But  why  should  sucli  not  hv  possible,  for  Imw 
patient  has  hiTonu*  the  ox,  yot  tho  race  from  whoiicc 
lie  is  spruu;^  when  runi)iii(;  wild  in  tlu'ir  natural 
habitat,  or  those  that  have  eseaped  for  a  leu'^thenrd 
period  from  nnui's  control,  are  as  shy  and  wary  in 
their  I'fTorts  to  escape,  and  as  bold  and  daii«;i'rons,  if 
called  upon  to  exert  their  courage  to  avoid  capture, 
as  any  other  race.  The  elk,  born  of  wild  parents, 
might  be  diflicult  to  ilivest  of  its  inherent  love  ol 
freedom,  still  kindness  and  pro|)er  handling  would 
assuredly  do  nnu'h  to  reduce  it;  but  their  pro<^eny 
of  the  second,  third,  or  possibly  fourth  i^eneratidu 
would  become,  doubtless,  as  patient  of  control  as 
the  most  connnonplace  old  motherly  cow. 

I  made  such  «»;()od  sjieed  in  my  tramp,  that,  by  tlic 
time  the  sun  had  become  vertical,  1  was  nearing  tlu' 
j)oint  of  land  that  formed  one  of  the  prcanontorles 
that  ijuarded  the  entrance  of  the  bav.  On  that  mc- 
count  was  con^ratuiatini;'  myself  on  my  success,  wiicn 
I  heard  the  sharp,  quick  yelp  of  a  wolf  apparently 
runnin<i;  game ;  in  a  few  mt)ments  it  was  repeated, 
several  others  chiming  in.  Knowing  the  projicn- 
sities  of  this  family,  1  doubted  not  that  they  weie 
up  to  some  mischief,  so  halted  to  listen  ;  nor  was  I 
long  detained  in  doubt,  for  within  a  hundred  yards 
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of  wli(»r«*  I  stood  a  y^^J'ifJ  omHIxki  hrnko  cover,  nnd, 
with  a  nisii,  dasliod  into  the  lake,  and  with  rapid, 
I'oworful  sti'okos  soon  phiccMl  a  wich'  «'\t<'iit  of  water 
\  ,ov\\  hiiusi'lf  and  pursuors.  A  t'cw  minutes  atter- 
wanh  three  powerfid,  full-«^rown  wolves  eame  out  on 
the  heaeh,  wistfully  they  pi/ed  with  lon^^dn^'  eyes 
after  their  prey,  hut  did  not  attempt  to  follow.  No; 
previous  experience  had  tau<^ht  them  how  futile 
would  he  an  att(Mnpt  to  capture  in  the  water  one  of 
the  very  swiftest  swinnners  anionic;  (piadrupi'(|s. 

The  disapj)ointed  f^entry  not  haviiiLr  seen  ni'  I 
li;  '  an  opportunity  of  ohscrvin^  them  (in  nalunU 
'.  'low  w'ondrously  do<^-like  they  were  in  llicir 
actions.  They  had  ohviously  had  a  protracted  I'uu, 
for  all  appeare(l  nuu.'h  hlown,  thus  a  hath  and 
drink  of  pure  water  were  in  ^reat  demand  ;  so 
with  IciLi's  stretched  out  at  len<ith,  occasionallv 
!ai)pini;  the  water  with  their  lon^  flaccid  toiiirues, 
each  did  exactly  as  all  who  havc^  shot  fiV([ueiitly 
()hserv(^  setters  do  after  a  loni;;  run.  My  course 
heini:;  past  this  trio,  I  did  not  choose  to  make  a 
detour,  so  lield  it.  The  rustling  of  the  sand  and 
stones  under  my  feet  soon  caught  their  ears,  when 
they  turned  their  heads  liurriedly  towards  nie,  as  if 
expecting  the  noise  to  bo  caused  l»y  the  approach  of 
iiamc.  However,  my  sudden  apparition  sccukmI  in 
no  way  to  disconcert  them,  for  I   was  permitted  to 
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approach  within  a  very  short  distance  before  they 
(leeineJ  it  necessary  to  retire  ;  indeed,  so  little  evi- 
dence of  fear  did  they  evince,  that  I  cocked  both 
barrels,  from  a  donbt  arising  in  my  mind  whether 
they  were  not  considering  if  I  would  not  be  an 
accei)table  substitute  for  venison.  AVhen  they  did 
go,  they  looked  dangerous,  for  there  was  that  ex- 
j)ression  in  tlieir  eyes  often  observed  in  animals  that 
are  inclined  to  dispute  man's  supremacy,  a  look  I 
have  frequently  observed  in  an  insubordinate  hound 
whose  temper  had  got  raised  from  being  deprived  of 
his  prey,  or  made  rebellious  through  an  excessive 
application  of  the  whip. 

Feeling  relief  at  seeing,  what  I  thought,  the  last  of 
them,  and  to  make  them  believe  that  they  were  held 
in  thorough  contempt,  I  hurled  a  rock  after  the  rear- 
most, which  but  for  his  agility  would  have  given 
liim  sore  bones,  nevertheless  it  had  the  effect  of 
making  him  hurry  up  his  joreviously  lagging  pace. 

From  a  secluded  pool  at  the  mouth  of  a  stream 
I  flushed  one  of  that  rare  species  of  water-fowl  the 
king-duck,  his  large  double  humped  head  giving 
him  a  most  ungainly  appearance.  1  have  always 
believed  previously  that  this  seldom  seen  bird  was 
confined  to  the  Arctic  regions,  and  moreover  was 
strictly  marine. 
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Of  course,  all  know  that  one  swallow  does  not 
make  a  summer,  so  it  would  scarcely  do,  on  account 
of  a  simple  specimen  being  foniid  in  a  previously 
unknown  situation,  to  discard  the  experiences  of 
authorities.  Tiie  eider-duck,  eciually  a  resident  of 
hyperborean  rei^ions,  has  been  known  as  far  south 
as  the  EnMish  Channel,  heavy  <rales  doubtless  beint; 
the  cause.  Some  similar  reason  probably  induced 
the  king-duck  to  be  so  far  from  home. 

I  seldom  in  my  previous  experience  have  seen  so 
HKUiVi'reat  northern  divers  assembled  on  one  sheet  of 
water,  as  upon  this  lake ;  look  where  you  would,  their 
large  black  bodies  loom  over  the  clear  surface,  caus- 
ing them  to  appear  double  their  size.  Moreover,  their 
wild  startling  shrill  cry  continued  to  be  echoed  and 
re-echoed  from  every  tree  and  crag. 

This  unusual  muster  of  these  far  from  common 
birds,  and  their  disposition  to  babble — for  as  a  rule  tliey 
are  not  prattlers — foretells  in  my  belief  severe  weather, 
probably  frost  and  snow,  things  of  all  others  in  my 
lonely  position  to  be  most  dreaded.  But  may  the  loons 
be  false  prophets  and  myself  a  croaker — "  sufficient  is 
the  evil  for  the  day  thereof." 

Crossing  the  neck  of  a  promontory  that  jutted  into 
the  lake,  instead  of  following  the  coast  line  at  a  place 
where  the  brushwood  was  unusually  sparse,  I  saw 
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a  wolf.    The  distance  between  me  and  the  animal 
could  not  be  over  seventy  yards,  still  there  was  in 
the  creature's  manner  no  evidence  of  fear  or  dis- 
trust. His  course  and  mine  apparently  were  the  same, 
and  he  evidently  had  as  little  intention  of  relin([uisli- 
ing  it  as  I  had.     However,  there  was  plenty  of  room 
for  both,  and  I  had  almost  dismissed  the   circum- 
stance from  my  mind,  when  to  my  surprise  I  saw  that 
wolf  number  one  was  followed  by  two  companions, 
about  twenty  or  thirty  paces  apart,  aiid  from  their 
looks  and  manners  that  I  unquestionably  was  regarded 
with  considerable  interest.    Of  course,  one  wolf  looks 
so  much  like  another  that  it  is  impossible  to  be  cer- 
tain, still  I  felt  a  very  strong  im])ression  that  these 
three  worthies  were  the  identical  trio  who  had  been 
disappointed  of  a  feast  on  venison  in  the  morning, 
and  if  such  was  the  case,  well,  they  were  dogging  me 
with  the  intention  of  screwing  up  their  courage,  when 
darkness  shrouded  the  landscape,  to  make  a  precon- 
certed attack,  so  sup  on  a  lost  biped,  as  a  substitute  for 
the  lost  quadruped.    Silly  things,  how  little  they  were 
aware  that  I  could  at  any  moment  have  disposed  of 
their  lives ;  but  without  firearms  my  position  would 
have  been  anything  but  pleasant.     With  a  good  club 
or  axe,  unless  a  man  w^as  attacked  simultaneously  or 
unawares,  I  think  he  would  have  little  trouble  in 
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beatinji;  off  two  or  even  tliree  of  these  disreputable 
relations  of  the  canine  family.  If  I  luul  not  felt  tlie 
necessity  of  liusbandiiif:^  my  annnnnition,  1  believe  1 
should  have  knocked  over  one,  tluit  his  remains  might 
submit  to  the  indignity  of  beini;"  torn  and  gnawed 
by  his  conu'ades  ;  for  although  the  negro  adage  says, 
''dog  no  eat  dog,  no  never,"  wolf  will  eat  wolf,  and  that 
with  su(;h  gnsto  that  if  a  stricken  one  only  be  but 
slightly  wounded,  his  fellows  will  hunt  him  to  the 
death  as  a  pack  of  hounds  will  a  fox.  This  circum- 
stance is  worthy  of  Mr.  Freeman's  attention,  possibly 
his  philanthropic  mind  might  suggest  to  the  race  a 
remedv  for  such  blood-thirstiness. 

Again  striking  the  edge  of  the  lake,  I  most  unex- 
pectedly secured  my  dinner  without  having  to  employ 
my  gun,  so  saved  a  cartridge.  It  happened  in  this 
wav.  The  water  was  extremely  shallow,  and  into  it 
projected  a  broad  spit  of  gravel  on  which  grew  a 
very  stunted  and  sparse  crop  of  rushes.  Several 
northern  divers,  unconscious  that  any  danger  would 
result  from  such  a  proceeding,  had  left  their  watery 
home  to  rest  and  sun  themselves.  In  a  moment  my 
eye  detected  them,  and  knowledge  of  their  incapacity 
to  take  flight  when  on  shore,  informed  me  that  by  a 
quick  dash  I  might  succeed  in  cutting  them  off  from 
their  favourite  element.     Rapid  as  thought  I  made 

l2 


us 


LONE  LIFE  : 


a  rush  ;  the  birds  amazed  seemed  tmconscious  of  mv 
intention  until  it  was  too  late  to  save  tliemselves,  so 
I  singled  out  the  plumpest — always  the  easiest  to  catch 
— and  knocked  it  over  with  a  stone.  The  chase  finished 
I  looked  up,  and  not  forty  yards  distant  were  tlie 
rascally  wolves  coming  directly  for  me  at  a  good 
three-quarter  gallop.  In  a  moment  I  dropped  the  bird, 
placing  my  foot  on  its  neck  to  prevent  it  escaping, 
and  cocked  both  barrels  to  be  ready  if  it  was  neces- 
sary to  stand  on  the  defensive.  Never  were  rogues  so 
disconcerted  ;  with  surprise  as  thoroughly  depicted  in 
their  features  as  ever  it  was  in  mortal  being's,  each 
halted,  looked  foolish,  and  in  a  loitering  careless  gait 
slunk  off. 

Now  these  worthies  doubtlessly  thought,  when  I 
made  the  rush  to  intercept  the  divers,  that  fear  was 
inducing  me  to  run  and  thus  escape  their  pursuit,  so 
having  a  frightened  creature  to  deal  with,  they  wou^d 
without  further  delay  run  him  down ;  but  they  had 
calculated  without  their  host,  as  the  sequel  showed. 
If  I  had  been  some  timid,  unarmed  person,  I  doubt- 
less would  have  been  pulled  down,  simply  from  the 
want  of  showing  a  bold  front.  More  than  once  I 
have  seen  a  bull  that  would  pursue  all  who  ran 
away  from  his  wild  look  and  hostile  actions,  quietly 
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walk  off,  even  abruptly  turn  tail  and  bolt,  when  con- 
fronted by  a  determined  person.  I  believe  there  are 
very  few  quadrupeds  that  will  attack  man  if  he  does 
not  permit  his  presence  of  mind  to  desert  him,  at  the 
same  time  it  is  wrong  to  say  that  none  will,  so  it 
would  be  most  culpable  to  unnecessarily  put  your- 
self in  peril  by  a  desire  to  exercise  it,  but  if  placed 
in  an  unexpected  position  of  danger,  when  other 
means  of  rescue  are  not  within  reach,  your  life  may 
be  saved  by  using  it. 

That  I  had  not  yet  done  with  my  attendants  the 
wolves  was  evident,  for  after  placing  about  a  hun- 
dred yards  between  me  and  them,  they  quietly  sat 
down  upon  their  haunches  and  watched  with  evi- 
dently most  interested  motives  my  movements. 

But  to  my  prize,  the  diver;  it  was  a  splendid 
young  bird,  in  most  perfect  plumage,  weighing  up- 
wards of  twelve  pounds.  I  felt  great  reluctance  to 
destroy  its  plumage,  as  it  would  have  made  a  valuable 
addition  to  any  museum,  but  "  needs  must,"  &c. 
Although  this  bird  is  universally  called  the  loon 
here,  the  appellation  is  erroneous,  this  specimen 
being  the  Immer  or  Great  Northern  Diver  (Coli/nibits 
glacialis)f  not  the  Black-throated  Diver  {Colymbus 
arcticus) ;  both  species  are,  however,  to  be  found  in 
the  same  latitudes  of  America  as  comprise  their 
habitat  in  Europe.     Although  report  says  that  the 
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Immer  has  been  known  to  breed  in  the  north  of  Scot- 
land, to  my  knowledge  it  has  not  been  authenticated, 
while  the  loon  unquestionably  does  on  some  of  the 
secluded  lakes  of  Sutherlandshire. 

The  red-throated  diver  {Coli/mbtis  septenfrioimJifi)^ 
another  of  the  same  family,  although  far  more  com- 
mon in  Europe  than  either  of  the  previous  men- 
tioned, I  have  seldom  seen  on  the  Western  Continent, 
the  reasons  I  attribute  this  to  being  that  salt  and  not 
fresh  water  are  its  favourite  haunts. 

Although  the  wings  of  all  these  birds  are  extremely 
small  in  proportion  to  their  size  of  body,  they  are 
capable  of  swift  and  protracted  flight  when  they 
gain  elevation,  but  their  efforts  to  do  so  are  awkward 
in  the  extreme.  Strictly  migratory,  however,  they 
never  come  in  winter  a  great  distance  south  of 
the  ice  line,  and  seldom  at  any  season  are  to  bo 
found  in  numbers  far  from  it.  A  few  couple  annually 
nest  about  the  lakes  in  the  north  of  the  United 
States,  but  their  great  breeding  haunts  are  on  the 
edge  of  the  Arctic  circle.  Although  nearly  all  Ame- 
rican web-footed  birds  tliat  frequent  fresh  water  are 
excellent  food,  these  divers  are  not  much  "  to  crack 
up"  on  that  score,  for  they  ever  possess  a  strong  fishy 
flavour,  far  from  agreeable  to  the  majority  of  human 
palates;    but   beggars    not    being    choosers  I  shall 
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accommodate  myself  to  circumstance,  so  sup  on  my 
lijindsomo  ])rizi',  and  be  sufficiently  tjrateful  to  thank 
tlie  ixods  afterwards  for  what  they  have  sent  me. 

Leavin<^  the  level  of  the  lake  by  a  f^radual  ascent 
of  quite  one  hundred  feet,  I  gained  the  long-desired 
termination  of  the  promontory.  It  was  a  noble  bold 
headland,  with  almost  a  perpendicular  front,  covered 
with  immense  boulders,  and  a  few  dwarfed  birch- 
trees.  From  it  projectinfr  much  fnrther  into  the 
lake  than  any  of  the  neighbouring  points  of  land, 
and  being  far  more  marked  in  its  outline,  I  felt 
little  doubt  that  it  was  a  rocoo;nised  landmark  of  the 
Indians,  and  as  such  often  approached,  so  that  my 
chance  of  being  rescued  by  a  passing  canoe  looked 
far  from  improbable,  thus  for  a  hard  day's  travel, 
performed  under  very  trying  circumstances,  being 
in  a  very  unfit  state  to  undergo  severe  fatigue,  1  felt 
deserving  the  reward  I  received  for  my  exertions. 

For  a  signal  I  was  resolved  to  keep  a  large  fire  burn- 
ing near  the  extremity  of  the  point,  so  my  labours  for 
the  day  had  not  terminated,  as  fuel  had  to  be  gathered. 
If  I  had  possessed  an  axe  this  would  not  have  been  either 
along  or  very  tedious  job;  but  such  not  being  the 
case,  I  had  to  satisfy  myself  with  such  dead  limbs  as 
I  found  strewn  upon  the  ground,  or  green  boughs  of 
such  dimension?  as  could  be  lopped  off  with  the  aid 
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of  my  liiintiii<^-knifo.  Thus  it  was  lute  ere  I  turned 
in,  when  I  was  too  worn  out  to  bo  able  to  sleop. 
MoreoYcr,  an  hour  or  two  after  dark  it  became  ex- 
ceedingly cold,  which  I  felt  the  more  from  haviufr 
selected  a  ])lace  entirely  destitute  of  shelter.  Further, 
I  am  not  certain  that  it  would  have  been  a  very 
safe  performance  to  have  })erniitted  myself  to  doze, 
for  the  three  wolves  gave  me  indisputable  evidence 
that  tliey  were  still  in  attendance ;  if  to-morrow  they 
have  not  taken  themselves  off,  I  shall  be  compelled 
to  take  aggressive  steps  against  them. 

At  length  a  faint  line  of  light  in  the  eastern  skies 
denoted  thu  approach  of  day  and  the  termination  of 
one  of  the  most  wearying  and  uncomfortable  nights 
I  could  even  desire  my  direst  enemy  to  have  to  pass. 
With  dawn  the  wind  died  out,  and  tlie  surface 
of  the  lake,  no  longer  fretted  with  its  pressure,  lay 
still,  calm,  and  clear  as  molten  lead,  while  the  distant 
shores  and  numerous  islands  looked  suspended  in 
space.  Although  far  from  in  a  frame  of  mind  to 
be  pleased  or  imaginative,  I  could  not  resist  gazing 
with  admiration  on  the  fair  landscape,  and  thinking 
what  future  is  in  store  for  it,  and  what  do  you  sup- 
pose my  imagination  can  paint  ?  A  land  teeming  with 
a  prosperous,  consequently  happy  population,  an  in- 
tegral part  of  the  most  powerful  nation  of  the  earth. 
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Although  searching  the  water  in  every  tlircctloii 
for  over  an  hour,  not  a  vestii^e  of  animal  life  could  be 
seen  save  the  loons  asleep  upon  its  placid  bosom. 
I  iiad  hoped,  I  had  even  dared  to  expect  that  a  canoe 
vould  be  in  sight,  or  a  white  wreath  of  smoke  indi- 
cating an  encampment;  but,  alas!  I  was  doomed  to 
(hsappointment,  and  might  as  well  have  been  in  an 
uninhabited  planet  as  far  as  evidences  of  human 
life  could  be  discerned.  Possibly,  physically  I  am 
not  much  weakened  by  this  protracted  detention, 
but  my  body  feels  cramped  and  stiffened,  while  my 
feet  are  in  such  a  fearful  state  from  bruises  and 
chafing,  that  it  is  doubtful,  even  if  it  were  necessary, 
tliat  I  could  walk  ten  miles  further ;  and  worse  than 
all,  there  was  such  an  oppressive  languor — an  utter 
listiessness  of  purpose,  accompanied  by  despondency, 
overwhelming  me — that  I  even  ret^arded  death  with 
ieelings  of  indifference,  so  kept  quoting,  I  fear  almost 
in  irony,  "  Oh,  death,  where  is  thy  sting?  oh,  grave, 
where  is  thy  victory?" 

Leaving  the  margin  of  the  water  to  gather  fresh  fuel 
for  my  fire,  I  spied  the  wolves  on  my  return  in  its  im- 
mediate vicinity,  evidently  looking  up  the  debris  of 
my  last  meal.  My  approach  seemed  to  give  them  little 
uneasiness,  true,  they  did  not  actually  dispute  pos- 
session ;  but  they  gave  way  with  so  bad  a  grace,  that 
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it  was  only  a  (|ucstion  of  time  and  a  little  l»)n^or  ac- 
quaintance for  them  to  do  8t>,  tliiis  I  determiiu'd  to 
tako  tlio  higli  hand,  and  make  example  of  the  most 
insolent.  An  op])ortiinity  soon  occnrred  ;  the  largest 
of  the  trio,  a  powerful,  well-made  and  clothed 
fellow,  turned  round  after  retiring  a  few  paces  and 
looking  me  full  in  the  face  showed  his  teeth,  after 
the  manner  of  a  sulky,  cross-grained  dog.  I  there- 
upon pitclied  my  gun  to  my  shoulder,  and  aiming 
for  the  centre  of  his  chest  pulled  the  trigger.  Al- 
most without  a  struggle  the  creature  fell,  his  life- 
blood  choking  his  last  respirations.  After  all,  my 
junmunition  was  not  thrown  away,  for  I  utilised  a 
portion  of  the  hide  to  tie  around  my  suffering  feet, 
the  remainder  being  intended  to  temporarily  supply 
the  place  of  a  mattress.  The  Indians  fre(iuently 
eat  wolf — to  dog  flesh  they  are  absolutely  ])artial — so 
I  cut  otfa  hind-quarter  and  hung  it  out  of  the  way  of 
thieves,  only  to  be  used  when  my  pantry  ceased  to  be 
better  provided. 
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About  mid-day,  having  failed  to  sec  a  canoi',  and 
retaining  anything  but  an  agreeable  rcmeinbraiico  of 
last  niglit's  sleeping-place,  I  resolved  to  search  for  a 
more  suitable  one.  As  it  was  my  intention  to  keep  the 
fire  burning  on  the  point,  it  was  not  desirable  to  re- 
move far ;  moreover,  as  the  neighbourhood  was  rocky 
and  irregular  there  was  little  doubt  that  it  would 
be  easy  finding  what  I  wished  in  the  vicinity. 

In  a  ravine,  the  sides  of  which  afforded  shelter 
from  the  prevailing  north  wind,  so  consecpiently 
was  well  supplied  with  vegetation,  and  through  whose 
bottom  ran  a  beautiful  clear  rill,  I  discovered  a  cave. 
The  entrance  to  it  was  almost  large  enough  for  me  to 
pass  through  without  stooping,  and  its  floor  was 
covered  with  beautiful  white  sand ;  in  fact,  so  regular 
was  the  formation  and  suitable  the  selection  of  the 
situation  of  this  grotto,  that  it  looked  more  like  the 
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work  of  man  t)mii  of  iiatuiv.  I  cauti<»iisly  peered  in, 
but  with  my  haek  against  the  light  I  could  not  distin- 
guisli  its  propDrtions.  At  first  I  hesItatiMl  to  enter, 
but  on  afti'r-tliouixht  folt  rather  aslianu-d  at  haviri'' 
even  for  an  instant  i»iven  wav  to  what  verv  much 
resemliled  fear,  so  pushed  into  the  <hirk  aj»erture.  At 
first  nothing  couhl  Ix'  cK)no  except  ^n'ope  my  way,  hut 
after  a  time  the  eye  became  accustomed  to  the  suh- 
(hied  light,  and  I  was  ahio  to  distin<;uish  sufficiently 
far  in  advance  of  me  to  move  forward  with  less 
caution.  I  must  have  been  upwards  of  fifteen  feet 
from  the  outer  world,  when  this  subterranean  pas- 
sage opened  out  into  what  apj)eared  to  mo  a  vast 
chamber.  Having  visited  the  Mannnoth  Cave  of 
Kentucky  and  other  celebrated  caverns,  I  was  well 
aware  of  the  danger  an  explorer  runs  of  getting  lost 
in  such  places,  so  I  retraced  my  steps  to  procure 
some  bark  or  other  material,  out  of  which  to  make 
a  torch.  Soon  I  sighted  a  patriarchal  birch-tree, 
the  lower  portion  of  which  1  denuded  of  its  hoary 
curling  cover,  and  with  it  returned  to  complete  my 
discoveries. 

Gaining  the  point  in  the  cave  originally  reached, 
there  my  load  was  deposited,  and  after  several  unsuc- 
cessful attempts  ultimately  succeeded  in  lighting, 
then  to  make  burn  up  with  powerful  flame,  the  mate- 
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rial  procui'iMl.  IIoMii)^  tho  torcii  nluft  I  had  n 
clear  siirvi'V  of  the  interior;  it  was  altout  twi-ntv 
feet  S(|iiare,  and  imt  for  tlie  ru^'^^'d  walls  and  irre- 
i^'ular  roof  mi^lit  Iiavo  heen  snpposed  a  ehainlier 
ill  an  (H'dinarv  dNvelllii;;.  In  one  of  lln'  ivci'sxes, 
that  next  the  entranec  on  the  ri^ht-hand  side,  .some- 
thing caught  my  eye;  at  first  it  appeared  to  he  part 
of  a  rt)(»t,  hut  on  closer  inspection,  to  my  dismay,  1 
may  say  horror,  I  discovered  it  to  he  the  remains 
of  wiiat  had  onee  been  u  s[)ecinien  of  frail  mortality. 
In  a  sitting  position  it  reclined  against  the  wall  with 
the  head  shrunk  forwards  upon  the  knees  and  arms, 
and  although  only  a  portion  of  the  clothing  re- 
mained, the  body  appeared  p<irfect.  The  skin  had 
hecome  of  that  nondescript  brown  colour,  nearly  re- 
sembliiii,^  nialiogany,  and  seemed  to  have  shrunk  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  leave  no  room  between  it  and 
the  bones  for  flesh  or  muscle.  Under  no  circum- 
stances liave  I  a  liking  for  such  sights,  at  the  present 
time,  with  my  body  enervated  and  my  mind  de- 
pre>^v  1  from  my  unfortunate  position,  1  was  doubly 
unable  to  endure  it,  still  there  came  over  me  an  inex- 
•licabie  fascination  that  prevented  my  at  once  leaving 
Hic  revolting  spectacle. 

From  the  uncovered  head  hung  down  a  quantity 
of  coarse  long  black  hair,  a  rude  stone  pipe  minus  a 
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stem  lay  on  one  side,  wliile  an  antiquated  flint 
musket,  with  the  stock  so  decayed  as  to  look  as  if  it 
would  ahnost  fall  from  the  metal  when  touched, 
leaning  against  the  "'all,  muzzle  ui)wards,  rested 
within  reach  of  the  mummy-like  fingers.  In  a  few 
minutes  all  this  was  comprehended.  I  do  not  think 
even  then  I  should  have  left,  had  not  the  splut- 
tering of  my  torch,  and  the  rapid  decline  in  the 
light  it  afforded,  admonished  me  that  if  i  did  not 
collect  my  scattered  senses  and  pull  myself  together, 
I  should  soon  be  entombed  in  darkness  with  the 
dead. 

Ill  as  I  had  felt  previous  to  this,  doubly  I  felt  so 
now,  and  could  not  help  regurding  the  discovery  as  a 
device  of  the  Evil  One  to  show  me  what  was  to  be 
my  fate.  At  first,  when  1  felt  the  fresh  air  fan  my 
cheek  on  regaining  the  outer  world,  my  inclination 
was  to  fly  from  the  locality,  as  inhabitants  do  from  a 
plague-struck  city,  but  after-thought  prevented  my 
doing  so ;  and  the  further  I  delayed  the  greater 
became  my  determination  to  look  again  upon  the 
ghastly  apparition,  to  learn  whether  violence,  starva- 
tion, or  natural  causes  had  terminated  life,  and  also 
obtain  some  relic  that  might  trace  to  whom  the 
unknown  belonged ;  for  although  convinced  by  the 
hair,  pipe,  and  gun  that  it  was  an  Indian,  yet  I  was 
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c'(|iially  satisfied  that  alone,  witliout  a  companion's 
synipatliy  or  friend's  attention,  tlie  soul  had  de- 
parted for  the  spirit  land ;  for  if  it  had  been  other- 
wise the  body  would  not  thus  have  been  left,  but  de- 
posited deep  in  the  soil  at  the  foot  of  a  tree  or  over- 
haiiixiiii'  rock  after  the  manner  of  his  race. 

As  an  abundance  of  birch-bark  was  required  to 
carry  out  my  purpose,  and  there  was  none  left  in  the 
innuediate  vicinity,  I  determined  to  postpone  my 
search  till  the  succeeding  day,  more  particularly  as  I 
had  still  to  find  a  suitable  place  to  [)ass  the  night. 
Further  examination  of  the  ravine  soon  enabled  me 
to  discover  another  cave,  in  fact,  the  neighbourhood 
seemed  to  be  perfectly  excavated  witli  these  under- 
m'ound  <j;iilleries.  The  one  I  selected  was  rather  too 
open  in  front,  still  the  entrance  was  well  shelterd,  the 
recess  dividing  off  into  two  distinct  passages  twenty 
feet  from  its  mouth.  Here,  with  a  fire  at  the  en- 
trance, I  could  not  suffer  much  from  cold,  and  be 
tolerably  secure  from  marauders,  while  the  loose  dry 
sand  would  afford  me  a  comparatively  soft  couch. 
Having  collected  a  sufficiency  of  fuel  I  returned  to 
my  last  sleeping-place  to  have  my  evening  meal  and 
a  look  out  seawards.  As  I  approached  it,  just  as  I 
expected,  the  remaining  wolves  were  busy  upon  their 
late  companion ;   already  the    carcass   was   torn  in 
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pieces,  and  fragments  of  entrail  and  bone  strewn 
around ;  the  lesson  I  had  tauglit  tlieni  liad  its  effect, 
for  both  gave  me  a  wide  berth,  not  very  hurriedly  it 
is  true,  for  each  carried  with  him  a  piece  of  carrion, 
but  sufficiently  so  to  announce  that  my  proximity 
was  considered  dangerous.  Without  molestation  or 
any  attempt  to  increase  their  fears,  for  now  they 
treated  me  with  sufficient  respect  as  justified  my  be- 
lieving they  would  not  presume  to  beocme  too  fami- 
liar, I  did  not  wish  to  drive  them  from  the  neigh- 
bourhood, as  in  case  of  necessity  I  would  be  able  to 
convert  them  into  food. 

Making  a  distinction,  as  man  ever  does,  between 
reason  and  sagacity,  placing  the  former  far  in 
precedence  of  the  latter,  with  what  ease  could 
either  of  these  animals  find  any  place  they  de- 
sired, travelling  towards  it  with  equal  correctness 
by  day  or  night ;  while  I,  when  without  the  sun 
for  a  guide,  am  unable  to  pursue  a  straight  line. 
Yes,  man  may  make  what  distinctions  he  likes, 
but  he  is  ever  too  prone  to  elevate  his  own  race 
to  the  detriment  of  the  others.  Human  beings 
build  their  dwellings  to  suit  their  requirements,  but 
the  birds  of  the  air  do  likewise;  we  garner  our 
grain  that  food  may  not  be  wanting,  when  the 
earth  refuses  to  supply  it ;  the  squirrel,  the  marmot, 
and  many  others  do  likew-ise.     Birds  migrate  over 
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thousands  of  miles  of  land  and  water,  yet  periodi- 
cally and  with  unerring  instinct  return  to  the  same 
spot  for  many  successive  seasons  ;  while  the  lords  of 
creation,  although  truly  they  find  their  ways  about 
the  earth,  cannot  lose  sight  of  land,  or  trust  them- 
selves to  the  pathless  forest  or  desert  without  calling 
to  their  aid  the  use  of  the  compass.  As  in  individuals 
of  the  human  race,  no  two  are  alike,  each  having 
a  specialty  in  his  character,  so  among  the  (piadru- 
peds  and  birds,  all  are  gifted  with  qualities  positively 
necessary  to  their  existence,  nevertheless  these  pecu- 
liarities are  totally  distinct  in  each  race. 

Gaining  the  extremity  of  the  point,  gazing  with 
an  intentness  over  a  prairie  of  water  that  caused 
my  sight  to  pain  me,  still  not  a  vestige  of  what  in- 
dicated the  vicinity  of  human  life  was  to  be  seen. 
As  the  atmosphere  was  clear  and  still,  what  an  area 
could  I  cover,  still  not  a  canoe,  not  a  wreath  of  smoke 
was  in  sight.  I  might  have  taken  unction  to  my  soul 
by  considering  myself  lord  of  all  I  surveyed,  but 
never  did  I  feel  more  thoroughly  that  I  would  sooner 
be  the  humblest  of  a  community  than  a  king  without 
subjects,  let  my  demesne  be  as  long  and  wide  as 
the  greatest  empire  of  the  earth  : 


There  is  a  pleasure  in  tlie  pathless  wooJs  ; 
There  is  a  rapture  h,  the  lonely  shore; 
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There  is  society  where  none  intrude 
By  the  deep  sea,  and  music  in  its  roar. 

Very  true,  I  agree  with  the  poet,  but  these  plea- 
sures are  enjoyed  by  contrast.  I  had  now  obtained 
so  much  of  it  that  I  longed  most  earnestly  for  a 
slight  experience  of  the  reverse  side. 

While  watching,  longing,  waiting,  a  familiar  little 
note  sti'uck  upon  my  ear.  At  first  I  thought  it  fancy, 
but  when  it  was  again  and  again  repeated,  I  turned 
round  to  see  its  producer.  Yes,  my  ear  had  told  mc 
f'orrectly,  for  after  a  critical  examination  I  discovered 
the  unexpected  little  beauty.  If  I  had  been  in  tlio 
pine-woods,  its  presence  would  not  have  surprised 
me  ;  but  here,  some  miles  from  them,  I  was  scarcely 
prepared  to  find  it.  For  many  reasons  it  deserves 
notice,  firstly,  from  its  scarcity  in  England,  se- 
condly from  the  startling  dissimilarities  its  plumage 
appears  to  undergo,  and  thirdly,  the  tremendous 
power  given  to  its  peculiar  shaped  bill,  enabling  it  to 
sever  with  ease  the  hardest  pine  cones  to  extract  the 
seeds.  Man}"  naturalists  advance  as  the  reason  that 
it  is  not  more  frequently  seen  in  the  British  Is- 
lands is,  because  it  breeds  in  winter  and  migrates  north 
with  the  approach  of  mild  weather.  In  such  latitudes 
as  my  present  situation  I  do  not  consider  that  it 
can   be    deemed    migratory,    although    it  certainly 
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appears  far  less  abuiulaiit  in  moderate  than  severe 
weather.  This  I  account  for  by  its  being  extremely  shy 
at  one  season  and  quite  the  reverse  at  the  other.  In 
s))rinjL5  ^  have  frequently  found  its  nest  composed  of 
the  most  diniinutivo  twi<^8  and  grass,  bound  together 
with  wool  and  hair,  and  beautifully  lined  with  the 
latter.  Its  eggs  also  possess  the  peculiarity  of  varying 
almost  as  much  in  colour  as  the  parents  do  in  plumage. 
A  typical  one,  however,  may  be  described  as  about  the 
size  of  that  of  the  bullfinch,  but  rather  more  elon- 
gated, of  a  cream  colour  and  white  ground  varying 
in  places  to  a  warmer  tinting,  while  the  larger  end 
is  numerously  spotted  with  red,  occasionally  in- 
termixed with  darker  colours.  They  are  capable 
of  sustaining  a  great  amount  of  cold,  appear  to 
enjoy  themselves  very  much  in  the  snow ;  but  when 
the  earth  is  clothed  in  this  garment,  they  are  ever 
found  associated  in  large  flocks,  the  vicinity  of  a 
homestead  or  the  margin  of  a  clearing  being  then 
their  favourite  resort.  My  little  visitor's  tameness 
Avas  not  as  acceptable  as  it  would  have  been  under 
other  circumstances,  for  it  predicted  the  a})proach  of 
cold  weather,  a  prophecy  I  did  not  want,  as  I  was 
well  aware  it  could  not  be  far  distant,  and  disliked 
being  reminded  that  such  was  the  case.  As  children 
sing  to  the  lady-bird  "  fly  away  home,"  I  might  have 
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done  likewise,  but  fear  the  advice  was  equally  im- 
probable to  bo  taken.  However,  when  the  sun  dipped 
andglomon  usurped  the  place  of  its  lif^ht,  the  familiar 
twitter  ceased  and  I  was  again  alone.  The  night  be- 
came very  dark  and  the  winds  breathless,  so  I  did  not 
suffer  from  cold,  this  inducing  me  to  remain  by  my 
signal  fire  till  a  late  hour.  All  this  time  I  never  shut 
my  eyes,  all  desire  to  sleep  seemed  to  have  departed ; 
but  memory  was  hard  at  work,  recalling  many 
scenes  and  days  of  youth  long  buried  in  the  ])ast. 
Travelling  through  the  entire  retina  of  boyhood ;  one 
moment  I  was  bird-nesting  in  the  woods  that  margin 
Clyde,  another  climbing  the  ruins  of  ivy-clad  Both- 
well  Castle,  or  again  fishing  for  trout  or  pars 
along  the  rugged  margin  of  the  Avon,  or  watching 
the  crows  circling  aloft  over  the  rugged  heights  of 
Cadzow.  Again  the  scene  would  shift  to  the  banks 
of  the  noble  Tay,  Scone  Palace,  the  South  Inch,  tliu 
Almond,  with  the  birchen  slopes,  and  rich  meadows 
that  surround  it,  for  oft  they  had  echoed  my  school- 
boy chatter  of  a  Saturday  afternoon,  at  a  period 
when  manhood  and  foreign  lands  were  looked  for- 
ward to  with  the  thought  that  they  were  the  realisa- 
tion of  the  charming  nursery  pictures  of  fairy  land ; 
but  how  different  it  has  been  found,  I  leave  all  to 
answer,  for  whether  born  in  a  hovel  or  in  a  palace, 
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with  boundless  wealtli  or  sunk  in  poverty,  sorrows  unci 
disappointments  chequer  the  existence  of  all.     Yes, 
such  were  my  tlioughts  when  a  distant  li^lit,  first 
faint,  then   ^^radually  increasing,  seemed  to  rise  out 
of  the  distant  waters.     No  hjnis  fatuusy  no  halluci- 
nation of  brain,  I  felt  convinced   it    was,   and  the 
further  to  confirm  my  belief  others  sprun<r  up  around 
the  first  seen  ;  but.  alas !  they  were  miles  awav,  and 
without  a  doubt  were  produced  by  Indians  spearing 
fish,  so  how  could  I  attract  their  attention.      First 
I  thought  of  my  gun  ;  the  intermediate  space  was 
^reat,  would  the  sound  travel  so  far  or  the  flash  be 
seen  so  far  away,  and  was  it  prudent  to  spend  my 
trifling  stock  of  ammunition  when  its  Aulue  was  more 
to  me  than  gold  or  precious  stones?     No,  the   best 
})lan  was  to  keep  the  fire  amply  supplied,  and  make 
a  blaze  that  would  gleam  over  the  waters  for  miles. 
!My  discovery  had  renewed  lK)})e,  and  with  its  return 
came  strength  and  energy;  bruises  and  ailments  were 
forgotten,  and  I  piled  on  the  brush  I  had  collected 
till  the  hungry  flames  reached  aloft,  but  without  more 
food  they  would  die,  so  little  caring  for  wolf  or  bear 
recklessly  I  rushed  into  the  darkness,  and  by  dint  of 
tearing,  breaking,    and    pulling    returned   with    an 
ample  load.      How   provokingly   quick  such    small 
wood  would  burn,  I  learned  this  night,  for  no  sooner 
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was  one  loud  brought  in  tlisiii  another  was  n'(|uiivcl. 
Scarcely  could  I  even  steal  a  few  minutes  to  watcli 
the  result,  and  leani  if  any  of  tlio  unknown  turned 
towards  nic ;  hut  after  all  there  was  nouj^ht  to  he 
gained  hy  doing  so,  for  the  moment  they  gave  uj) 
fishing  to  respond  to  me  their  torch  would  have  been 
extinguished,  and  I  should  be  in  ignorance  of  their 
approach  till  their  craft  came  within  the  glare  of 
my  fire. 

My  incessant  labours  caused  niglit  to  flit  hy 
ra])idly,  and  day  at  length  broke ;  clearer  and  clearer 
it  became,  till  the  sun  burst  forth ;  and  could  I 
believe  my  eyes?  could  not,  I  might  almost  say,  for  1 
was  alone,  and  not  a  sign  of  human  life  in  view. 

"  Hope  deferred  maketli  the  heart  sick."  For  a 
few  minutes  I  felt  so ;  but  the  knowledge,  the  cer- 
tainty that  fellow-creatures  were  not  far  distant  gave 
me  fresh  courage,  and  with  it  came  the  determina- 
tion and  power  to  have  such  a  supply  of  fuel  as  would 
produce  a  blaze  the  coming  night  that  woidd  set  the 
whole  country-side  in  a  low. 

Being  further  determined  to  spare  no  efforts  to 
attract  the  attention  of  any  eye  that  might  be  turned 
this  way,  I  went  to  the  ravine,  and  cut  a  pole  about 
twenty  feet  long;  its  diameter  at  the  butt,  although 
not  more  than  six  inches,  gave  me  quite  an  hour's 
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liai*d  huckiiif;  before  it  was  severed.  To  the  top  of 
tliis  I  fustcMied  my  ^rouiul-shcet,  iiiul  then  erected 
my  fla^-staff,  n  beacon  that  doubtless  couKl  have 
been  seen,  from  its  elevated  position,  for  many  a 
mile. 

All  this  labour  over,  i  felt  1  had  earned  rest,  and, 
giving  way,  thoroui;hly  enjoyed  it.      Feeliiij^   con- 
vinced that   my  deliverance  was  near,  I  resolved  to 
have  another  interview  with  the  tenant  of  the  cave,  a 
final  look  at  what  circumstances  will  reduce  man, 
the  proud  lord  of  the  ereation,  to.     Well  provided 
with  l)irch-bark,  1  entered.     I   thought  1  })erceiveil  a 
dank  and    unhealthy  smell.     Previously  1  had  not 
observed  it.     The  knowledge  that  it  was  a  charnel- 
house   possibly   might  have   caused  me   to  imagine 
such.     But  curiosity  induced   me  to   go  on  with  a 
labour  which  certainly  was  not  one  of  love.     When 
the  bark  had  sufficiently  burnt  up,  I  commenced  my 
examination.     Fracjnients   of   an   old   blanket -coat 
partially  draped  the  figure.     W  ithout  disturbing  the 
position,  I  removed   the   covering   from   the   chest, 
knowing  that  the   aborigines  invariably  wear  some 
ornament  around  the   neck.     Nor  was  1  mistaken, 
for  a   small   glittering   piece   of   metal   fell  to  the 
ground. 
On   examination,  in   the    uncertain   light  of   the 
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flickorin^  Maze,  I  could  discover  no  im])rcssion 
on  its  surface,  for  it  was  worn  smooth  as  a  coin 
tluit  liad  lonf^  been  in  circulation.  Fcelin<:  no 
compuuction,  I  a])pro|)riated  it.  Amon<^  tin?  sand, 
and  close  l)v  the  body,  I  cxinimed  an  iron  1>()X,  a 
well-worn  rusty  knife,  also  a  powder-horn ;  these  I 
took  ;  l)ut  the  ^un,  useless  from  its  deep  incrus- 
tation of  rust,  1  left,  for  it  was  valueless  to  me,  and  a 
most  fitting  cnddem  to  indicate  the  life  the  departed 
liad  led.  15ut  when  will  human  eyes  heliold  it? 
Lon<j:,  very  lon«;,  probably,  is  that  time  distant;  and 
then  it  will  possibly  bo  those  of  an  cxploriui^  white 
man,  and  not  those  of  the  deceased's  own  race,  after 
the  precursors  of  colonisation  arrive  hero  to  set  up 
their  household  f^ods. 

To  find  myself  in  the  broad  stare  of  daylight  agaiu 
was  a  relief;  but  curiosity  to  examine  my  relics  did 
not  lon^r  brook  delay.  The  ])()wder-h()ru  was  not 
empty,  but  the  cpiality  was  of  the  poorest  description  ; 
the  knife  was  such  as  is  nsually  employed  in  the 
Indian  trade,  but  without  a  mark  to  indicate  where 
manufactured ;  while  the  little  box  was  of  that  pattern 
which  is  usually  employed  by  sailors — such  a  one 
possibly  as  Molly  gave  her  lover  Tom  in  the  dear  old 
charming  song  of  "  Wapping  Old  Stairs."  With  a 
great  effort  I  opened  it — for  that  coroding  fiend  rust 
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had  on  it  |»lac('<l  liis  stamp — wluu  two  fllnt*<,  a 
steel  pricker,  and  a  pii'ce  of  plu^  tobacco  fell  out. 
Small,  truly,  was  the  stock  of  this  poor  fellow's  ^ear. 
Kaucy  spending  life,  possibly  a  loii^  one,  and  si^liiu<» 
it  out  at  last  with  no  more  worldly  possessions !  That 
lie  had  met  the  white  man  was  eviilent,  and  visited 
their  tradinn;  posts  yejirly,  or  how  could  he  b(;  jjos- 
sessed  even  of  these?  J*oor  fellow!  was  he  missed 
when  first  his  absenci'  was  perceived,  or  was  he, 
like  thousands  of  others,  regarded  but  as  a  machine, 
in  whom  no  interest  is  taken  when  they  cease  to  bring 
the  supply  that  increases  the  trader's  wealth  ?  '^fruly, 
the  poor  Indians'  is  a  sad  fate,  driven,  year  from 
year,  further  from  the  homes  of  their  fathers,  the 
wild  game  and  fish — their  staff  of  life — annihilated, 
and  all  this  sacrifice  expected  to  be  submitted  to  with- 
out murmur  or  attempt  to  gain  redress.  But  the 
medal  I  had  forgotten.  Ch)se  examination  revealed 
it  to  be  one  of  those  mven  by  the  Catholic  missionaries 
to  their  proselytes.  What  a  burlesque  must  this 
poor  descendant  of  the  owners  of  the  grand  American 
demesne  have  thought  the  creed  that  taught  him 
love,  goodwill,  and  fellowship  with  those  who,  year 
by  year,  were  despoiling  him  and  his  of  their  just 
itdieritance  !  But  the  Indian  problem  is  a  painful 
mystery,  which  far  wiser  heads  than  mine  have  tried 
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in  vain  to  .siitlsfiictorlly  solw.  CtTtain  it  is  that  the 
two  races,  the  Kiiro|K!an  and  original  America?!,  can- 
not tln'ivc  together,  the  prosperity  of  one  being  unni- 
hihition  to  the  other.  Thus  the  weak(»r  must  give 
phice  to  the  stronger;  as  becometli  the  faith  y  ii 
profess  let  tlieir  downfall  he  made  easy;  be  gentle, 
be  merciful,  for  they  have  suffered  much. 
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Fkkling  tirod,  :iiul  much  ilispusuil  for  an  hour  or 
two's  slooj),  I  (HivcUmI  my  Htt'ps  to  tlic  other  cave  lor 
the*  ])urj)o.sc'  of  haviu«^  a  naj);  for  I  liad  rcsolvod  to 
pass  the  comiii'^  iii^ht  watching',  as  1  Iiad  far  more 
hope  of  my  si«^nal  lire  attracting  attention  tiian  tlie 
flag  that  Huttered  from  the  pole.  Having  stretched 
niyself  in  the  most  luxurious  position,  do  what  I 
would  I  could  not  drive  out  of  my  mind  a  longing  to 
make  use  of  the  piece  of  tobacco  1  had  so  lately  ob- 
tained. Although  I  wished  to  argue  >vith  myself  that 
such  was  not  the  case,  yet  there  is  no  doubt  that  1 
hankered  after  a  pipe  from  the  dead  man's  stock. 
Still  there  was  something  repulsive  in  the  deed,  and 
(pialms  of  conscience  arose  on  the  propriety  of  doing 
so.  But  after  all,  it  was  as  bad  to  appropriate  it  as 
to  use  it ;  the  dead  no  longer  re([uired  it,  and  1  did — 
the  necessities  of  the  living  had  a  right  to  take  pre- 
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ccdjiu'o.  Never  \vas  u  piece  of  }»lii^i^  t()l)iic'C()  lianlci 
to  <i;et  a  kiiifo  tlir()uii;li.  and  wlieii  I  siu'ceedcd  the 
jiortlon  detached  eriunlde(l  into  dust ;  but  all  these 
juiiiule  ])artieles  Avere  caret'idly  preserved  till  sulli- 
eieut  were  ()l)taiiied  to  affoi'd  a  smoke  ;  not  a  bouiicini:!; 
l»i(^  pipeful,  as  I  could  have  desired,  but  sufHcieut  to 
fill  the  top  of  the  bowl,  the  l)ottonibeini2;  lirst  ])rovided 
vith  a  ii;ood  foundation  of  bireli  t\vii:!;s  cho])j)ed  fine. 
After  a  hm^  sea  voyn^e,  or  a  sojourn  in  distant  lands, 
on  arrivinii;  on  Enoiisli  soil,  the  first  thiu<r  I  invariably 
do  is  to  call  for  a  pint  pe'wter  of  bitter  beer,  and  the 
intense  satisfaction  from  those  draughts  is  Ioul;'  re~ 
meriibered ;  bnt  the  pleasure  from  this  smoke  af- 
forded mc  satisfaction  never  to  be  forgotten.     The 


familiar  flavour,   the  circlinir  white  wreatb  that  r 


ose 


round  mv  bead,  even  the  sio-ht  of  the  wooden  bowl 
projoctirig  beyond  my  nose,  recalled  liaj)py  me- 
mc-ries,  and  softened  down  the  loneliness  of  my  posi- 
tion. To  say  that  I  felt  reconciled  would  be  wronir, 
but  that  I  looked  npon  my  situation  in  a  much  more 
hopeful  lie'ht  is  the  truth  ;  and  that  ii'rateful  lethargy 
to  the  wearied  that  precedes  sleep  came,  and  I  glided 
into  the  realms  of  nnex})lored  dreamland.  How  long 
I  had  been  oblivi<^UJ5  t('  the  affairs  of  this  world  1 
knew  not,  wdier.  I  was  awakened  bv  somethinn;  rush- 
ing  past  mc.     In  an  instant  I  sprang  to  my  feet ;  to 
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obtain  .'I  kn()\vlc'i|(re  of  tlie  cause  was  l)ut  the  work  of 
a  inomcnt.  Tin.*  (laiiL'ior  of  my  position,  with  c(|nal 
rn})i(lity,  struck  me,  aii<l  to  aAoid  it,  felt  that  uouiiht 
could  he  (h)ne  to  save  mvself,  but  struo-uK'  ns  niau 
(tulv  can  when  life  or  death  is  to  be  the  result.  A 
she  benr  and  her  cub  had  made  this  cave  their  home. 
A\'lieii  I  had  aj)])ropriated  it  Ijotli  had  been  out  on  a 
foray.  The  hurried  entrauce  of  the  vovui<»"stcr  had 
caused  liim  to  Dass  me  before  aware  of  uiv  ])resence. 
So  now  I  stood  between  a  half-ujrown  bear,  wiiose 
outline  I  could  just  trace  in  the  uncertain  lioht,  and 
the  mature  aiu'mal  desirous  of  joining  her  progeny. 
That  the  youni»;  one  would  not  muster  coura^'e  to 
come  back  past  me,  I  felt  convinced;  tliat  the  old 
one  would  attack  me  for  intervening  between  them, 
1  felt  certain.  Tliere  was  only  one  enemy  to  dread  ; 
but  in  tlie  contracted  limit  of  the  cave,  Avhere  liuht 
was  uncertain,  and  the;  foe  of  enormous  power,  there 
was  much  i'l  such  a  conflict  to  fear.  My  gun,  never 
now  separated  from  me,  was  in  my  hand  ;  each  ijarrel 
held  the  life  of  a  foe  quite  as  formidable  if  properly 
directed;  but  tlien  came  the  point,  if  my  liand  or 
eve  failed,  my  knife  alone  could  save  me  ;  but  what 
were  the  odds  against  having  an  op])ortanity  or  power 
to  bring  it  satisfactorily  into  use? 

Kemainin'n;  with  the  butt  of  my  irnn  at  my  hip,  i 
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felt  for  the  familiar  handle  of  my  bowie.     I  par 
tially  drew  it  to  see  that  it  was  loose  in  the  sheath, 
then  dropped  it  back  into  its  place  ;  shorter  far  thai; 
it  takes  to  tell  was  this  performed,  but  not  quicker 
than  was  necessary,  for  a  whine  of  the  young  bear 
dissipated  in  a  moment  the  parent's  doubt,  and  in 
an  instant  she  rushed  upon  me.     In  quick  succes- 
sion   both  barrels  were   discharged,  the  second  aj)- 
peared  to  check  the  advance  of  my  foe,  but  before 
I  could  draw  my  knife  —  enveloped  in  smoke  and 
sand — I  was  seized  by  the  left  shoulder  and  hurled 
down  backwards,  my  head  coming  with  fearful  vio- 
lence   in  collision   with  the  rocks.      At  other  times 
such  a  blow  would  have  stunned  me — thank  goodness 
on  this  occasion  it  did  not,  or  my  earthly  career  must 
there  and  then  have  terminated.  No,  not  for  an  instant 
did  I  lose  my  presence  of  mind.      My  right  arm  iu- 
stir.ctively  I  forced  across  my  chest,  rjid  the  welcome 
handle  was  in  my  hand ;  rapidly  I  disengaged  it,  and 
struck  with  all  my  force ;  in  contact  with  the  shoul- 
der blade  it  must  have  come,  for  it  did  not  enter  ^nd 
was  nearly  knocked  from  my  grasp.  Feeling  no  pain, 
only  as  if  held  in  a  vice,  I  struggled  to  gain  a  better 
position ;    but   down  on   my  face  came   one  of  tlie 
wretch's  paws  as  if  to  crush  my  head  into  the  ground, 
but  it  had  not  the  effect,  for  the  moment  I  felt  its 
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pressure  I  seized  the  upper  toe  in  my  teeth  witli  a 
grip  that  must  have  surprised  Bruin,  for  innue- 
diatelv  siie  made  an  effort  to  discnirace  it,  iriviiiir 
me  a  chance,  and  into  tlie  chest  just  over  the  breast- 
bone again,  again,  again  I  buried  my  long  bhide ;  the 
liold  on  my  should(3r  loosens,  again  and  again  I  ply 
tl"  kiiile — there  is  a  rattle,  a  gurgle  in  the  fiend's 
throat,  then  a  choking  sob,  followed  by  a  stifled 
cough,  and  w^'  lace  and  neck  arc  deluged  >vitli  warm 
ii(|uid  blood.  To  gain  the  open  air  was  my  first 
thought;  in  an  instant  I  haci  done  so^  and  thankful 
I  felt,  t'ov  (  had  escaped  from  one  of  th'^  most  im- 
minent dangers  of  my  life,  and  (It)ubly  grateful  T  had 
reason  to  be  when  I  found  that  I  had  not  been  maimed 
or  seriously  injured.  That  day  1  iiad  seen  quite 
enough  of  caves  J  nothing  but  extremely  bad  wea- 
ther, I  was  resolved,  would  cause  me  agaiii  having 
anything  to  do  with  them,  so  witii  hurried  ste])  I 
hastened  off  to  my  signal  station.  Turning  the 
corncL'  where  1  had  shot  the  woll.  to  my  sur[)rise 
and  delight  I  saw  three  Indians  examining  the  fire 
and  flag  pole.  So  intent  were  they  that  my  approach 
was  unobserved ;  at  length  one  turned  his  eye  so  as  to 
catch  mine,  and  with  a  yell  he  wheeled  round,  and  fol- 
lowed by  the  others  fled  do'vn  the  side  of  the  blulF. 
Not  to  be  deserted,  I  gave  chase,  thus  sliding,  slipping, 
jumping,  falling,  soon  reached  the  bottom,  where  a 
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caiioo  was  stranded.  For  tlicir  craft  they  at  once  made. 
Let  tliem  <ialn  it  tliev  will  bo  off  f  know,  so  I  re- 
doubled  my  exertions  to  overtake  them.  Some 
sujiernatural  power  was  tliat  day  given  me;  never 
before  or  since  have  I  exhibited  sucli  agility,  for  1 
overtook  the  Ked-skins  ere  they  embarked;  but  this 
mattei'ed  not,  they  would  have  nought  of  me,  not  even 
remain  to  listen  to  what  I  said,  but  dro})ped  their 
vessel,  which  they  had  already  laid  hold  of,  jind  fled  in 
different  directions,  leaving  me  its  possessor. 

What  could  all  this  mean  ?  Doubtless  that  they 
liad  become  seized  '.viv.li  some  unaccountable  attack 
of  fear.  However,  I  had  got  their  craft,  and  stick 
to  it  I  was  determined,  for  with  its  assistance  I 
could  find  my  way  to  where  I  had  observed  the  lights 
of  the  natives  who  were  spearing  on  the  previous 
nicht.  1  Avas  too  much  out  of  breath  to  shout  after 
the  retreating  figures,  so  I  stood  panting  and  blowing 
like  a  broken-winded  horse  after  severe  exercise. 
Strange  to  say,  the  retreating  figures  never  turned 
round  to  look ;  had  they  done  so  they  must  have  seen 
that  I  was  a  human  being,  and  more  extraordinary 
still  was  their  conduct,  when  I  state  that  their  guns, 
blankets,  ammunition,  &c.,  were  all  in  the  canoe, 
things  that  the  aborigines  value  above  everything 
earthlv. 
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^Iv  fatiii'iic  and  severe  exertions  liad  caused  nio 
to  become  verv  lieated,  a  di'iid-;  of  water  F  was 
almost  dyini;'  for,  so  stoo]  ?(l  down  to  ladle  some  up 
with  my  liand<,  wiien,  for  the  first  time,  I  ohservcd 
thevwere  one  mass  of  ijons  mv  face  I  knew  could  be 
little  better.  This  then  nnist  be  the  cause  of  their 
precipitous  lliglit.  Tliey  took  me  for  some  fiend  in 
human  shape,  and  preferred  losing  all  to  coming  in 
contact  with  me.  The  Indians  are  marvellously  super 
stitious,  and  if  these  men  do  not  return  and  thus  learn 
the  groundlessness  of  their  fears,  till  their  dying  day 
they  will  vow  and  affirm  that  they  have  seen  the 
devil. 

However,  I  have  got  their  canoe,  and  intend,  whe- 
ther they  return  or  not,  that  it  shall  be  tiie  means 
of  my  escape.  Of  course,  if  they  will  come  and 
fraternise  with  me  so  much  the  better ;  but  if  they 
do  not,  then,  although  I  have  qualms  that  it  is  not 
quite  the  correct  thing  to  do,  1  will  start  alone.  If 
it  were  possible  for  white  men  to  act  in  such  a  manner, 
I  doubt  if  anything  would  induce  me  to  desert  them, 
for  the  probability  is  they  would  starve,  or  wander 
about,  lost,  in  this  vast  country  of  forest  and  lake. 
Not  so,  however,  with  the  aborigines,  p  day  or  two 
at  most  will  take  thv?m  to  acquaintances,  and  al- 
though   not    possessed    of    firearms,    by   means    of 
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pitfalls  and  snares  they  can  obtain  snfficlent  sub- 
sistence till  they  (l«»  so, 

I  should  very  much  liked  to  have  i!;one  to  the 
top  of  the  bluff  for  my  irround-rui:',  but  desert  the 
canoe,  even  for  a  moment,  was  not  to  be  thou^dit  (^f ; 
and  as  the  canoe  cannot  be  carried  with  me,  the  loss 
must  be  })ut  u\)  with,  although  a  most  serious  one. 
Leaning  over  the  gunwale  inspecting  the  craft's 
various  contents,  I  heard  a  step  on  the  shingle. 
Looking  up  1  perceived  an  hulian ;  he  advanced 
slowly  and  dubiously  towards  me,  then  stopped.  1 
addressed  him.  My  voice  seemed  to  reassure  him, 
for  he  came  on  more  hurriedly,  again  halted ;  for 
some  moments  we  gazed  fixedly  at  each  other,  and  in 
that  look  J  recognised  a  face  I  had  seen  befcre,  his 
change  of  expression  plainly  denoting  that  the  recog- 
nition was  mutual.  This  Red-man  was  a  fi'equent 
visitor  at  the  old  chief's  camp,  and  spoke  sufficient 
English  to  understand  me.  I  explained  what  had 
occurred,  when  the  habitual  gravity  of  his  race  gave 
way,  and  he  actually  laughed ;  bnt  he  was  prompt  in 
action  also,  and  set  off  without  delay  to  overtake  the 
fugitives.     About  dusk  he  returned  with  two. 

All  their  fears  had  evaporated,  still  they  looked 
ludicrously  humbled  at  the  contemptible  figure  they 
had  cut,  ana  so  absurd  did  the  whole  thing  appear  to 
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liie  that  attain  and  attain  a  tuiulciu'v  to  one  way  to 
my  mirtli  occurred.  One  tiling',  my  followintj  up 
these  frii;Iitened  creatures  at  the  pace  I  did,  was  most 
t'ortuiiatc  lor  if  tliey  liad  suciu'ciKmI  in  escapini;  in 
tlieir  canoe,  1  feel  convinced  nothin<^  would  liave 
inchiced  them  to  return.  Now  that  matters  were  so 
satisfactorily  arranged  our  departuiv  was  |)ost[)oned 
ti  I  dark,  so  all  adjourned  to  the  head-huul  to 
cook  and  t'lijoy  a  <rood  meal.  Tlie  pleasure  1  en- 
joyed at  beinir  again  among  human  beings,  and 
listeninii;  to  the  human  voice,  is  more  easily  ima- 
gined  tlian  ex])ressed  ;  in  fact,  so  much'was  I  absorbed 
in  contcmidating  the  fortunate  circumstances  that 
iuid  led  to  mv  release  that  for  the  time  beinijj  I 
had  forn-otten  the  stirriniij  and  excitinfj  events  of 
the  morning;  but  they  were  recalled  by  one  of 
the  Indians  pointing  to  a  rent  in  my  apparel  over 
the  shoulder  from  "whence  protruded  a  piece  of 
shirt  saturated  with  blood.  Then  I  narrated  what 
had  occurred,  how  I  had  been  cornered  in  the 
den,  how  the  struggle  had  been  fought,  and  the 
result,  those  who  understood  what  I  said  explain- 
ing in  their  dialect  to  the  others.  I  regret  to  say 
incredulity  was  marked  on  all  their  faces,  which  be- 
came the  more  significant  with  my  desire  to  dissipate 
it.    The  Ked-man  is  too  polite  to  tell  a  person  that 
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lie  lies,  l}ut  it  is  not  ulwjiys  ncccssarv  to  use  sucli 
ljniiiiiM'j;('  to  iiif'oi'iii  !i  lu'i'soii  that  xoii  think  he  (|(n<. 
Thus  spriiiiiiiin-  to  my  feet,  I  olTci'cd  to  show  tliciu 
the  scene.  Kveii  tliis  \vas  not  siiflicii-nt,  for  they 
remained  reenmhent  ai'ound  the  fire,  eliatteriiiLf 
in  tlieii*  own  liniro  like  u  lot  ot'moid\evs;  howi'vci*, 
\vhcn  I  I'cverted  to  the  meat  and  the  exeelleiit  ail- 
dition  it  would  make  to  our  meal,  I  eonnnenced  to 
gain  ground,  l)ut  the  moment  I  mentioni'd  the  cuh. 
and  that  I  had  not  molested  it,  all  spruni!;  to  their 
Icffs  like  one  man,  and  would  brook  not  a  moment's 
further  delay.  The  love  of  torturing  the  inferior 
animals  is  one  of  the  worst  traits  in  the  ]{ed-maii's 
character.  Thus  I  knew  that  the  poor  young  bear,  if 
made  a  prisoner,  would  have  to  endure  every  sort  of 
barbarism  that  hnman  ingenuity  could  invent  before 
released  by  death.  So  I  made  up  my  mind,  without 
saying  anything  on  the  subject,  to  give  it  a  bullet  oji 
the  first  opportunity. 

The  cave  was  soon  reached :  there  laid  the  mother 
stark  and  stiff  as  I  had  left  her,  while  the  child,  ap- 
parently unconscious  of  the  cause,  was  stretched  at 
length  by  the  parent's  side.  Alarmed  at  our  presence 
the  little  one  fled  into  the  further  recesses  of  the 
interior,  and  I  trusted  had  effected  its  escape.  But 
such  was  not  the   case,  for  when  the  carcass  was 
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drawn  out,  the  better  to  iiffonl  facilities  for  skinning 
and  c'iittin«^  up,  affection  for  the  parent  returned 
with  redoubled  force  to  the  child,  inducing  him  to 
come  forth  and  scan  our  operations. 

One  of  the  Indians  ceased  work,  and  glided  among 
the  rocks;  his  object  I  knew  was  to  avail  himself  of 
the  first  opportunity  offering  to  get  between  the  cub 
mid  his  retreat.  So  I  delayed  no  longer,  but  tired, 
killing  the  luckless  creature  d»-*ad. 

I  could  see  my  (conduct  did  not  give  satisfaction, 
hut  when  I  ])lea(led  i<j;norancc  of  their  wavs,  and  no 
desire  to  ])articipate  in  tlic  spoils,  luirmony  and  good- 
fellowshij)  were  re-established. 

The  rpuuitity  of  bear  meat  my  new  friends  con- 
sumed at  that  meal,  I  would  be  afraid  to  say,  for  it 
really  a[)peared  impossible.  However,  it  produced 
no  other  effect  than  loosenlno;  their  tongues,  and 
makino;  them  become  most  communicative.  1  have 
fivfpiently  'noted  this  among  savages,  viz.,  that  an 
excess  of  fresli  meat  produces  a  result  almost  the 
same  as  partial  intoxication.  Such  an  o])portunity 
was  not  to  bo  lost  for  oljtaining  further  informa- 
tion on  the  cause  of  their  stampede,  for  hitherto  they 
had  been  ratlier  reticent  on  the  subject.  Although 
impossible  to  repeat  the  narrative  in  language  used, 
I  will  endeavour  to  give  it  as  closely  as  possible. 
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*' WIhmi  fishing  last  iii^ht  tlu'y  li:nl  si'cn  the  li^'lit 
l»urniii<jj  oil  the  point.  Imt  tlioii<^lit  it  was  cjhisimI  hy  tin* 
bad  Manitou  who  wislu'd  to  tell  tlicm  tliat  lie  was 
an^rv  with  his  servants  for  not  having  ln-oii^dit  liini 
an  offcrinix  of  fish  lu'foiv  the  winter  sot  in.'  Xt)W 
this  point  had  the  reputation  of  l)ein«r  liaunted,  so 
never  was  visited  except  on  such  occasions  as  it  was 
deiMned  necessary  to  pacify  its  evil  "guardian,  and  thus 
prevent,  him  making  tlieir  hunts  and  fishing'  unsuc- 
cessful, or  throwin«>;  trees  upon  tiieni  in  the  forest, 
or  envc!loi)Inif  them  in  storms  wheu  thev  are  crossinix 
the  laki*.  Ni^ht  not  l)ein<];  deemed  a  suitahle  time 
to  stop  at  the  dreaded  place,  they  resolved  next 
afternoon,  on  their  way  hack  to  the  fishino-nfround, 
to  drop  upon  the  mari^in  of  the  bluff  their  pro- 
pitiatory offerin^i^'.  On  arrival,  to  their  surprise  they 
saw  the  \)ole  and  Hag ;  this  looked  a  little  too  much  like 
man's  work,  thus  causing  them  to  land  and  examine, 
v^o  three  came  up  to  the  Hag-staff,  while  the  other 
who  was  to  have  renuiined  with  the  canoe,  was  at- 
tracted by  the  appearance  of  a  martin  which  he  had 
followed  into  the  brush. 

There  is  a  tradition  among  the  Indians  that  wlio- 
evcr  sees  the  Manitou  immediately  afterwards  dies  ; 
so  when  I  was  discovered  the  unfortunate  who  first 
sighted  me  called  out  what  he  supposed  he  had  ob- 
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sitvimI,  uii<l  Ills  I'otMpaiilons,  not  lu'liiij  (U'>iroiis  «»f 
liaviii;^  UN  iiiiiiUMliato  tonuinatioii  placiul  upon  tlirir 
cxlstt'iico,  followed  tho  fxainpic  set  ihcin.  Notliin*^, 
thc'ivt'orc,  woiilil  liavo  iiKluced  tlicni  to  turn  to  look 
hack;  tlu!  striin;j;o  voice,  and  a  knowledire  tliar  tliey 
were  heinn;  pnrsned,  was  suHicient  to  make  tliem 
ivsinjn  all  they  |)ossessed  rather  than  return  \n  where 
tho  Evil  (.)ne  had  taken  up  his  ahode.  The  one  who 
had  ^iven  the  false  alarm  explained  how  I  was  covered 
with  l)loo<l,  and  how  fearful  I  looked:  m»,  although 
(•hulled  hy  iiis  comrades,  still  nil  appeared  to  think 
they  would  luive  done  likewise,  I  carefully  refrained 
from  sayinij;  unythini;"  about  the  dead  Imlian,  aiKJ 
haviuf;  liel|)ed  mvself  to  his  effects — for.  knowiiii' 
their  superstitious  nature,  aiul  the  awe  with  which 
tliev  reixard  the  dead,  I  had  little  doiiht  that  tliev 
would  have  deserted  me,  or  found  some  ])retext  fir 
refusin*^  me  a  passage  in  the  canoe. 

It  was  dark  when  we  embarkeil ; "  the  water  was 
without  a  ripi)le,  and  fortunately  it  was  so  calm, 
for,  what  with  bear"s-mcat  and  mvself  beinu;  .iddvd 
to  the  load,  the  (;anoe  was  sunk  so  deep  that  the 
slightest  sea  must  liave  proved  danii'erous.  The 
heavy  meal  had  not  affected  the  crew,  not  even 
made  them  indolent,  so  the  paddles  were  plied  with 
such  power  and  skill  that  we  reached  the   iishing- 
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bank  in  about  an  hour,  where  ah'cady  were  assembled 
seven  other  crafts.  Here  two  of  tlie  party  left  us, 
and  got  into  other  canoes,  taking  with  them  their 
respective  shares  of  bear-meat ;  and  I  induced  the 
others,  much  against  their  will,  and  not  without  pro- 
mising a  very  large  i)resent,  to  give  up  their  fishing 
for  that  night,  and  proceed  at  once  to  the  old  chief's 
camp.  It  is  not  surprising  that  so  much  coaxing  was 
requisite  to  induce  them  to  accede  to  my  request 
when  it  is  known  that  this  fishing  season  lasts  but  a 
week  or  two,  and  on  it  they  are  dependent  for  a  large 
portion  of  their  winter  supplies;  further,  although 
spearing  is  accomplished  when  a  ripple  is  on  the 
water,  a  calm  night  like  the  present  was  certain  to 
reward  their  e:iertions  with  a  very  heavy  capture. 
All  the  natives  fishing  here  had  heard  of  me ;  only 
two  or  three  had  seen  me  before,  but  the  warm  and 
affectionate  manner  with  which  I  was  welcomed 
told  that  I  was  regarded  with  the  most  kindly  feel- 
ings. 
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The  excitement  of  the  day,  the  constant  change, 
thankfulness  for  my  delivery,  liad,  all  combined, 
caused  me  to  forget  myself ;  but  as  I  settled  down  in 
the  bottom  of  the  canoe,  with  the  hope  of  sleeping 
throughout  the  journey,  severe  pains  in  my  head  and 
shoulder  reminded  me  that  I  was,  properly  speaking, 
on  tlie  sick  list;  and,  worse  than  all,  my  wounds 
wevi  so  situated  that  I  had  the  greatest  difficulty  in 
dressing  them.  However,  one  of  the  Indians  volun- 
teered his  assistance,  and  a  careful,  tender  nurse  he 
proved.  For  wounds  and  abrasions  there  is  nothing 
like  cold  water.  Of  this  there  was  no  scarcity ;  so,  with 
a  piece  of  wet  blanket,  thoroughly  washed  clean,  on 
each  of  the  ailing  parts,  I  found  such  relief  that, 
what  between  the  charming  cradle-like  motion  of  the 
canoe  and  my  exhaustion,  I  was  soon  sound  asleep, 
only  waking  when  we  had  reached  our  destination,  a 
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little  after  daybreak.  How  welcome  was  the  si^ht 
of  the  familiar  wigwams,  the  pine-clad  hills,  the  open 
ground,  and  hill-side  that  overlooked  the  cam}),  can 
only  be  known  by  those  who  have  been  placed  in 
situations  similar  to  that  I  had  escaped  from.  For 
my  rescue  I  felt  intensely  grateful,  and  did  not  for- 
get, or  feel  too  ashamed  by  the  presence  of  others,  to 
offer  up  thanks  and  praises  to  whom  it  was  due. 
The  first  to  meet  me  was  the  poor,  blear-eyed  old 
hound ;  the  arrival  of  strangers  brought  him  to  the 
beach.  After  an  inspection  of  us,  I  was  recognised, 
when  the  old  creature  gave  me  a  long,  deei)-noted 
welcome,  that  awakened  in  my  memory  a  thousand 
thoughts  of  my  far-distant  island  home.  Once  more 
I  felt  one  of  the  world,  that  I  still  had  a  part  to  play  in 
it,  and  that  my  future  life  was  not  always  to  be  clouded 
with  storm  and  shadow.  But  by  this  time  every  hut 
had  given  forth  its  inhabitants.  True,  they  were 
nearly  all  females,  for  the  men  were  away  hunting 
or  fishing,  who  gave  me  a  welcome  one  receives  who 
is  supposed  to  have  returned  from  tlie  spirit  world. 
The  poor  old  squaw,  the  wife  of  the  chief — she  who 
had  such  serious  matrimonial  intentions  regarding 
me — and  her  daughter  Saucy,  cried  with  pleasure  as 
they  again  and  again  embraced  me  or  kissed  my 
hands,  andj  when  they  discovered  that  I  was  wounded. 
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expressed  the  greatest  solicitude  and  gave  every  atten- 
tion to  my  ailments.  The  first  thing  an  Indian  thinks 
of  as  necessary  to  properly  welcome  a  stranger  is  to 
place  before  him  food.  The  whole  population  vied 
with  each  other  in  this  respect,  and  if  I  had  possessed 
the  digestive  powers  of  a  dozen,  instead  of  one  person, 
there  would  still  have  been  an  abundance,  and  to 
spare. 

As  I  had  not  here  the  means  of  paying  the  two 
good  fellows  who  had  brought  me  thus  far,  who,  now 
they  had  performed  their  mission,  were  most  anxious 
to  return  to  their  fishing,  at  once,  without  a  mo- 
ment's hesitation  took  my  promise,  that  as  s(jon  as 
they  had  time  to  spare  to  visit  me  at  the  shanty,  I 
would  scrupulously  liquidate  their  claims.  By  noon 
their  canoe  was  but  a  rapidly-diminishing  speck  on 
the  bosom  of  the  lake.  May  their  labours  never  go 
unrewarded,  and  the  grim  spectre  starvation  never 
enter  their  wigwams;  may  their  hunting-grounds 
long  be  unobtruded  upon  by]  the  squatter,  and  may 
they  never  imbibe  a  taste  for  the  greatest  enemy  of 
their  race,  the  soul-debasing  and  body-destroying 
fire  -  water.  The  existence  of  people  upon  this 
part  of  the  American  continent  is,  I  fear,  short ;  may 
that  fell  time  not  come  in  your  days,  for  truly,  it 
wouldj  be^  a   sadj  and  unjust  reward   to  be  driven 
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from  the  land  of  your  fathers  by  the  very  race  of 
whom  you  liave  just  saved  one  of  its  members  fiom 
death. 

That  all  is  not  right  at  the  shanty  I  am  convinced, 
for  there  is  a  cloud  of  mystery,  and  a  desire  not 
to  allude  to  it  evinced,  but  this  I  trust  soon  to  unravel, 
for  after  another  day  of  rest  I  shall  go  there. 

On  a  point  covered  with  exceedingly  lofty  timber, 
not  over  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  encamp- 
ment, is  a  rookery,  if  such  a  term  may  be  used,  of 
ospreys,  a  bird  now  seldom  seen  in  the  British 
Islands,  but  exceedingly  abundant  on  this  conti- 
nent. 

I  induced  one  of  the  youngsters  to  accompany  mc 
on  a  visit  of  inspection  to  the  place.  Of  course,  at 
this  season,  eggs  could  not  be  expected,  but  the 
examination  of  a  nest  would  be  an  ample  reward  for 
the  trouble.  The  size  of  many  of  them  was  so  great 
that  they  must  have  been  the  result  of  the  accumu- 
lation of  material  for  many  succeeding  years,  thus 
assisting  to  confirm  the  belief  that  these  handsome, 
noble  birds  invariably  return  to  the  same  breeding 
ground  if  not  driven  off  by  intruders.  This  would 
not  be  so  remarkable  in  Great  Britain ;  but  here, 
where  by  compulsion  the  osprey  has  to  be  migratory, 
and  spend  its  winters  thousands  of  miles  to  the  south 
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of  wlierc  it  liatclie?',  tliis  circumstance   is  well  de- 
serving of  note. 

Voun<:^  IJed-skin,  after  a  little  coaxinir,  ascended  to 
to  the  larijest  nest,  and  after  exertinii;  no  small 
amount  of  skill  and  stren<^tli,  succeeded  in  dis- 
lodf];ln^  it.  In  its  ])rcviously  elevated  ])ositiou  it  ap- 
))eared  larije,  still  I  was  not  prepared  to  find  it  of 
such  immense  size.  AVithout  exaiXijferation  the  th'brU 
would  have  filled  a  couple  of  garden  whcelharrows ; 
while  some  of  the  sticks  were  so  large  that  it  ap- 
peared impossible  for  the  bird  to  have  carried  them 
up  to  the  nesting  place.  The  centre,  however,  was 
composed  of  very  different  material,  the  finest  and 
smallest  limbs  of  the  birch  being  most  skilfully 
wound  together,  the  whole  forming  a  cup  about  the 
size  of  the  top  of  a  man's  head,  lined  most  perfectly 
with  hair  and  moss  woven  together.  Although  there 
were  three  of  these  powerful  birds  perched  on  neigh- 
bouring trees,  they  did  not  molest  the  boy,  which  they 
doubtless  would  have  done  had  there  been  eggs  or 
young.  The  hair  at  first  surprised  me,  for  no  domestic 
animals  exist  within  many  hundred  miles  of  here ;  but 
on  'jxamination  it  proved  to  be  that  of  the  moose, 
that  is  so  bountifully  supplied  in  winter  costume  to 
its  withers  and  neck.  It  is  very  much,  indeed,  to  be 
regretted  that  so  many  of  the  indigenous  birds  of 
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Britain  are  year  by  year]  getting  scarcer,  especially 
this  one,  for  it  is  the  least  destrnctive  to  game  of  all 
the  birds  of  prey.  True,  they  will  take  any  fish 
that  cotnes  sufficiently  close  to  the  surface  to  be 
pounced  on,  but  the  majority  of  these  captures  are 
sick  or  maimed,  the  loss  of  which  is  not  so  much  to 
be  regretted.  On  a  salmoki  ford  they  doubtless,  if 
permitted,  could  do  much  harm ;  but  then,  if  the 
fishery  was  valuable,  thoy  could  be  easily  warned  off. 
The  eggs  of  the  os])rey,  of  which  two  arc  generally 
to  be  found  in  each  nest,  are  about  the  size  of  those  of 
ordinary  domestic  fowls,  very  round,  cream  coloured, 
blanched  with  deep  rufus  spots,  the  markings  being 
much  darker  and  more  numerous  at  the  upper  or  larger 
end. 

One  foe  this  bird  possesses,  and  one  which  evidently 
is  much  feared,  viz.,  the  bald-headed  eagle,  who,  like 
a  coward  as  he  is,  watches  the  hard-working  osprey 
till  he  has  secured  his  prey,  when  with  rapid  pinion 
he  swoops  upon  him.  Sometimes  the  struggle  will  be 
protracted  for  minutes,  when  the  shrill  cry  of 
the  osprey  will  be  heard  as  if  begging  not  to  be 
deprived  of  his  food,  but  all  in  vain,  solicitation  is 
thrown  away  upon  the  bullying  coward,  aud  fear 
for  worse  consequences  induces  the  fish  to  be 
dropped,  which  is  frequently  seized  by  the  free- 
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l)(M)ti'r  before  it  has  reached  the  water.     1  know  no 
more   interesting  sight  tlian   to  watcli   one  of  these 
battles,   and  whenever  I  have  witnessed  them,  the 
ilays  of  liawking  were  recalkMl,  witli  babbling  spaniels, 
neighing  palfreys,    gorgeously     dressed    attendants, 
gallant  knights,  and  last,  tlumgh  far  from  least,  lovely 
damsels.     But  from  the  days  of  chivalry  and   the 
age  of  romance,  let  us  return  to  the  wild,  wild  woods 
of  a  land  whose  discovery  scarcely  dates  so  far  back. 
Having  this  Indian  lad  alone  to  myself,  and  thus  no 
sago  old  heads  to  wag  an  admonition  of  silence  to 
liim,  I  availed    myself  of    the  opportunity  to  do  a 
little  of  what  is  familiarly  designated  pumping.    My 
kindness  had  gained  the  youth's  confidence.  If  I  had 
understood  his  language  better  I  should  have  learned 
more ;  however,  this  I  became  certain  of — Antoine 
had  returned  and  was  at  the  shanty.     How  about 
my  property  was  the  first  thought,  the  second  was  a 
determination  to  regain  it  at  any  cost,  and  that  I 
feared  would  not  be  small. 

That  evening  I  attempted  to  bargain  for  a  canoe 
to  take  me  round,  but  all  efforts  were  futile,  they 
were  either  away  or  up.Ht  for  the  journey,  or  there 
were  no  men  to  paddle  me.  There  was  possibly  a 
great  amount  of  truth  in  this,  but  nevertheless  I 
could    imagine    a    desire    to    prevent    my   going, 
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but  when   I   stated  my  (Ictermlnation  to  walk,  the 
secret    came    out,    tliat   Aiitoiue  would   be   certnin 
to  kill  me.     The  story  of  two   Irish  citi/ens  of  (lie 
^reat  liepubllc  discussing  eijuality  occurred   to    me. 
The  one  stated  that ''  one  man  was  as  trood  as  another," 
the  other  coincided,  but  added,  *' True  for  you,  l*at, 
and  sometimes  a  deal  better."  So  I  was  deti-rmincd  t  » 
see  if  I  were  not  the  better  one.     As  usual  I  was  not 
permitted  to  start  alone.     The  old  lady  found  she  liad 
pressing  business  there,  and,  of  course,  her  dau«Thter 
must  accompany  her,  then  two  other  aged  women  sud- 
denly discovered  they  must  see  their  husbands  who  were 
with  the  old  chief,  for  that  veteran  had  been  there  for 
some  days.    It  was  a  queer  cortnje,  still  I  found  them 
very  useful,  for  the  path  was  familiar  to  all,  and  I  was 
released  from  the  pressure  of  carrying  my  ground- 
sheet  and    other  extras — no  small  consideration    in 
my  present  weak  state.   When  we  had  arrived  within 
a  mile  or  so  of  our  destination,  1  took  the  van,  at 
the  same  time  not  forgetting  the  precaution  of  see- 
ing that  my  gun  was  in  a  fit  state  to   do  most  effec- 
tual service,  for  I  believe  Master  Antoinc  capable  of 
perpetrating  anything  from  pitch  and  toss  to  man- 
slaughter, if  it  would  serve  his  purpose.     At  length  the 
clearing  came  in  view,  in  a  few  minutes  more  we  had 
entered  it,  where  we  were  welcomed  by  the  shrill 


A   YEAU  IN   THE  WILDEUNESS. 


1113 


voice  of  half  11  (lo/eii  curs,  foremost  ami  most  vori- 
t\'nms  among  whom  was  the  faithless  Poticii 
('•mtrito,  indeed,  ho  slioidd  have  been  at  my  travel- 
soiled  state,  and  hundjled  himself  in  the  dust,  or 
exhausted  himself  with  fawning  to  make  up  fur  hij* 
villanous  conduct;  but  no,  he  did  not  even  give 
that  trifling  reparation,  but  even  had  the  insolence  to 
«,'()  further,  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  my  voice,  and  treat  mo 
as  an  honest  dog  at  homo  would  the  veriest  tramp. 
Xo  more  faithful,  true,  and  affectionate  race  of  dogs 
exist  than  pure  bred  colleys  ;  but  a  drop  of  bad  blood 
l»:i<l  given  this  creature  cliaracteristics  exactly  the 
reverse  from  those  possessed  by  his  ancestry  on  the 
mother's  side.  But  this  Uabel  of  yelps  soon  brought 
out  nigh  a  dozen  dusky  children  of  the  forest  to  learn 
the  reason  of  the  turmoil,  foremost  among  whom  was 
Cariboo,  ^fy  companions  he  at  once  recognised  ;  but 
it  was  not  until  he  had  cast  his  eyes  a  second  or  third 
time  upon  me,  that  fairly  yelling  out  the  old  familiar 
appellation  "  Capen,"  he  jumped  towards  me  with  the 
agility  of  a  wild-cat,  closed  his  arms  about  my  waist, 
and,  in  his  excitement,  gun  and  all,  lifted  me  off  the 
ground. 

Ilis  joy  was  carried  to  such  an  extent  that  it  made 
him  act  like  u  child  instead  of  a  man,  so  I  had 
to  repress  it  to  prevent  his  making  himself  ridiculous. 
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At  liMi^tli  wc  roncliod  tlie  shanty.  Tlicold  cliicf  and 
Su^nr  wvvii  .siimnioiKMl ;  in  a  nmnujit  'ooth  came, 
and  what  hotwcen  the  vi'terair.s  welcomes  and  oft-rc- 
pcated  sliakesof  the  hand,  and  the  hid's  joy,  indirntcd 
hy  a  (llainond  drop  in  the  corner  of  eaeli  eye,  I  felt 
nssnred  that  I  wils  no  (U'dinarv  favourite  with  l)()th. 
Housekeeping  on  Indian  j)rincipleH  had  not  im- 
proved tlu)  appearance  of  my  dwellin*^  internally 
or  externally,  for  all  indicated  confusion  and  iiei^dect, 
still  my  proj)erty  was  safe,  a  matter  of  far  <^reater 
importance,  and  a  conclusive  evidence  to  me  that 
the  Red-man,  however  much  it  is  the  custom  to 
abuse  Idm,  is  capable  of  honesty  and  sincerity  when 
kindly  treated.  There  was  so  nnich  to  hear  and 
80  much  to  tell,  that  I  determined  to  j)ostponc  our 
conversation  to  another  occasion  on  the  plea  of  feel- 
ing fatigued.  So  the  room  was  cleared  of  visitors,  and 
orders  given  that  no  one  on  any  account  was  to  be 
admitted  till  I  had  rested. 

I  had  scarcely  laid  down  when  an  angry  alterca- 
tion ensued  outside;  there  was  no  difticulty  in  recog- 
nising the  voices  of  the  speakers.  The  first  was 
Antoine,  insisting  on  being  permitted  to  enter,  tho 
other  was  Cariboo,  supported  by  the  old  chief,  refusing 
to  allow  him.  Although  the  applicant  was  positive, 
there  was  an  earnestness  in  the  denial  of  the  other  that 
told  truly  that  my  sentinels  were  determined  to  use 
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forco  if  necessary  to  cariy  outlay  onlcrs.  Tlli^•  little 
cpisodo  assured  mo  that  wimtever  rIiouM  occur,  I  had 
friends  ready  and  ^^iIlin<'  to  stand  liv  me  in  anv 
rineri;iMiey  that  nn;j;lit  nccur. 

Two  liours'  sk'ep,  a  thor()n«;h  ^ood  wash  anil  com- 
])leto  change  of  appaivl,  made  me  feel  jpiite  a  new 
man.  So  1  issued  orders  throufrli  my  two  aides-(le- 
<'amj),  tliat  I  would  hold  a  f^rand  pow-wow  in  the 
aftrrnonn  under  tlie  hireli-tree,  so  lon^  employed  as 
a  l)f>at-housc.  Such  <)eeasions  as  these  arc  ^reat 
<.'ve:its  with  the  Indians;  they  delight  in  forms  and 
ceremony,  for  it  pves  them  an  excuse  for  exiiihitin^ 
themselves  en  gntmle  fouie.  The  abori^'Ines  around 
me  are,  to  a  certain  I'xtent  as  to  their  raiment, 
Kuropeanised,  thus  preventin<;the  display  of  featliers 
and  paint  characteristic  of  the  tribes  whose  home  is 
on  the  i^reat  slopes  that  verfro  upon  the  Rocky 
^lountains,  and  from  this  reason  their  taste  runs 
in  beads  and  trinkets,  handsome  furs  and  cun- 
ningly wrought  belts  of  intricate  patterns  formed 
of  brilliantly  stained  quills  of  the  porcupine ;  and 
very  noble  they  frequently  look,  unless  when  a  desire 
to  become  attractive  induces  the  happy  owner  of 
a  chimney-pot  hat,  or  other  equally  out  of  place 
piece  of  European  costume,  to  be  worn  by  them,  which 
gives  an  absurdness  to  the  look  of  even  the  most 
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sedate,  that  is  likely  to  convulso  tlic  beholder  with 
iminoderato  liiu<^hter ;  however,  wc  had  no  such  ex- 
hibition, so  that  I  retained  my  gravity  with  a  fittini:;- 
ncss  worthy  of  so  ^reat  an  occasion. 

At   the  appointed  hour  I  proceeded  to  the   rei> 
de/.vous,   where    all  were  assembled  seated   on   tlic 
ground  in  two  lines,  the  chief  occupying   the  apex 
of  tlie  ani^le  where  its  si'les  joined,  a  vacant  place 
next  him  beinii;  left  for  me.     As  I  took  my  j)lace 
each   bowed  his  head   forward,   and  remained  with 
it    in    that    position    for    several     seconds.      Then 
ensued    a    silence   of  some  minutes,    when    all   ap- 
peared to  be  wraj)ped   in   thought  and  gazing  into 
vacuity.     This  being  over  I    arose,  and    in  as  few 
words  and  simple  lann;nao;o    as   I   could   commaiul, 
narrated  the  events  that  had  occurred  to  me  and  \\li;it 
lead  to  them.     When    any   part   of    my   discourse 
struck  them  as  excitinii;,  each  exclaimed  "Uirh  I"   Br.t 
when  they  heard  that  I  had  passed  some  time  on  the 
point,  which  all  well  knew  and  thoroughly  believed 
haunted  ground,  a  perfect  shower  of  "ughs"'  greeted 
me.     At  length  I  sat  down  amid  a  profound  silence 
Avhich  lasted  many  minutes.     This  being  the  IJed- 
man's  manner  of  indicating  the  seriousness  with  which 
they  regard  your  communication,  and  that  it  is  wortliy 
of  crave  consideration. 
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At  Icnf^tli  tlic  old  clilcf  arose,  liis  erect  fi£rure, 
.soldierly  attitude,  and  keen  determined  eye,  made  liim 
a  study  worthy  of  a  sculptor.  Tlirowin^;  his  bril- 
liant blanket  loose,  and  raising  his  hand  as  if  to 
invoke  power  to  express  what  he  wished  to  say,  fin;ures 
of  celebrities  of  ancient  Rome,  clothed  in  the  honoured 
toga,  were  recalled  to  my  mind.  Like  a  true  orator, 
without  beinnr  guilty  of  untimely  hurry,  he  spoke,  and 
althougli  occasionally  I  failed  to  catch  the  meaning 
of  an  expression,  such  force,  such  earnestness,  such 
suitable  gesticulation,  and  such  impressiveness  I  have 
seldom  listened  to.  The  purport  of  his  words  was 
iiearlv  as  follows : 

^'  So  few  good  white  men  come  among  us,  that 
when  I  heard  of  your  arrival  I  was  sad  and  my  peo])le 
grieved  with  me;  but  when  the  Indians  thatbrourrjit 
you  here  told  us  how  well  you  had  behaved  to 
tlicm,  we  said  all  the  pale-faces  are  not  bad,  for  are 
they  not  of  the  same  race  as  the  missionaries,  and 
})ossibly  this  stranger  is  like  unto  them ;  and  when  I 
came  and  saw  you,  and  found  that  you  did  not  drive 
inc  off  or  spit  upon  me  as  if  I  were  a  dog,  but  answered 
my  questions,  and  treated  me  with  the  respect  a  son 
would  his  old  father,  my  heart  warmed  to  you,  and 
day  by  day  and  morn  by  morn  we  learned  to  love 
you  more,  for  not  only  did  you  respect  us  but  fed  us. 
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When  I  heard  you  "were  p^ouo,  that  shicc  ybur  de- 
parture day  had  passed  into  night  and  night  into  day, 
I  sent  the  young  men  to  search  for  you,  and  when 
they  returned  witli  the  dog,  all  believed  you  dead ;  for 
while  there  k  life  a  dog  will  not  leave  his  master,  so 
wc  grieved  for  you  as  if  we  should  see  you  no  more. 
But  you  are  again  with  us  and  wc  are  happy,  antl 
when  you  go  to  your  own  peojjle  toll  them  that  Indian 
not  all  bad  unless  when  white  man  have  made  him  so.*' 

And  the  old  chief  sut  down  amid  numerous  grunts 
of  approval  from  his  followers. 

While  this  grand  pow-wow  was  taking  place  the 
weather  had  suddenly  changed,  and  fitful  gusts  of 
wind  moaned  through  the  trees  or  swept  in  eddying 
currents  along  the  river  course,  gradually  increasing 
in  frequency  and  force,  till  all  indicated  the  rapid 
approach  of  a  severe  autumnal  storm.  At  length 
large  drops  of  rain  commenced  to  descend,  affording 
an  excellent  pretext  for  breaking  up  our  meeting.  I 
was  too  tired  and  my  mind  lately  too  much  over- 
worked to  entertain  guests,  and  my  dusky  friends 
seemed  well  aware  of  what  importance  rest  was  to  me, 
so  with  consideration  worthy  of  the  most  civili.sed, 
let  me  depart  to  enjoy  my  own  society.  True,  Master 
Sugar,  with  cat-like  stealth,  would  steal  in  and  out  of 
my  abode  in  the  performance  of  his  duties ;  but  it  was 
done  so  noiselessly  as  almost  to  be  imperceptible,  more 
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particularly  as  the  liowliiif^  of  the  blast,  the  mut- 
tering of  the  (leep-voiced,  awe-inspiring  thunder,  the 
rushing  avalanche  of  descending  water,  and  the  creak- 
ing, rending,  and  tearing  of  trees  formed  a  chaos 
of  reverberations  so  terrible  as  drowned  all  minor 
sounds. 

I  have  witnessed  the  elements  lashed  into  fury  by 
a  cyclone  in  the  Indian  Ocean,  I  have  been  in  the 
surging  vortex  of  a  typhoon  in  the  Formosa  channel, 
and  for  a  day  and  uight,  on  board  a  powerful  steam- 
ship, unable  to  advance  against  the  winds,  but  rather 
to  retrograde,  from  the  uncontrollable  force  of  the 
gale,  have  pitched  and  tossed  off  Quilcparte  in  the 
Chinese  Sea  ;  but  they  were  as  skirmishes  of  a  rear- 
guard in  comparison  to  a  great  battle,  when  compared 
with  the  present  raging  of  the  hurricane.  At  an 
unusual  burst  of  the  storm-wrath,  my  little  attendant 
whispered  in  my  ear,  "  The  Great  Manitou  is  angry 
with  his  children."     "  Amen"  was  my  response. 

Athoui,di  on  the  American  Atlantic  sea-board  the 
gales  that  occur  in  the  same  latitude  as  my  present 
residence  are  protracted,  often  lasting  several  days, 
seldom  less  than  twenty-four  hours,  except  the  season 
be  summer,  this  storm  did  not,  but  relapsed  into 
a  death-like  stillness  more  suddenly  than  it  had 
sprung  up,  and  that  before  it  was  many  hours  old. 
It  is  difficult  to  account  for  this,  but  however  in- 
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explicable  the  cause,  it  is  fortunate  that  it  is  so  ;  for 
what  would  be  the  destruction  to  the  vegetable 
world  if  such  spasmodic  bursts  of  wrath  were  pro- 
tracted ?  Are  we  again  to  recognise  in  it  a  won- 
derful interposition  of  Providence  to  prevent  so 
"icantic  a  section  of  country  bccominii  uninhabit- 
able  to  the  animal  creation  ? 

I  have  often  heard  it  stated,  possibly  the  first  person 
that  advanced  the  subject  did  so  in  joke — but  how 
frequently  do  words  spoken  in  jest  come  to  earnest  ? — 
that  the  safest  place  a  person  can  be  in  during  a 
tornado  is  the  cabin  of  a  well-built  steam-ship.  This 
I  verily  believe  to  be  a  fact.  Timid  dames  and 
sea-sick  swains  will  scarcely  coincide  with  mc,  for 
thev  see  dancer  of  the  craft  that  bears  them  beinix 
thrown  on  her  beam  ends  at  every  roll,  of  going 
head-foremost  into  the  ocean  depths  at  every  pitch, 
or  foundering  under  the  pressure  of  every  spray  that 
breaks  over  her  bows ;  but  persons  who  have  not  a 
prejudice  against  marine  travel,  if  they  will  fairly 
consider  the  matter,  or  refer  to  statistics  of  loss  of 
life  by  tempests  on  the  ocean,  on  board  our  first-class 
lines  of  vessels,  not  of  course  among  our  miserable 
coasters,  or,  more  unworthy  lumber-ships  in  the 
Quebec  trade,  than  which  no  greater  coffins  exist 
will  discover  that  my  supposition  is  not  erroneous. 
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As  I  was  sinokinf]f  my  aftcr-siippcr  pipe,  and  stu- 
clyin<T  over  plans  for  my  departure  for  civilisation,  a 
knock  was  heard  at  the  shanty  door ;  in  answer  to 
my  permission  to  enter,  the  latch  was  raised,  the 
rough-constiiicted  hinges  creaked,  and  in  a  moment 
after  Antoine  was  before  me.  His  manner  and  ex- 
pression left  no  room  for  doubt  that  his  intentions 
were  peaceful,  for  he  held  forth  his  hand,  and  whining 
piteously,  sued  for  forgiveness  for  past  transgressions. 
I  am  not  one  to  forget  and  forgive  in  an  instant,  but 
slow  to  be  provoked  and  rather  unrelenting  in  my 
wrath  when  feeling  that  I  have  been  unjustly  dealt 
with,  so  I  expressed  surprise  at  the  line  of  conduct 
he  had  adopted,  but  my  apparent  determination  to 
keep  him  at  arm's  length,  only  made  him  become 
more  subservient  and  cringing. 

After  some   minutes  he  asked  when  I  intended 
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returning',  uliich,  ^vheii  I  answered,  he  reminded 
me  of  my  agreement  to  take  him  back  witli  me ; 
fnrtlier,  that  he  Avould  assuredly  die,  and  if  not  a 
natural  death,  be  killed  by  the  natives  if  I  de- 
serted him,  and  if  sueli  took  place  after  he  had 
warned  me,  I  sliould  most  assuredly  be  guilty  of 
murder.  Previous  to  this,  for  I  had  foreseen  that 
.such  a  turn  might  occur  in  the  course  of  events,  I 
liad  determined  that  nothing  should  induce  me  to 
permit  him  to  accompany  me,  but  my  heart  now 
relented,  so  I  acceded.  Knowing  well  I  woukl  not 
break  my  word,  the  interview  soon  after  terminated, 
and  I  was  again  alone,  but  not  long ;  for  the  Indian 
boy,  who  had  seen  Antoine  arrive,  dreadirg  that  his 
intentions  towards  me  were  not  amicable,  had  at  once 
gone  for  Cariboo,  both  of  whom,  doubtlessly,  had 
played  the  part  of  eaves-droppers  during  the  greater 
portion  of  our  conversation.  Affection  for  me  and  a 
desire  to  protect  me  was  their  sole  motive,  and  by  the 
motive  not  the  act  I  judged  them. 

Since  my  return  I  had  not  exchanged  a  dozen 
words  with  Cariboo,  so  I  invited  him  to  his  favourite 
seat,  and  soon  learned  much  interesting  matter  that 
had  occurred  during  my  absence.  To  commence  at 
the  beginning,  when  my  not  returning  at  the  specified 
time  had  excited  his  alarm,  lie  had  at  once  gone  to 
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the  lake  to  liave  a  consultation  with  the  chief  on  what 
steps  sliould  be  taken. 

The  Indians,  ever  prompt  to  act,  determined  at 
once  that  the  old  man  and  one  or  two  of  his 
people  should  take  possession  jf  the  shanty,  so 
as  to  protect  my  effects;  while  Cariboo,  the  boy, 
and  another  of  the  tribe  would  ascend  the  river  till 
they  reached  my  first  camping-place,  and  from  there 
commence  their  search  for  me.  This  thoy  did,  but 
beyond  finding  a  track  on  the  sandy  bank  of  a  bvook 
which  I  had  forded,  they  were  unable  to  make  out 
my  further  trail.  At  length,  disheartened  and  ex- 
hausted from  their  tedious  labour,  they  were  about 
to  return  to  the  shanty,  for  they  were  on  the  barren 
not  many  miles  from  it,  when  to  their  surprise  they 
were  joined  by  Poteen,  weather-stained  and  gaunt, 
moreover,  so  frightened,  that  he  would  not  leave 
them  for  a  moment.  This  they  considered  a  very 
bad  omen  ;  so  after  fruitlessly  spending  a  few  hours 
inspecting  the  vicinity,  they  returned,  and  just  in 
time  to  frustrate  Antoine,  who  had  unexpectedly 
made  his  appearance,  his  first  action  being  an  attempt 
to  appropriate  my  effects  under  the  plea  that  he  was 
my  relative,  and  that  although  we  had  quarrelled, 
yet  he  was  the  proper  person  to  take  charge  of  them, 
and  see  that  they  were  handed  over  to  my  heirs. 
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The  specious  and  earnest  pleading  of  the  scoundrel, 
moreover  his  having  with  liim  several  Indians,  who 
liad  assisted  him  in  bringing  from  the  interior  a  largo 
fitock  of  furs,  almost  had  induced  the  old  chief  to  give 
May ;  but  Cariboo's  eloquence  and  earnestness  turned 
the  tide  of  popidar  opinion,  when  a  war  of  words  en- 
sued, ultimately  resulting  in  my  supporter  vowing  he 
would  shoot  the  first  man  that  dared  to  touch  the 
smallest  trifle  of  my  property.  Soon  after  a  disturb- 
ance took  place  between  the  French  Canadian  and  his 
followers,  for  they  had  been  promised  payment  for  the 
sundry  peltries  i)laced  in  his  hand,  on  arriving  at  my 
<lwelling.  Thus  .Master  Antoine  found  himself  between 
two  stools,  so  considered  it  better  to  submit  till  time  or 
opportunity  were  more  in  his  favour.  But  he  was  not 
yet  out  of  hot  water,  for  one  of  the  Red-men  that 
accompanied  him  had  deserted,  supposedly  with 
the  intention  of  communicating  to  his  people  the 
result  of  their  fall  trade  and  the  manner  they  had 
been  swindled  out  of  its  proceeds, 

I  now  regretted  that  I  had  granted  permission  to  the 
blackguard  to  accompany  me  back,  but  having 
passed  my  word,  there  was  no  retracting ;  on  this 
point  however  I  was  resolved,  that  if  any  complaints 
were  brought  to  me,  and  substantiated,  of  his  having 
dealt  dishonestly  with  the  aborigines,  I  would  not  only 
refuse  to  permit   him  to  leave  with  me,  but  throw 
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every  obstacle  in  my  power  to  prevent  tlio  result  of 
Ills  dishonesty  being  brought  out  of  the  \viKleri»ess  ;  for 
it  is  villains  such  as  this,  through  })ilfering,  cheating, 
and  perjuring  themselves,  cause  these  simple-minded, 
lionest-intentioncd,  chivalrous  ])eo})le  to  regaril  the 
wliite-faced  intruder  with  vy^^i  of  suspicion — even 
with  worse,  hatred. 

I  do  not  deny  that  the  whole  white  race,  as  a  na- 
tion, use  the  poor  Indian  badly — drive  them  from 
t!ie  home  of  their  progenitors  to  a  country  that  knows 
them  not,  and  possiljly  banishes  them  further  when 
they  have  commenced  to  individualise  tlunnselves 
with  their  new  residence ;  but  then  it  is  done  bv 
fairer  means,  and  for  the  benefit  of  society  at  large. 

Too  excited,  too  tired,  and  my  body  demoralised 
from  bad  treatment,  I  could  not  sleep,  but  tossed  and 
fretted  through  the  livelong  night,  building  up  plans 
for  the  future,  or  demolishing  previously-constructed 
edifices.  Excess  in  all  things  is  to  be  reprobated  ; 
in  eating,  drinking,  or  exercise,  the  human  frame  is 
like  a  piece  of  steel ;  so  much  it  will  bear  with  im- 
l)unity,  but  go  beyond  it  and  injury  must  accrue. 
But  of  all  the  fancies  that  passed  through  my  brain, 
one  that  took  firm  hold,  and  would  not  be  contra- 
dicted, was  a  resolve  to  turn  my  face  homewards 
as  soon  as  it  was  possible  to  arrange  my  affaiis. 
AVhat  affairs  had  I  to  arrange  ?  I  hear  asked.     Well, 
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]);irt  with  cvorvtlilnf;  tliat  was  not  nhsolutdy  ihtos- 
sary  Id  assist  mo  in  my  journey,  for  here  tln'y  wimv 
of  value,  ill  ciN  ilisation  of  comparatively  none.  So 
when  hreakfast  was  over  I  sent  for  tlie  oM  chief,  and 
(•onnnunlcated  my  intention.  As  I  anticipated,  liis 
first  endeavour  was  to  persuade  me  to  remain ;  ])ut 
w  lien  he  saw  I  was  resolved  in  my  purpose,  lie  will- 
in<i;ly  ])r(jniised  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  assist  me. 
Althoui^h  time  was  of  the  fjreatest  importance,  I 
<letermi!ied  nothin«^  should  be  done  too  hurriedly, 
so  named  tlie  date  of  commenciufi  mv  homeward 
journey  seven  days  hence,  in  the  mean  time  request- 
ing my  old  friend  to  send  to  his  people,  and  all  those 
Indians  who  resided  within  easy  access,  and  notify 
them  that  I  Avould  trade  away]  the  surplus  of  my 
•sujiidies  for  such  furs  as  they  were  willin<^  to  dispose 
of  on  the  day  previous  to  my  leaving. 

If  a  white  man  had  heen  situated  in  his  place, 
lie  would  not  ]liave  performed  my  behest,  for  he 
would  at  once  have  perceived  that  competition  would 
be  the  result,  and  thus  the  value  raised  of  what  was 
most  valuable  for  him  to  possess ;  but  well  I  knew  no 
such  selfish  motives  would  actuate  this  worthy  old  chief 
so  rested  satisfied  that  everything  in  his  power  would 
be  done  to  serve  my  interest.  Within  an  hour  three 
young  men  were  secretly  dismissed  upon  this  errand, 
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l)Ut,  altlioii^li  tho  chief  had   l)Ocn  imijoIirmI  to  luu-p 
silent  to  all  others  in  tho  ('aini>,  I  found  that  this  was 
ivfjuirlni;  more  of  liini  than  was  in  his  |)o\\or  to  coni- 
j)ly  with.  The  fact  was,  that  the  old  p'ntlcnian  had  no 
secrets  from  his  better  half,  for  he  was  hen-pecked  as 
nuich  as  any  civilised  iiushand,  and  what  he  was  dis- 
inclined to  tell  was  extracted  from  him  either  hy  fair 
or  foul  means.     This   is  not  stated  on  surmise,  l)ut 
from  actual  observation,  for  on  more  than  one  occa- 
sion I  have  scon  the  partner  of  his  joys  and  sorrows, 
if  she  deemed  from  her  lord's  manner  that  somethin«j; 
was  l)cin<:;  withheld  from  her,    wheedle  and  caress 
him  into  makin<]j  her  a  confidante,  hut  if  this  failed 
reproaches  and  indignant  protestations  would  follow, 
accompanied  by  expressions  of  grief  and  anger,  that 
invariably  resulted  in  the  squaw  gaining  her  ])oInt. 
Women,  although  they  be  red  or  white,  live  in  palaces 
or  wigwams,  wear  panicrs  and  chignons  or  dress  in 
buckskin,  are  much  alike  if  a  point  is  to  be  gained, 
and  their  husband  is  the  instrument  to  be  eni})loyed 
to  reach  it. 

Thus  I  was  congratulating  myself  on  the  success 
of  my  interview  with  the  chief,  and  thinking  how 
perfectly  I  had  succeeded  in  keeping  my  departure 
secret  for  at  least  some  days  to  come — for  no  one  was 
present  at  our  interview — when  the  old  lady  and  her 
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liaiulsomc  tlau^litor  nppoaroil  at  tho  tlircs]u)M  of  my 
rcMiilonce.  C«mrtoHV,  of  courso,  made  mo  Mil  tlicm 
wuli'oiiK'y  and  iv({iit'.st  tlieir  entrance  into  the  room. 
One  look  told  all,  l)nt  for  fear  that  I  mi^lit  Im 
in  error,  which  1  felt  convinced  I  was  not,  in  the 
must  careless  und  nonchahmt  manner  connnenciMl 
talking  on  every  suhject  that  fornurly  had  l)een 
of  interest  in  tho  broken  dialect  most  comprehen- 
sibk>  to  them.  lint  both  mother  and  child  had  a 
settled,  moody,  disappointed  look,  that  all  my  compli- 
ments and  determined  a«ireeal)leness  of  manner  would 
not  banish;  so  if  an  answer  was  vouchsafed  me, 
and  that  was  oidv  on  occasions  that  it  would  have 
been  downri^^ht  rude  to  refuse — a  monosvllable  was 
tho  response.  Both  were  evidently  got  up,  regard- 
less of  expense,  for  the  occasion  ;  the  old  woman  had 
on  her  showiest  beails  and  other  ornaments,  with  her 
most  brilliant  blanket  across  her  shoulders,  w  hile  the 
younger  had  her  hair  carefully  brushed  and  thrown 
back  over  her  shoulders,  her  neck  bare  to  her  bust, 
while  on  her  bosom  glittered  one  of  my  earlier  presents ; 
her  feet  and  ankles  to  the  knee  were  covered  with 
new  moccasins  and  leggings  beautifully  embroidered, 
while  over  all  was  worn  a  double-breasted  half-coat 
half-dressing  gown,  made  from  a  scarlet  blanket,  and 
secured  at  the  waist  with  a  belt  of  many-coloured 


A   YEAH  I>f  THE   WILDEUKESS. 


200 


beiidM.  Think  ns  you  will  of  such  a  costume,  but  I 
say,  ns  far  as  I  am  a  jutl^o  of  fomalo  npparcl,  tliat 
this  UMSophiHticatcd  chihl  of  tho  forest  looked  exrced- 
in«;ly  handsome,  and  more  becomingly  draped  than 
if  she  had  had  tho  benefit  of  a  Parisian  or  a  London 
dressmaker.  At  other  times  I  shoidd  have  compH- 
mented  her  on  her  appearance,  now  I  deemed  it  too 
dangerous  to  do  so,  f»)r  a  certain  flash  from  the  corner 
of  lier  sloe-black  eve  reminded  me  that  I  had  seen  such 
indicate  that,  well,  say  if  in  a  horse,  that  it  was  about 
to  kick  over  tho  traces.  A  child  in  bad  temper  is  often 
thoroughly  restored  to  good  humour  by  the  gift  of  a 
toy,  so  I  resolved  to  put  into  practice  tho  same  ruse, 
Searching  among  my  odds  and  ends,  I  found  a  brooch 
and  ear-rings,  such  as  are  frequently  to  bo  seen  at- 
tached to  cards,  and  exhibited  for  sale  at  the  fearfully 
modest  price  of  one  shilling  a  set.  With  tho  baublo 
I  approached  her,  diffidently,  I  must  say,  for  I  did 
not  feel  quite  certain  how  it  would  be  ixjceivcd,  and 
tendered  it. 

With  a  suddenness  that  took  me  by  surprise  sho 
spning  to  her  feet  and  snatched  it  from  me,  then 
ilaslied  it  to  the  ground,  and  stamped  her  foot  upon 
it,  grinding  it  into  the  earth  with  her  heel.  To  express 
astonishment  was  not  my  purpose,  so  I  gazed  at  her 
with  supreme  nonchalance.  And  a  handsomer  figurc, 
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or  more  commanding  well-bred  looking  woman,  tliougii 
her  skin  was  dark  as  a  double-dyed  gipsy,  I  never  gazed 
on.  Speak  of  fire  flashing  from  eyes,  it  did  literally ; 
her  thin  nostrils  expanded,  while  her  bosom  heaved 
and  fell  like  the  waves  of  ocean.  My  independence,  I 
could  observe,  severely  piqued  her,  for  from  the  Juno 
look  she  first  exhibited,  her  features  altered  to  an  ex- 
pression of  severe  pain.  I  said  nothing,  asked  no- 
thing, but  simply  gazed  at  her.  At  length  she  broke 
down,  staggered  back,  and  rested  against  the  wall, 
her  head  bent  forward  and  buried  in  her  hands  ;  but 
no  tears  flowed,  all  that  denoted  life  being  the  heaving 
of  her  half-stifled  respiration.  If  would  be  wrong  if 
any  one  for  a  moment  supposed  that  I  was  not  truly 
grieved  for  the  poor  girl,  but  what  could  I  do,  for 
any  action  of  condolence  or  words  of  regret  might  be 
misconstrued,  and  thus  in  future  only  add  to  the 
severity  of  the  ordeal  she  w^as  now  enduring. 

To  leave  the  wigwam  I  first  deemed  the  better 
course,  but,  on  after-thought,  supposed  it  might  be 
considered  an  insult ;  to  remain  was  but  to  witness 
grief  resulting  from  an  excess  of  feeling,  which 
I  did  not  wish  to  see,  for  with  all  my  apparent  in- 
difference I  felt  keenly  for  the  poor  untutored  child 
of  nature,  whose  fault  was  to  love  too  strongly ;  but 
fortunately  the  very  interruption  occurred  that  was 
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most  desirable ;  the  old  chief  with  stately  formality 
walked  into  the  cabin.  Anger,  so  seldom  seen  there, 
was  in  his  eye,  for  his  first  words  expressed  that  his 
belief  was  that  the  women  had  betrayed  to  me  his 
weakness  in  making  them  confidantes.  Waving  his 
hand  and  pointing  to  the  door,  he  ordered  them  to 
leave,  and  when  his  wrath  was  aroused  not  even  the 
partner  of  his  bosom  dared  to  disobey.  In  a  moment 
tlie  old  lady  went  forth,  defiant  in  look  and  unwilling 
in  manner  it  is  true ;  but  not  so  his  daughter,  whose 
attitude  still  remained  the  quintessence  of  listless 
despair. 

The  old  chief  did  not  understand  her  non-com- 
phance  with  his  mandate.  Eage,  at  what  he  supposed 
disobedience,  marked  his  face,  and  ho  was  stepping 
towards  her,  doubtless  with  the  intention  of  draiiging 
her  forth,  when  I  intervened.  Glancing  at  mc  with 
surprise,  he  remained  stationary  ;  in  a  moment  more 
I  had  led  him  out,  and  the  poor  girl  was  alone  with 
her  grief. 

The  old  gentleman's  equanimity  was  soon  restored, 
when  I  told  him  that  the  women  had  said  nothing  of 
my  intended  departure,  but  listened  with  sad  face  to 
the  narration  of  what  had  occurred.  After  a  pause, 
looking  on  the  ground  he  said : 

"The  red  squaw  wither  in  the  white  man's  home, 
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like  the  loaves  before  the  winter  wind ;  no  more  would 
she  live  without  the  wigwam  and  the  canoe,  than  the 
moose  without  the  forest  and  barren." 

Shaking  the  good  old  man's  hand  we  parted. 

I  was  truly  glad  this  affair  was  overj  and  that  it 
had  terminated  so  satisfactorily,  for  it  would  liave 
been  a  serious  matter  if  the  father  had  been  like- 
minded  with  the  old  lady ;  and  there  was  further 
room  for  gratification,  that  no  one  but  the  members 
of  their  own  family  were  aware  of  what  had  trans- 
pired. 
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Since  my  return  I  had  not  fished,  and  deeming;  it 
a  good  excuse  to  get  out  of  the  way  for  a  few  liours, 
I  called  the  Indian  lad  and  bade  him  bring  my  fish- 
ing gear.  It  was  so  long  since  it  had  been  used  that 
I  suppose  he  found  some  difficulty  in  laying  his 
hands  upon  all  the  paraphernalia,  so  I  reached  the 
pool  I  intended  commencing  at  some  time  before  he 
came  up.  While  looking  about  me,  my  eye  rested 
on  a  dear  little  familiar  friend,  one  I  have  known 
from  childhood,  for  it  is  found  on  both  sides  of  the 
Atlantic ;  the  bird  I  allude  to  was  the  common 
creeper  {Certhia  familiaris).  Shunning  observation, 
it  is  a  diffident,  gentle  little  creature,  possessed  of  a 
wonderful  faculty  of  gliding  out  of  sight,  or  pre- 
senting itself  without  the  observer  being  aware  how 
it  has  gone  or  come ;  and  the  rapidity  with  which  it 
shifts  round  the  trunk  or  limb  of  a  tree,  one  moment 
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with  its  head  up,  at  another  looking  downwards, 
must  be  a  matter  of  astonislimcnt  to  all  who  arc  un- 
acquainted with  the  formation  of  its  feet  and  tail. 
I  have  said  it  is  diffident ;  well,  it  possesses  a  strange 
anomaly  of  character,  for  it  is  so  at  one  time,  at 
others  the  reverse;  it  will  approach  so  close  as  to 
be  within  ten  or  twelve  feet  of  you,  if  its  curiosity 
be  excited,  still  ever  manages  to  keep  a  twig  or  branch 
between  it  and  ^hc  intruder  in  its  haunts. 

Whether  there  is  a  difTerenco  between  the  Ameri- 
can and  English  varieties,  such,  for  instance,  as  exists 
between  the  snipe  of  the  respective  countries — one 
or  two  feathers  more  or  less  in  the  wing  or  tail — I 
am  not  sufficiently  expert  an  ornithologist  to  state, 
but  to  the  casual  glance  they  are  exactly  similar. 

The  nests  of  those  creepers  which  I  have  found  in 
England  have  invariably  been  in  a  diminutive  hole 
in  a  tree,  those  in  America  outside,  but  screened 
from  observation  by  some  obstruction  or  excrescence 
in  the  bark.  This  may  result  from  their  deeming 
that  intrusion  or  discovery  is  more  improbable  in 
less  populated  wilds  of  the  latter  land. 

On  the  shell-bark  hickoiy,  one  of  the  handsomest 
of  trees,  and  one  I  often  regret  is  not  indigenous  to 
Britain,  is  one  of  their  favourite  building  places, 
but  it  requires  no  ordinary  eyes  and  diligence  of 
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search  to  discover  its  tiny  little  nest  of  finest  withered 
hlue  grass  interwoven  with  moss  and  lined  with 
liliputian  feathers.  Its  e^rgs,  which  generally  number 
seven,  are  a  white  ground  with  light-brown  or  choco- 
late markings,  more  in  the  form  of  irregular  lines 
than  spots  around  the  larger  end,  the  lower  ex- 
tremity being  occasionally  entirely  free  from  colour, 
or  very  slightly  speckled. 

The  mature  birds  are  capable  of  standing  great 
severity  of  cold,  for  often,  when  deer  shooting  in  the 
bitterest  weather,  they  have  kept  frolicking  about  my 
stand,  or  followed  me  in  my  trudge  through  the 
woodland.  However,  they  must  be  partially  migra- 
tory, for  I  do  not  tliink  they  can  pass  fchrough  the 
severity  and  length  of  a  winter  in  such  high  lati- 
tudes as  my  present  position. 

It  is  generally  admitted  that  persons  "who  reside  in 
mountainous  countries  are  superstitious ;  those  that 
dwell  in  and  on  the  margins  of  forest  lands  I  know 
are ;  thus  the  backwoodsman  will  tell  you,  if  he  ob- 
serves a  creeper  feeding  with  his  head  down,  that  it 
is  no  use  searching  for  deer  that  day,  and  vice 
versa. 

But  here  comes  the  boy. 

"  Why,  sir,  such  a  rueful  countenance  ?" 

Although  convinced  he  did   not  understand   my 
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question,  he  answered  it  with  deep  grief  marked  on 
his  face. 

"  Capen,  I  fall  and  break  rod." 

"  Well,  no  use  being  ir.  such  a  stew  over  what  was 
an  accident." 

And  the  poor  fellow's  visage  brightened  at  once 
What  v/as  the  use  of  being  cross  ?  Have  I  not  done 
the  same  with  my  own  rod,  and,  doubtless,  with  my 
fathers  before  I  owned  one?  On  examination  it 
was  a  fracture  of  the  tip.  A  few  minutes,  with  the 
aid  of  my  knife,  a  splice  was  made,  and  in  a  short 
time  further  all  was  as  secure  as  previously.  Tliere 
is  nothing  like  learning  to  be  useful.  If  I  had 
not,  my  fishing  for  that  evening  would  have  been 
lost ;  further,  try  and  never  lose  your  temper  when  an 
accident  occurs,  and,  above  all,  when  such  takes  place, 
particularly  if  a  child  be  the  cause,  speak  gently,  for 
their  feelings  have  not  become  hardened  like  ours 
through  buffeting  about  in  the  rougli  world,  and  a 
word  harshly  spoken,  even  thoughtlessly,  makes  often 
a  painful  and  long-lasting  wound  upon  youth. 

I  found,  as  I  expected,  the  water  in  splendid  order, 
v"*]^  "Dossibly  a  little  more  wind  than  was  desirable. 
T)  1..  caused  me  to  mount  a  larger  fly  than  I  should 
have  done  otherwise,  but  soon  my  choice  proved 
itself  correct,  for  at  the  second  cast  I  hooked,  and 
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afterwards  landed,  a  splendid  fish,  and  ere  I  readied 
the  shanty,  Master  Sugar  had  quite  a  load. 

Is  it  not  strange,  since  I  have  returned  Poteen 
scrupulously  avoids  me  ? — even  deserts  the  boy  when 
he  is  in  my  society— consequently  I  inquired  of  him 
the  reason. 

*'  Dog  the  same  as  man — he  do  bad,  he  too  much 
ashamed." 

"Well  done,  youngster,  you  are  no  mean  observer 
of  nature,  Red-skin  though  you  be. 

Among  the  Indians  there  was  a  regular  pow-wow 
this  evening,  for  one  had  captured  a  black  fox,  the 
most  valuable  of  all  the  fur-bearing  animals  of  this 
region.  The  pelt  is  in  prime  condition,  and  conse- 
quently will  make  the  fortunate  possessor  of  it 
richer  by  one  hundred  dollars,  taken  out  in  store- 
goods,  the  intrinsic  value  of  which  will  not  exceed 
one-third  that  amount. 

Russia  and  China  are  the  countries  to  which  they 
are  exported,  where  I  am  informed  only  the  highest 
nobles  are  permitted  to  wear  them.  What  an  ex- 
traordinary world  we  live  in.  Only  fancy  a  poor 
little  beast,  that  roamed  at  large  over  the  Canadian 
wilds,  living  as  best  it  may,  and  being  regarded  by 
the  rest  of  the  beast  creation,  yes,  and  possibly  by 
itself,  as  a  very  ordinary  creature,  gracing  with  its 
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skin  some  pompous,  overgrown,  purso  and  learning 
proud  mandarin,  or  a  statcly-miencd  handsome  mili- 
tary prince  of  the  Muscovite  Empire,  in  either  case 
thousands  and  thousands  of  miles  from  where  the 
animal  that  produced  it  first  saw  light. 

The  night  was  so  calm  and  still  that  after  supper 
I  wandered  forth  to  listen  to  the  anecdotes  of  the 
Indians,  and  smoke  a  pipe  with  them.  To  my  surprise 
I  found  two  of  the  young  men  preparing  for  a 
spearing  excursion  on  the  ford  below  where  the  canoes 
were  generally  beached.  I  must  confess  to  having 
had  a  strong  desire  to  prevent  such  unhallowed 
means  being  employed  to  capture  the  splendid  fish 
of  what  I  regarded  as  my  own  river  ;  but  why  should 
1  interfere,  in  a  week  I  should  be  gone,  when  the 
natives  could  do  as  they  chose ;  moreover,  they  were 
but  following  the  instincts  of  their  race,  and  the 
examples  set  them  by  their  progenitors  through  suc- 
cessive generations.  Food  also  was  required,  and 
under  such  circumstances  even  dislikes  as  strong  as 
mine  have  a  right  to  be  waived.  So  I  said  nothing, 
and  from  the  distance  surveyed  the  scene,  and  it  was 
one  to  be  looked  at,  one  to  be  admired,  and,  more, 
never  forgotten. 

Talk  of  romance,  it  was  romantic  in  the  extreme  ; 
of  wild  grandeur  it  came  up  to  all  the  mind  could 
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imagine.  Tlio  frail,  buoyant,  birch-bark  canoe,  the 
two  muscular  dark-skinned  Indians,  stripped  to  the 
waist)  both  standing  erect,  the  one  skilfully  plying  his 
long  paddle,  the  other  gracefully  poising  his  spear, 
the  whole  lit  up  with  the  fierce  lurid  blaze  of  the 
birch-bark  torch,  the  water  surging  round  the  craft,  the 
surface  of  which  breaking  into  a  thousand  ruby  lights, 
while  the  glare,  beyond  the  quaint  old  trees  that  mar- 
gined the  stream,  made  the  distant  darkness  more  im- 
penetrable and  forbidding.  Deep  and  stealthily  the 
paddle  is  dipped,  skilfully  and  quickly  the  spear  is 
struck,  and  the  rising,  struggling  victim,  momentarily 
held  aloft  before  being  thrown  into  the  canoe,  re- 
flects a  thousand  lights  from  its  silver-sheened  sides. 
The  deep  **  ugh  !"  of  satisfaction  from  the  performers 
when  a  more  than  skilful  stroke  was  made,  the  echoes 
again  and  again  repeating  the  applause  of  the 
lookers-on,  the  excited  features,  and  doubly-excited 
manner  of  all,  might  have  caused  the  observer  to 
imagine  that  the  river  was  in  Hades,  the  spectators 
inhabitants  of  another  world. 

To  spear  fish  upon  a  spawning-bed  is  wrong,  un- 
equivocally wrong,  but  never  have  I  seen,  never  will 
see,  I  think,  an  exercise  more  manly,  more  inducive 
to  skill  and  courage,  more  able  to  produce  fearless 
and  perfect  boatmen,  more  attractive  from  associa- 
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tion  nnd  accessories.  But  as  Antoine  joined  the 
group  by  wliicli  I  was  surrounded,  and  I  had  no  de- 
sire to  give  him  the  slightest  pretext  for  renewing  my 
acquaintance,  I  reluctantly  retired.  On  my  way  to 
the  shanty  I  passed  the  camp  where  the  old  chief's 
family  had  taken  up  their  residence.  Over  the  glow- 
ing coals,  now  nearly  burnt  out,  sat  the  two  females 
of  Ids  household.  The  old  woman,  save  that  she 
smoked  a  very  short  and  dirty  ])ipe  with  sucli  strong 
and  rapid  puffs  as  made  her  cheek  inflate  and  con- 
tract with  the  regular  stroke  and  rapidity  of  a  bellows, 
looked  like  Ilecate.  The  younger,  lier  head  enve- 
loped in  her  garments,  reminded  me  of  many  a  sad 
creature  seen  upon  a  London  door-step.  Alas! 
where  can  we  go  not  to  find  sorrow?  where  bury 
oursclf,  never  to  see  grief  ?  They  are  insej)arablo 
from  man's  lot.  Sorrow  and  pleasure  are  to  our  life 
what  sunshine  and  storm  arc  to  the  vegetable  world, 
and  the  palaces  of  the  rich  are  no  freer  from  it 
than  the  cabins  of  the  peasant. 

Another  day  has  passed,  and  but  five  more  remain 
ere  (God  willing)  I  shall  leave  this  neighbourhood, 
probably  for  ever.  For  ever !  What  a  mysterious 
expression !  how  definite,  yet  how  incomprehensible. 
To  think  of  it  without  sadness  is  impossible,  still  I 
cannot  forbear  the  pleasure  of  associating  once  more 
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Mith  my  own  race,  and  ciij<)yin»]j  their  society.  To 
l>I(.l  adieu  to  all  the  familiar  scenes  that  surround  me, 
tliat  have  become  Iiallowed  to  my  memory  tlirough 
frequent  association  with  them,  that  have  afforded 
jne  iiulescrilmble  pleasure,  that  have  witnessed  my 
tnuni[)hs  and  disappointments  in  the  chase,  that  liavo 
<diarmed  tho  eye  with  their  gorgeous  foliage  and 
Iioary  veteran  trees,  that  have  soothed  my  mind  to 
rest  and  induced  contemplations  from  which  I  have 
invariably  arisen  feeling  benefited,  and  j)osscssed  of 
more  charity  for  my  fellow-labourers  in  the  vineyard, 
that  have  recalled  the  merriest  days  of  youth  and  tho 
happiest  of  manhood — no,  I  cannot,  will  not  depart 
without  bidding  them  a  fond  farewell.  An  intciTicw 
with  Cariboo  settled  the  point ;  with  him  as  com- 
l)anion,  I  shall  start  to  visit  the  beaver-dams  on 
the  morrow,  and,  if  the  weather  continues  fine,  pro- 
long our  stay  for  two  days. 

Kuthlessly  awoke  from  the  pleasantest  and  most 
enjoyable  portion  of  my  sleep,  that  which  occurs 
about  an  hour  or  two  before  the  habitual  time  of 
rising,  by  all  the  Indian  curs,  and  particularly  Poteen, 
making  a  most  discordant  disturbance,  was  it  sur- 
prising that  I  exclaimed  "  Confound  the  dogs !"  and 
possibly  wished  each  of  their  owners  had  strung  them 
up  before  leaving  their  homes  to  bringing  them  here. 
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And  to  tills  turmoil  wns  adtled  the  shrioking  of 
8(|iiJiws,  imprecating  the  brutes  for  their  bad  beha- 
viour, while  every*  now  and  then  a  howl  of  pain  would 
tell  how  skilful  the  femalo  population  were  in  tlio 
uso  of  stones  or  other  missiles.  Determined  not  to 
bo  curtailed  in  my  rest,  I  turned  over  and  tried  to 
sleep  again.  This  I  would  doubtless  have  accom- 
plished had  not  I  detected  several  voices,  in  half- 
whispers,  discussing  the  propriety  of  awakening  me. 
It  was  evident  that  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion 
on  the  subject,  consequently  the  argument  waxed 
warm,  and  the  language  louder.  My  lad  and 
Cariboo  protested  against  the  step,  while  the  otiiers, 
who  were  evidently  in  the  majority,  insisted  that  it 
was  time  for  all  to  be  up,  especially  those  calling 
themselves  hunters.  Under  such  circumstances, 
however  much  I  desired  it,  sleep  was  impossible ;  so, 
making  a  virtue  of  necessity,  I  left  my  couch.  One 
soon  learns  to  bo  expeditious  in  drcssir«g  when  lead- 
ing a  primitive  life,  so  I  was  not  many  minutes  be- 
fore becoming  presentable.  The  cause  of  the  dis- 
turbance was  the  amval  of  the  Indians  who  had 
rescued  me  from  what  I  had  christened  the  haunted 
promontory,  a  fine  sensation  name  for  a  blood-and- 
thunder  drama.  Of  course  a  hearty  welcome  was 
subtended  to  them,  and  they  appeai'cd  as  gi'atifiod  at 


A   YKAU  IN   THE  WILDERNESS. 


223 


seeing  mo,  m  I  wa«  to  meet  them.  "Without  delay » 
they  were  invited  to  enter,  and  offered  tiie  seats  of 
honour,  but  chairs  or  stools  were  not  necessary,  hut 
rather  the  reverse  to  my  visitors*  comfort,  so  they 
declined  occupying  them  with  many  a  laugh  and 
grin,  ultimately  selecting  the  boar-skin  as  a  couch. 
My  clothing,  boots,  gloves,  fur  cap,  and  especially 
my  hunting  paraphernalia,  evoked  their  admiration, 
but  my  watch,  compass,  and  some  photographs,  espe- 
cially those  of  ladies,  caused  them  to  become  mutu 
with  astonishment. 

Their  curiosity  gratified,  Cariboo,  whom  I  had  asked 
to  ofKciate  as  master  of  the  ceremonies,  as  well  as  to 
assisi  mo  unravelling  such  parts  of  their  language  I 
did  not  understand,  got  into  a  long,  and  evidently 
most  amusing,  conversation  with  the  duo,  judging 
from  the  expression  of  all.  It  was  a  description  of 
the  flight  on  the  o(!casion  of  their  discovering  me. 
In  the  mean  time  I  had  given  the  boy  instructions  to 
prepare  a  feed  upon  a  grand  scale ;  but  that  my  de- 
parture was  near  I  should  not  have  been  so  lavish 
of  my  stores ;  and  as  Master  Sugar  could  not  get  on 
without  my  superintendence,  I  left  my  guests  to 
be  entertained  by  my  henchman.  Preserved  soup, 
lobster,  and  bacon  were  the  delicacies  ;  a  roast 
piece  of  venison  and  trout  made   into  a  chowder, 
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seasoned  rather  highly,  and  tliickencd  with  crushed 
biscuit,  the  stand-by.  The  old  squaw  from  the  first 
voluntarily  assisted  me,  and  after  a  time  her  daughter 
gave  a  helping  hand,  and  the  odours  that  arose  around 
our  out-door  cook-house  were  most  gratifying.  From 
the  shanty  being  so  contracted  in  size,  and  always 
gloomy  from  the  want  of  proper  windows,  our  feast 
was  to  be  alfresco. 

The  party  was  small  and  select,  the  old  chief  being 
the  only  invited  guest,  so  that  we  should  sit  down 
five  in  all,  myself  at  the  head  of  the  table,  a  guest  on 
each  side  of  me,  and  Cariboo  and  the  old  gentleman 
next  each  of  the  strangers.  Like  all  housekeepers,  I 
had  my  troubles,  the  most  important  of  which  was  how 
we  were  to  succeed  for  a  relay  of  plates,  for  if  more 
than  one  was  used  as  a  dish — half  a  dozen  being  my 
entire  stock — some  person  would  naturally  be  short  of 
this  necessary  article.  But  a  little  thought  showed 
me  how  to  escape  from  the  quandary.  We  should 
have  birch-bark  dishes,  each  description  of  food  be 
served  separately,  and  after  it  had  been  done  justice 
to  the  plates  gathered,  soused  in  boiling  water,  wiped? 
and  tlius  immediately  again  be  ready  for  use.  Tlie 
soup,  again,  was  a  source  of  sad  embarrassment, 
for  the  supply  of  spoons  was  limited  to  three,  unless 
tea-spoons  be  included,  when  there  were  six ; 
but  they   are  not   quite   suited    for  the   demolition 
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of  soup  while  it  retains  its  licat.  Having  spoken  to 
Master  Sugar  on  the  subject,  his  invention  served 
me  ;  for  out  of  bircli-bark  he  made  a  couple  of  scoops, 
big  enough  truly  to  hold  half  a  i)int  of  souj),  but  still 
useful  in  their  way,  when  the  chief  object  they  were 
intended  for  was  to  transfer  hot  licpiid  from  the  })late 
to  the  mouth.  The  Indian  lad  knew  well  how  to 
wait  on  me,  so  giving  him  such  'nstructions  as  to 
attend  exactly  to  what  I  told  him,  shut  his  ears  to 
conversation,  however  amusing,  and  on  no  account 
permit  himself  to  be  hurried  or  become  nervous,  I 
dismissed  him. 

Doubtless  my  guests,  in  the  goodly  company  of 
Cariboo,  received  some  idea  from  him  of  what  was 
the  cause  of  my  so  frequently  deserting  them  ;  still 
the  inherent  politeness  of  the  race  induced  them  to 
make  no  remarks,  or,  I  believe,  even  look  after  me  to 
ascertain  the  prospects  of  having  a  satisfactory  meal, 
but  this  did  not  prevent  them  enjoying  a  cup  of  coffee 
— more  sugar  than  anything  else — and  making  an 
awful  inroad  into  my  tobacco.  As  the  steaming, 
spluttering,  bubbling  pots  indicated  that  the  time  ap- 
})roaclied  when  their  contents  would  be  ready  for 
consumption,  with  strict  injunctions  to  the  cooks  tliat 
on  no  account  were  they  to  be  permitted  to  boil  over, 
I  visited  the  old  chief,  told  him  the  programme,  and 
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on  our  way  to  tlio  shanty  berrgcd  of  liim  to  explain  to 
the  strantjers  \vliat  white  men's  ways  were,  at  the 
same  time  giving  them  tlie  liint  to  do  as  he  or  I  did. 
Having  introduced  the  ohl  gentleman  to  my  visitors,  I 
called  out  Cariboo,  and  gave  him  the  same  instructions, 
sending  him  back  to  impart  them.  I  enter  into  these 
minutirc  to  show  that  successfully  to  carry  out  a 
dinner-party,  especially  among  guests  such  as  I  had 
to  entertain,  it  was  as  necessary  to  use  finesse,  and 
be  acquainted  with  details,  as  it  is  for  a  general 
before  he  can  acquit  himself  creditably  in  handling  a 
large  body  of  troops. 

Having  explained  the  rotation  with  which  I  desired 
the  various  viands  to  be  served,  believing  it  would 
not  tend  to  elevate  me  in  the  eyes  of  the  lookers  on, 
I  retired  to  the  river  instead  of  to  the  shanty,  to 
put  the  finishing  touches  to  my  toilet.  My  ablutions 
completed,  and  my  beard  and  hair  arranged  in  pre- 
sentable shape,  I  once  more  visited  the  kitchen  to 
give  final  instructions,  with  further  information  that 
nothing  was  to  be  served  till  we  had  taken  our  seats 
at  our  respective  places.  Believing  all  the  machinery 
in  working  order,  I  adjourned  to  the  shanty,  there 
made  a  short  speech,  interrupted  much  by  its  inter- 
pretation, and  more  than  half  misunderstood,  then 
invited  my  guests  to  adjourn  to  the  banquet. 
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G'.'ttiiii'  one  of  the  stranrjcrs  on  niv  arm  while  the 
old  chief  took  the  reverse  flank,  followed  by  the  other 
under  the  guidance  of  Cariboo,  we  reached  the  dining- 
table,  at  least  so  I  will  call  it,  and  took  our  scats. 
This  was  accomplished  without  disorder — an  augury 
of  success. 

The  lobster  came  first  ;  each  was  aburdantl}' 
served,  but  none  commenced  to  eat  the  u'lknown 
substance  till  I  set  an  example.  Duly  explaining 
what  it  was,  all  commenced  work,  and  satisfaction 
■Nvas  expressed  on  every  countenance.  Taking  up  a 
])hial  of  cayenne  p<'pper,  I  assisted  myself  to  a  small 
quantity,  placing  i':  on  the  edge  of  my  plate.  This 
was  not  unnoticed,  for  first  one  of  the  strangers,  then 
anothci',  did  likewise,  and  with  no  sparing  hand  ;  the 
consequence  was  that  in  a  few  minutes  both  were  in 
a  profuse  perspiration,  ultimately  followed  by  cough- 
ing and  choking,  so  severe,  that  I  feared  for  the 
result.  A  white  man  would  have  become  red  under 
such  an  ordeal ;  my  guests  became  blue.  "Water 
was  imbibed  in  an  unlimited  quantity,  and  the  tears 
fairly  coursed  down  their  cheeks,  but  not  a  smile 
dared  I  permit  myself  to  show.  At  length  time 
gave  each  relief,  when  the  first  question  the  elder 
asked  me  was,  whether  such  powder  as  that  would  not 
shoot  better  than  what  the  traders  sold  the  Indians  ? 
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I  c\|)laIncMl  that  it  was  not  used  for  tliat  purpose ; 
liowever,  lie  insisted  tliat  it  liave  "plenty  more  fire 
than  powder  Indian  i2;et.'' 

In  due  course  the  lobster  was  removed,  the  plates 
washed,  and  soup  placed  upon  the  table.  ]\Iy  shallow 
metal  plates  were  scarcely  suited  for  such  a  liquid 
substance,  but  then  needs  must.  The  lad,  Sugar, 
had  served  extremely  well ;  but  it  is  no  easy  matter 
to  carry  litpiid  in  a  shallow  dish,  and,  as  ill-luck 
would  have  it,  he  emptied  the  wliolc  contents  of  one 
over  the  head  and  face  of  the  stranger  next  me.  It 
was  nearly  boiling  hot  when  I  served  it ;  doubtless,  it 
had  cooled  a  little  before  the  accident  occurred,  still 
must  have  been  far  from  an  agreeable  salute. 

With  the  exception  of  an  interjection  of  "ugh  I" 
the  unfortunate  recipient  of  the  salute  said  nothing, 
although  he  shook  his  head  like  a  water-spaniel  after 
a  protracted  swim,  and  an  evidence  of  pain  exhibited 
itself  for  a  moment  in  his  countenance. 

This  was  the  last  contvetempSy  all  afterwards  went 
admirably,  and  when  the  last  course  was  removed 
good-fellowship  beamed  on  the  countenance  of  all, 
and  they  yawned,  stretched  themselves,  and  patted 
their  stomachs  with  the  complacency  of  a  civili!>('d 
gourmand,  certainly  with  less  ostentation  than  can 
occasionally  be  seen  among  our  City  fathers — nuicli 
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to  the  admiration  of  tlic  uninvited,  who  stood  around 
cnvvinii  tlieir  lot,  and  remx'ttini'  that  thev  were  not 
anions  tlie  ijnests.  At  lenijth  the  time  for  smokini; 
came,  the  outsiders  were  invited  to  partake  of  the 
luxury,  and  bore  that  position  in  respect  to  the 
originals  of  tlie  feast  as  in  Enohuid  is  occupied  by 
tliose  receivinn;  late  invitations,  that  is,  to  arrive  in 
sufficient  to  get  the  probability  of  a  chance  to  have  a 
worry  at  supper.  However,  here,  whatever  might  be 
felt  elsewhere,  no  jealousies  were  exhibited,  possibly 
beincp  under  the  eve  of  their  chief  was  the  reason,  for 
all  went  merrily  as  a  marriage  bell.  The  scene  must 
have  been  intensely  picturesque  and  novel  to  those  that 
were  ignorant  of  such  a  life  ;  eight  or  nine  sv.arthy 
warriors  reclining  upon  skins  in  every  conceivable 
attitude,  attended  by  their  squaws  in  their  party- 
coloured  garments,  handsome  trees  shading  off  the 
warm,  rich  rays  of  the  autunnud  sun,  while  the 
bright  sparkling  river  rushed  past  in  all  the  glory  of 
its  mad  headlono-  career.  The  toni^ues  of  all  had 
become  loosened,  and  narratives  of  adventures  by 
flood  and  field,  jokes  and  anecdotes,  were  the  order 
of  the  day,  when  a  shout  from  the  bank  by  the  boat- 
house  instantly  brought  all,  excepting  myself,  to  tlieir 
feet.  In  a  moment  afterwards  everv  one,  even  the 
squaws,  were  rushing  headlong  to  learn  the  cause  of 
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the  summons.  My  curiosity  being  excited,  1  followed 
the  example  set  me.  On  reaching  the  crowd,  I  was 
not  long  kept  in  ignorance  of  the  reason  of  the  stam- 
pede, for  half  way  up  the  reach  was  advancing  a  large 
canoe,  under  ♦he  united  efforts  of  four  powerfully- 
handled  paddles.  Each  of  the  strangers,  arms  and 
necks  bare,  stood  up  to  their  task,  and  made  their 
deep,  powo''''p.l  ;'»"oke  with  the  precision  and  regu- 
larity of  a  weii;...,  ^d  crew.  Although  the  current 
was  not  slow,  the  liglit-draught  canoe  slid  over  its 
surface  with  a  ^,^..  nd  ii  my  surprising,  so  that  in  a 
few  minutes  more  their  craft's  head  was  pointed  to  the 
beach,  and  in  a  moment  after  they  had  disembarked. 
Who  arc  they  ?  was  my  first  question ;  and,  in 
response,  had  answer  from  half  a  dozen  mouths  that 
they  yyevQ  from  the  tribe  where  Antoine  had  spent 
the  summer. 
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They  were  all  extremely  fine  specimens  of  the 
Indian,  younf^,  active,  and  well  made ;  one  in  parti- 
cular, who  stood  almost  six  feet  in  his  moccasins,  and 
who  appeared  to  be  both  leader  and  spokesman  of  the 
party,  had  a  singularly  handsome  face,  and  most 
intelligent  cast  of  countenance.  It  was  quite  appa- 
rent that  I  was  known  to  them  by  report,  for,  after 
the  old  chief  had  given  them  a  few  words  of  welcome^ 
they  turned  to  me,  holding  out  their  hands  to  be 
shaken  in  a  manner  that  indicated  that  it  was  a  mode 
of  salute,  although  known  to  them,  seldom  practised. 
Hospitality  being  deemed  the  superlative  duty  of  all 
in  these  distant  wilds,  they  were  forthwith  invited  to 
eat — an  invitation  that  was  promptly  accepted.  For- 
tunately a  large  portion  of  our  feast  was  left ;  to  this 
was  added  some  fresh  fish,  and  the  manner  the  stran- 
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^crs  stowed  away  tlic  provender  indicated  that  they 
liad  been  lately  on  short  commons. 

Much  too  familiar  with  the  character  of  the  abori- 
gines of  North  America  to  expect  any  information 
from  them  till  the  inward  man  was  satisfied,  I  waited 
patiently  for  them  to  finish.  If  patience  is  a  virtue, 
I  certainly  possess  one,  and  on  this  occasion  it  was 
severely  taxed.  At  len«i;th  all  desisted — the  cessation 
being  caused,  in  my  belief,  from  their  liability  to 
contain  more  food. 

After  a  short  conversation  between  the  old  chief 
and  the  handsome  brave,  all  of  which  was  unintelli- 
gible to  me,  the  latter  rose,  and  in  a  short  and 
energetic  speech  —  interpreted  by  Cariboo — stated 
that  they  had  welcomed  a  stranger  among  them ; 
that  he  had  gained  their  confidence,  ultimately  ob- 
tained their  furs,  under  the  promise  of  paying  for 
them  when  he  reached  here,  and  that  he  had  broken 
his  word ;  the  result  of  which  would  entail  misery  on 
his  people  during  the  coming  winter,  as  it  was  probably 
now  too  late  in  the  season  to  take  them  to  the  nearest 
trading  fort,  which  was  many  days  to  the  north  of 
their  home.  Their  furs,  or  the  goods  promised  them, 
they  were  determined  to  have,  and  hoped  that  neither 
the  Iled-men  that  surrounded  them  or  I  would  assist 
Antoine  if  he  refused  to  do  them  justice.  On  the 
spokesman  resuming  his  seat,  I  had  a  consultation 
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^v^tll  the  oUl  chief  and  Cariboo,  both  of  whnw  at 
once,  witlumt  a  moment's  hesitation,  su|)j)ortccl  me  in 
my  resoUition  not  to  shiehl  the  aggressor,  hnt  nsc 
every  effort  to  force  him  to  do  justice  to  his  victims. 

Antoine  and  the  Indians  wlio  had  arrived  with 
liim,  liad  cstablislied  a  camp  about  half  a  mile  up  the 
river ;  tlierc  he  had  liis  purloined  treasure  stored,  and 
as  he  had  not  been  seen  all  day,  or  any  of  his  atten- 
dants, who  were  members  of  the  same  tribe  as  the 
new-comers,  he  was  probably  unaware  of  the  proxi- 
mity of  the  storm  that  was  ready  to  burst  about  his 
shoulders. 

At  length  the  four  strangers  rose,  and  accompanied 
by  two  of  our  people  as  guides,  left.  Although  I  felt 
reluctant  at  their  departure,  fearing  that  blood  would 
be  shed,  I  deemed  it  better  not  to  interfere,  but  let 
events  take  their  course,  so  for  the  time  being  dis- 
missed the  matter  from  my  thoughts. 

jNIy  two  rescuers  had  not  yet  been  paid ;  as  they 
w-ere  desirous  of  departing  for  home  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, leaving  the  coterie  who  had  dined  with  me, 
reinforced  now  by  the  squaws  and  one  or  two  more 
of  ,the  old  chiefs  people,  I  went  to  the  wigwam  to 
procure  the  necessary  articles  to  remunerate  them 
with,  adding  to  them  some  trifling  gewgaws. 

Truly,  the  Indian  is  a  child,  for  when  they  beheld 
these  useless  additions,  their  tawdry  brilliancy  eclipsed 
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ill  tlic'Ir  vyvH  the  viilue  of  the  useful  portion  of  their 
recompense.  After  exphuiiin<^  the  uses,  no  short 
lesson,  to  which  hrooches,  ear-rings,  &c.  were  to  ho 
put,  wc  all  silt  down  to  a  final  smoke  and  cu}>  of 
coffee. 

Conviviality  was  at  its  hei^^lit,  each  was  exjilainln^ 
and  telling  the  other  how  mutual  was  the  pleasure 
their  visit  had  afforded  them,  when  distant  voices 
attracted  our  attention.  Turning  to  sec  its  producers 
we  learned  that  it  was  the  Indians  returning  from 
Antoine's — the  majority  of  whom  carried  a  load. 
"  Well,  this  is  better  than  anticipated  ;  the  French- 
man has  thought  better  of  the  matter  and  given  up 
his  ill-gained  possessions."  Such  was  the  impression 
that  passed  through  my  mind ;  but  on  the  new-comers, 
now  reinforced  by  their  three  companions,  joining  us, 
the  erroneousncss  of  my  surmise  was  speedily  ex- 
plained, for  my  late  employe  being  absent  fishing  or 
trapping,  the  Indians  had  at  once  taken  possession 
of  the  property  misappropriated  by  the  Frenchman, 
and  without  delay  brought  it  here  for  transhipment. 

I  urged  the  expediency  of  their  using  expedition  ; 
but  no,  all  I  could  do  or  say  was  useless ;  the  attrac- 
tions of  a  final  talk,  a  farewell  pipe,  and  a  proposition 
that  I  should  trade  with  them,  were  too  great  to 
be  resisted,  so  all  gave  way  to  the  two  former  plea- 
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surcs.  Not  to  embroil  myself  or  allow  it  to  beconio 
possible  that  I  had  taken  any  interest  in  their  affairs, 
I  })er.sistently  refused  to  entertain  any  proposition  in 
reference  to  becomin;^  the  possessor  of  their  furs. 

Half  an  hour  mi^ht  have  so  passed  when  Antoine, 
excited  almost  to  frenzy,  rushed  amon^  us.  The 
bairi^age  seemed  to  be  the  first  object  his  attention 
was  directed  to;  but  the  Indians  in  a  moment  s|>ran<;* 
to  their  feet,  intervened  between  him  and  it,  showing 
indisputably  that  they  were  prepared  to  do  battl 
before  they  "would  submit  to  be  again  deprivetl  of 
it.  His  courage  no  one  could  gainsay ;  even  with 
such  odds  against  him,  I  believe  he  would  have  ac- 
cepted the  gauntlet ;  but  by  chance  he  caught  sight 
of  me,  and  I  suppose  for  a  moment  thought  that  1 
could  be  made  useful  in  settlin<;  the  affair  amicablv. 
But  although  he  used  every  oath  his  vocabulary  con- 
tained, gesticulated,  and  argued  that  all  was  his, 
honestly  his,  pleaded,  prayed,  beseeched  me  to  stand 
by  him  and  help  him  to  *'  wipe  out  the  whole  boil- 
ing," I  refused  to  interfere  unless  he  could  satisfy  me 
that  he  had  come  honestly  by  them  ;  but  this  he  could 
not  do,  for  he  possessed  absolutely  nothing  when  he 
left  mo  excepting  what  I  had  loaned  him,  and  that 
•was  not  one  eighth  part  sufficient  to  purchase  the 
valuable  furs  he  had  obtained. 
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Findlii;;  his  pcrsuusioiiM  jiud  futivatitM  vain,  lio 
now  lic*n|)0(l  u|)on  me  the  viK'st  of  ahiise,  called  iiie 
<'()\vanl,  skunk,  do^,  and  then  politely  invited  nie  to 
come  into  the  open  and  fight  it  out.  To  such  a  modest 
proposal  I  also  ivfusL'(l  to  accede,  hut  this  he  stated 
<lid  not  surprise  him.  After  a  pause,  in  which  he 
had  moved  fiu'ther  from  me  and  tlio  Indians  who 
were  clustered  round  me,  he  reconnnenced  his  tirade  : 

"I  was  in  collusion  with  Indians  to  roh  him,  I  had 
assisted  them  to  take  his  furs  from  him  that  I  mi«rht 
Jiave  them  myself.     No,  he  was  d — d  if  I  should.'' 

And  with  a  rapidity  that  appeared  impossihle,  he 
drew  his  revolver  and  pressed  the  trii^ger.  Instinctively 
I  saw  his  aim  was  true,  so  threw  myself  to  one  side. 
The  movement  savetl  my  life — hut  next  instant  a  se- 
cond harrel,  less  correctly  aimed,  hut  sufficiently  accu- 
rate to  <i;ra/e  my  side  and  arm,  was  fired.  From  hehind 
mo  a  shrill  scream  rent  the  air;  I  turned  to  know  who 
■was  the  unfortunate —  to  my  indescrihable  fivivi  it 
was  the  old  chief's  daugliter,  who,  jmor  chihl,  so 
severely  was  she  stricken  that  she  now  lay  upon  tlic 
irround  welterin«x  in  her  i^ore. 

I  did  not  wait  to  know  if  I  was  further  to  he  made 
a  target,  but  sprung  to  the  luckless  creature's  side,  as 
all  seemed  petrified  by  the  misfortune  and  incapable  of 
action.     The  old  chief  on  his  knees  moaned  with  an- 
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^aiitli,  and  ill  a  i\'\v  iiioiiu'iits  looked  as  it  In*  Iiad  a;;rd 
as  many  yeai'H.  Never  till  now  did  I  know  the  di'ptir 
with  which  he  loved  his  haml^oine,  wavward  ilauirhter, 
»Still,  no  assistance  wai  forthconuiin;^  the  emergency 
of  the  occasion  cansini;  n»e  to  t'l'fl  that  I  was  jnstillrd 
in  acting',  so  1  tore  her  dress  a|>art  at  the  neck,  drew 
it  back  over  her  ri^lit  breast,  and  there  discovered  a 
livid  spot,  sli^ditly  marked  with  blood;  but,  alas! 
trifling'  as  the  wonii<l  a[)j>eared,  well,  well  I  knew  the 
jti'obable  resnit  to  the  bearer  ot'  it. 

Obtaining  assistance  we  raised  this  forest  flower 
and  bore  her  to  my  shanty.  On  my  conch  we  placed 
her,  and  althoniih  her  ton«^aie  moved  not,  her 
Instrons  eves,  now  Unshed  with  pain,  sj)okc  ;i  thon- 
sand  thanks.  Giving  the  mother-in-law  what  iii- 
strnctions  I  deemed  necessary  for  the  patient's 
comfort,  I  stnck  my  revolver,  freshly  loaded,  in  my 
belt,  and  a  ball  cartridge  in  each  barrel  of  my  doulilo 
gun.  1  felt  as  I  went  forth  that  possibly  indirectly^ 
still  I  had  something  to  do  with  this  i)o()r  Indian 
girl's  misfortune,  and  fear  very  much,  although  to 
shed  human  blood  would  to  me  be  a  deed  I  never 
could  rciTJird  otherwise  than  with  horror,  that  if  tlio 
cause  of  this  sad  episode  had  b^'cn  within  rangi',  I 
should  then  and   there  have  done  mv  utmost  to  ."^htv 
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Outside  I  found  an  angry  assembly  awaiting  me  ; 
the  excitement  of  the  moment  which  had  swamped 
tlicir  powers  to  act  liad  passed,  and  all  believed  it 
their  duty  to  assist  in  securing  the  would-be  assassin. 
My  ap])earancc  among  them  armed  told  that  I  was 
of  their  mind,  so  I  was  welcomed  with  sincerity,  if 
not  with  demonstration. 

I  could  not  help  inquiring,  for  I  knew  that  several 
of  tlie  Indians  were  in  possession  of  weapons  when 
the  sad  affair  occurred,  why  they  had  not  shot  him 
down?  From  none  did  I  receive  a  direct  answer, 
but  have  little  doubt  that  the  colour  of  the  villain's 
skin  was  to  what  he  owed  his  safety. 
•  For  myself,  when  the  fracas  took  place,  I  was  not 
armed  with  aught  but  my  knife,  and  althougli  I  feared 
the  vindictiveness  of  the  man's  character,  until  he 
declared  himself  hostile — and  that  was  done  so  sud- 
denly—  I  disliked  to  go  or  send  for  my  firearms. 
But  where  was  the  blacko;uard  now  ?  After  firinc: 
the  second  shot  he  had  fled  towards  the  canoes, 
and  no  one  having  attempted  to  stop  his  flight, 
by  this  time  was  doubtless  several  miles  down  the 
river. 

Master  Antolne  little  knew  the  unfaltering  sleuth 
hounds  he  had  provoked  to  pursue  him,  or  I  believe 
lie  would  have  amputated  his  fingers  ere  he  would 
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liavc  permitted  one  of  them  on  sucli  an  occasion  to 
press  a  trifjijer. 

As  in  all  matters  M-lierc  the  An£>;lo-Saxon  is  asso- 
ciated  with  the  half-civilised  or  barbarous  inhabitants 
of  a  country,  I  was  at  once  looked  to  as  com- 
mandant. In  favour  of  the  old  chief  I  would 
gladly  have  waived  my  position,  but  the  poor  old 
felloW  was  fairly  beside  himself  with  grief.  Never- 
theless, he  would  not  be  left  behind ;  but  true  to  his 
patrician  lineage,  volunteered  to  occupy  a  subservient 
place  in  the  cause  of  justice. 

Delay  is  so  often  defeat,  that  I  urged  expedition. 
In  a  few  minutes  we  had  provisions  for  seven  days 
in  one  of  the  canoes,  and  ammunition  for  the  cap- 
ture of  a  stockade  in  our  pouches ;  but  I  could  not 
go  without  bidding  the  poor  girl  good-bye,  and  giving 
further  instructions  for  her  comfort.  My  knowledge 
of  surgery  is  but  limited,  still  I  know  what  will  give 
relief  to  a  sufferer  placed  in  such  a  strait,  so  I 
re-entered  the  wigwam.  My  presence  by  her  side 
was  immediately  detected,  and  although  no  welcome 
was  accorded  in  words  it  was  in  looks.  I  took 
the  almost  pulseless  hand  in  mine ;  in  the  arm  ap- 
peared no  power,  while  the  skin  felt  dry  and 
feverish. 

Wiping  away  the  blood  that  soiled  her  lips,  I  ex- 
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plained  to  tlie  old  squaw  that  this  was  not  to  he* 
ne<rlcctc(l,  that  perfect  quiet  was  to  be  enforced,  and 
that  when  the  patient  a])peared  faint  she  was  to  have 
a  few  spoonfuls  of  some  weak  brandy  and  water. 
A  drowsiness  had  now  stolen  over  the  victim,  so  I 
slipped  away,  harder  in  heart  and  more  unforgiving 
and  unrelenting  than  ever  I  had  previously  felt. 

]My  boy  I  left  behind  to  guard  my  effects,  witli 
instructions  that  here  he  was  to  remain  till  my  return, 
and  do  all  in  his  power  to  assist  the  old  woman  in 
her  task  ;  in  fact,  serve  her  and  her  patient  as  faitli- 
fully  as  he  had  ever  done  me.  Without  a  murmur 
he  expressed  his  willingness,  although  well  I  knew 
how  much  better  he  would  have  been  pleased  to 
accompany  me. 

But  time  was  an  object,  we  had  a  powerful  crew 
and  a  new  craft,  the  rapidly-handled  paddles  fairly 
lifted  her  from  the  water,  and  we  rushed  almost  with 
the  velocity  of  a  steamboat  past  snags,  trees,  rocks, 
and  pools. 

^ly  hunting  canoe  the  half-bred  Frenchman  had 
appropriated ;  it  was  a  small  one,  built  to  carry  two 
persons,  capable  on  an  emergency  of  supporting  three. 
AVith  the  advantage  of  the  current  in  his  favour, 
doubtless  he  could  obtain  considerable  speed,  more 
especially  when  he  must  well  know  that  his  life  pro- 
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bably  depended  on  the  result ;  but  for  all  tliat,  wo 
could  do  three  miles  for  his  two,  and  keep  up  the 
pace,  which  a  single  arm,  more  especially  if  not  in 
training,  would  be  unable. 

To  myself  it  appeared  a  puzzle  where  the  recreant 
could  go,  where  he  would  find  shelter,  and  how  he 
was  to  live  until  he  did.  But  not  so  with  the 
Indians,  from  the  first  they  expressed  a  decided  belief 
that  the  Mission,  four  or  five  days  distant,  would  be 
the  sanctuary  he  would  make  for. 

The  exercise,  cool  air,  and  change  of  scene  had 
acted  most  beneficially  upon  the  old  chief;  once 
more  he  was  himself  again,  and  the  youngest  of  the 
crew  did  not  handle  his  paddle  with  greater  dexterity 
and  strentrth. 

CD 

We  had  been  three  hours  embarked,  the  sun 
was  nigh  touching  the  distant  tree-tops,  as  we  en- 
tered a  long  straight  stretch  of  comparatively  calm 
water,  when  the  keen  eyes  of  the  pursuers  distin- 
guished the  canoe  of  the  fugitive  rounding  a  point 
where  the  stream  took  a  curve.  The  chase  was  now 
truly  exciting,  and  well  for  the  paddles  tliat  they 
were  seasoned,  for  they  were  plied  with  a  vigour 
that  no  other  wood  could  withstand.  Down  the  centre 
of  the  stretch  we  shot,  at  a  pace  certainly  not 
under   six   miles   an    hour.     In   a   short    time    tlie 
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point  was  rounded  where  the  foe  had  disappeared ; 
but  unfortunately  from  here  the  river  was  as  erratic 
in  its  course  as  it  is  possible  to  imaf^ine ;  pools  and 
rapids  were  passed  in  rapid  succession,  one  moment 
skimming  over  the  surface  on  level  keel,  the  next 
boimding  over  the  surging  foam. 

Night  was  rapidly  approaching,  and  at  the  pace  we 
had  been  rushing  onward,  must  ere  this  have  over- 
taken the  pursued,  but  the  Indians  seemed  unwilling 
to  admit  that  such  could  be  the  case,  so  with  un- 
daunted vigour  continued  exerting  their  strength 
for  another  mile,  when  it  became  obvious  that  we 
had  got  the  slip,  and  that  with  all  the  cunning  of 
the  Indians,  they  had  a  proficient  to  contend  with 
Master  Antoine  having  doubtlessly  landed  immediately 
after  doubling  a  point,  and  walked  inland,  taking  the 
canoe  with  him,  so  that  his  place  of  disembarkation 
should  not  be  discovered  by  us  in  our  passage  down- 
wards. 

Two  widely  different  things  are  floating  with  the 
current  of  a  rapid  stream  to  returning  against  its 
powerful  force.  Without  a  murmur  or  word  of 
complaint  the  canoe  was  put  about,  and  renewed 
energy  and  determination  displayed  to  cope  with  the 
difficulties  now  to  be  contended  against.  I  am  not 
certain  that  the  reticence   displayed  by  the  dusky 
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crew  at  beiiiff    outwitted,   was    not  intended   as  a 
compliment  to  the  person   who  gave  evidence    of 
such    knowledge  of   strategy.      It   was    now  night, 
not    even     gloaming,    but    Providence    seemed    to 
favour  our  work,  for  a  large  full   moon   rose  over 
the  tree-tops,  and  with  her  cold  silvery  light  pointed 
out  our  course,  unless  in  such  places  as  the  thick 
sombre   foliaged  cedars   and    hemlocks    obtruded   a 
barrier  to  its  advance.    And  the  stars  joined  in  their 
good  offices,  and  shone  as  brightly  as  ever  it  was  my 
lot  to  see  them.     But  the  erratic  course  of  the  river, 
fringed  as  it  was  over  the  greater  part  of  its  course, 
possessed  nooks  and  reaches  shrouded  in  such  im- 
penetrable darkness  that   no  mortal  eye  could  dis- 
cover a  fugitive  or  evidence  of  his  presence,  unless 
by  the  most  careful  and  close  inspection.     Knowing 
that  such  was  the    case,  and  the   delay  that  must 
occur  to  thoroughly  examine  both  sides  of  the  stream 
on  our  route  upwards,  I  proposed  that  we  should  at 
once  ascend  to  -wdiere  we  had  lost  sight  of  our  foe, 
commencing  the  search  on  both  sides  of  the  river 
from  there,  working   downwards,  while  the   canoe, 
mid-stream,  was  kept   abreast  of  those  hunting  for 
the  trail. 

It  must  have    been   midnight    ere  we  recovered 
our  lost  ground,  and  then  it  was  deemed  better  to 
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rest,  that  in  the  morning,  wlien  the  fresh  invigo- 
rating rays  of  tlie  sun  revealed  all  that  was  observ- 
able to  human  eye,  all  might  feel  fit  and  keen  to 
renew  the  task  they  had  undertaken. 

Such  an  unexpected  and  painful  dmouement  had 
resulted  to  my  kind  and  ever  considerate  friends  from 
my  bringing  with  me  to  their  peaceful  home  a  man 
I  knew  nothing  of,  that  I  felt  most  poignantly  that 
I,  although  unwittingly,  had  been  the  primary  cause 
of  their  grief. 

The  more  I  thought  and  brooded  over  the  mat- 
ter, the  more  unforgiving  and  unrelenting  I  felt 
against  the  aggressor.  Then  the  poor  victim,  pro- 
strate on  what  was  in  all  probability  her  last  rest- 
ing-place in  life,  would  rise  before  me,  her  large 
pleading  eyes  ever  from  the  darkness  of  the  surround- 
ing wood  seemed  gazing  into  mine  as  if  upbraiding 
me  for  having  treated  her  with  indifference.  If  she 
had  loved  me,  was  it  her  fault  ?  could  the  poor  un- 
tutored child  of  nature  help  observing  the  distinc- 
tion between  the  civilised  man  and  the  savage,  and 
make  her  choice  in  accordance  with  it  ?  No  I  and 
it  would  be  a  poor  compliment  to  our  boasted  en- 
lightenment if  we  thought  otherwise.  I  am  not 
vain  enough  to  imagine  it  was  my  person  attracted 
her,  but  believe  any  of  my  countrymen  situated  as 
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I  had  been  would  have  been  received  the  same.  No; 
it  was  but  the  contrast  between  the  indifference  she 
received  from  lier  own  race,  and  the  courtesy  paid 
her  by  the  stranger  that  caused  her  to  form  an 
estimate  entirely  in  favour  of  the  latter. 
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With  the  first  glimmer  of  daylight  all  were  up 
and  ready  for  a  fresh  start.  Two  of  our  company 
were  transported  to  the  other  side  of  the  stream,  the 
others  remaining  on  the  side  where  we  had  slept,  each 
party's  duty  being  to  hunt  the  margin  for  evidence 
where  our  foe  had  landed,  while  I  remained  midway 
between  them,  ready  to  transport  either  across  to  the 
side  their  services  were  required  upon.  But  a  short 
time  had  the  search  progressed  when  a  whistle  called 
me  into  the  left  bank ;  the  old  chief  pointed  me  out 
a  .piece  of  rag  covered  with  pitch  adhering  to  the 
trunk  of  a  partially  submerged  cedar  that  projected 
from  the  bank.  In  a  moment  I  recognised  it  as  what 
I  had  used  to  caulk  the  vessel  with.  In  drawing  her 
ashore  it  had  been  scraped  off  the  craft's  bottom 
by  the  rough  bark.  As  the  soil  around  was  soft  and 
swampy,  with  little  undergrowth  from  being  subject 
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to  overflow,  no  difficulty  was  found  In  discovering 
the  renegade's  tracks.  And  as  tliero  was  no  sign  of 
the  canoe,  and  tlic  impressions  from  his  feet  were  deep, 
the  scoundrel  had  doubtless  carried  it  with  him.  For 
several  hundred  yards  we  followed  the  trail ;  here  the 
pursued  liad  evidently  halted,  for  an  indentation 
showed  that  he  had  leaned  the  canoe  against  a  tree, 
the  reverse  end  on  which  it  rested  making  a  hollow 
of  several  inches  in  the  soft  black  soil. 

Here  we  were  again  at  fault,  but  not  long  so,  for 
one  of  the  younger  Indians  discovered  a  fresh  trail 
leading  back  to  the  river.  How  this  break  had  been 
made  in  the  track  was  accounted  for  by  the  fugitive 
having  mounted  a  windfall,  walking  along  it  till  he 
reached  some  dead  timber ;  this  he  had  doubtless  also 
used  to  tread  on,  as  he  had  retraced  his  steps  to 
the  river  margin.  On  reaching  the  stream,  again 
we  were  thrown  out ;  however,  it  was  improbable  that 
a  person  trying  to  avoid  us  would  go  down  with  the 
current,  knowing  us  to  be  below,  or  cross  and  take  the 
right  bank,  as  it  was  the  verge  of  a  district  traversed 
daily  by  members  of  the  old  chief's  tribe ;  from  these 
reasons  we  resolved  to  search  the  western  bank  up- 
wards. 

Disembarking  again  at  the  point  where  we  had 
passed  the  night,  with  undaunted  energy  in  spite 


248 


LONE   LIFE: 


of  the  disappointments  they  liad  encountered,  tlio 
Indians  recommenced  their  labour,  wlien  after  advanc- 
ing nearly  a  mile,  a  slow  plaintive  whistle  called  us 
together ;  it  was  where  an  otter  slide  occurred,  and 
the  fugitive  had  taken  advantage  of  it  to  disguise 
traces  of  his  landing.  But  the  penetrating  eyes  of  the 
Indian  arc  not  easily  deceived,  for  with  unfailing 
precision  they  pointed  it  out,  moreover  took  up  tho 
trail,  and  followed  it  with  tho  ease  that  a  liound 
would  a  hot  scent. 

This  was  encouraging,  and  we  all  commenced  to 
look  forward  to  a  speedy  and  successful  termination 
of  our  expedition,  when  the  canoe  was  found,  cut 
in  several  places  across  the  bottom,  and  the  gunwale 
broken,  doubtlessly  done  that  now  the  scoundrel  had 
no  further  use  for  it,  no  one  else  should  have  its 
services. 

This  discovery  only  caused  a  temporary  delay ;  for- 
ward we  advanced  till  four  or  five  miles  must  have 
been  traversed,  and  we  commenced  to  leave  the  low 
ground  for  dry  and  more  elevated  land,  making  our 
progress  much  slower  from  the  additional  difficulty 
of  keeping  the  track.  Here  the  Indians  held  a  con- 
sultation ;  there  appeared  perfect  unanimity  in  their 
opinions,  so  one  of  the  party  was  dismissed  to  ex- 
amine a  ford  some  miles  ahead,  while  the  others  made 
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tlie  utmost  exertion  to  follow  the  trail ;  but  the  labour 
was  cxceedini^ly  trying.  Still  no  evidence  of  im- 
patience was  displayed,  their  work  was  done  as 
thoroughly  and  as  uncomplainingly  as  at  the  start* 
To  my  knowledge  food  had  not  crossed  some  of 
their  lips  since  the  pursuit  had  commenced,  yet 
they  manifested  the  same  lithesome  activity,  the 
same  zeal  in  the  cause  of  their  chief,  as  if  they 
had  been  the  best  housed,  best  fed  retainers. 

The  control  that  an  Indian  chief  exercises  over  his 
followers  has  something  inexplicable  about  it,  and 
certainly  worthy  of  the  greatest  admiration.  They 
receive  no  emoluments  of  any  description,  patronage 
or  partiality  would  in  no  way  benefit  them — in  fact, 
there  is  nothing  that  the  chief  can  do  to  improve 
their  condition  or  reward  their  service — yet  they  are 
ever  at  his  beck  and  call,  willing  to  go  to  war  or 
accept  peace,  to  be  friends  or  foes,  in  fact,  anything 
that  is  demanded  of  them.  The  majority  of  these  are 
hereditary,  but  failing  an  heir,  then  the  person  to 
rule  them  is  selected,  to  whom,  once  they  give  their 
allegiance,  it  almost  amounts  to  an  impossibility  to 
make  them  renounce  their  oath.  Talk  of  loyalty !  how 
many  of  we  civilised,  highly-educated,  enlightened 
people  might  go  to  the  aborigines  of  North  Ame- 
rica, the  benighted  heathen,  the  unredeemed  savage, 
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and  loam  what  it  in  in  thu  true  acceptation  uf  the 
term. 

We  had  been  halted  some  time,  to  enjoy  n  ration 
of  biscuit  I  had  served,  wlien  we  were  rejoined  hy 
the  young  man  who  a  couple  of  hours  previously  had 
been  detached  on  special  service.  The  information 
ho  broufjht  was  apparently  important ;  soon  it  was 
communicated  to  me.  Antoine  had  forded  a  river 
three  or  four  miles  ahead,  and,  by  taking  such  a 
course,  he  was  doubtless  directing  his  steps,  as  pre- 
viously su])posed,  to  the  Mission,  where  the  familiar- 
named  white  sfpiaw  lived. 

A  council  of  war  was  at  once  held.  The  chief  pro- 
posed, and  all  agreed  with  him,  that  our  force  was  not 
sufficiently  strong  to  successfully  carry  out  our  expe- 
dition if  Antoine  had  gone  there.  So  a  messenger 
should  at  once  be  despatched  for  three  or  four  more 
of  the  tribe,  who  were  to  use  every  expedition  to 
overtake  us  while-  we  marched  slowly  forward.  No 
sooner  said  than  done.  In  five  minutes  afterwards 
might  have  been  seen  a  young  brave,  going  at  t\u' 
long  swinging  trot  peculiar  to  his  race,  making  raj  j 
for  the  river. 

Although  nominally  the  head  of  the  party,  still  I 
knew  not  the  country  through  which  we  were  pro- 
ceeding, nor  could  I  compete  with  the  Indians  in 
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trnckiiij;^;  so  my  comnmiul  was  inotv  iioiionirv  than 
real,  the  oM  chii»f  hoiii;^  tlu;  j)(.TS()n  roft'rri'fl  to  on  all 
occasions  of  inonu'iit,  >vlio,  in  n\nto  of  hviu^r  iiill  cf 
years,  proved  himself  thoroughly  c(|ual  to  any  cnu-r- 
gency  that  might  nriso. 

Cutting'  across  country,  to  avoid  the  dchiv  of  truck- 
ing,  and  possibly  making  a  detour,  wo  rcaohc'tl  tho 
stream  alluded  to,  where  tracks  of  the  fugifive  had 
been  discovered.  It  was  deej)  and  sluggish-looking,  at 
tlic  same  time  remarkably  straight.  As  far  as  tlieeye 
Could  see  in  either  direction,  there  was  nothing  to  in- 
dicate a  ford,  except  at  the  point  where  we  stood,  and 
there,  true  enough,  in  the  clammy,  alluvial  soil  that 
margined  it,  were  fresh  moccasin  tracks,  a])parentiy 
worn  by  a  white  man,  as  the  toes  were  turned  out. 
After  fording  the  stream,  which  was  waist  deep,  and 
now  at  this  season  icy  cold,  we  again  found  the  foot- 
marks, which  we  were  able  to  trace  for  some  distance, 
but  lost  aixain  as  soon  as  we  ijot  to  the  hi'di  «n'ounds. 
So  fresh  were  these  indications  of  man's  presence 
that  but  a  few  hours  must  have  elapsed  since  they 
were  made,  so  that  twelve  or  fourteen  miles  at  most 
separated  the  pursuer  from  the  pursued.  The  old 
chief  n^  'V  felt  convinced  that  his  surmise  was  correct, 
and  that  the  assassin  was  making  for  the  mission- 
house,  as,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  wandering 
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families,  wliose  camping-places  scarcely  ever  con- 
tinued two  weeks  the  same,  there  was  no  human 
liabitaHon  except  it  lie  could  expect  assistance  from. 

Sundry  proposals  for  making  a  detour  were  ad- 
vanced, so  as  to  head  the  fugitive,  but  the  old  chief, 
not  feeling  (?((ual  to  the  exertion  of  a  forced  marcli, 
or  not  wishing  to  peril  the  lives  of  his  followers, 
who  might  expose  themselves  if  perr^iitted  to  go 
ahead  without  him,  forbade  such  a  plan  being  thought 
of.  Pushing  forward  at  a  steady,  if  not  a  hurried 
gait,  although  tracking  in  many  places  had  become 
impossible  from  the  rockiness  and  dryness  of  the  soil, 
frequently  we  came  across  indications  thit  the  object 
of  our  pursuit  had  unquestionably  passed  that  way. 
He  must  have  deemed  himself  safe  and  free  from  all 
chance  of  pursuit,  doubtless  considering  the  trick  he 
played  us  on  the  river  sufficient  to  prevent  our  discover- 
ing his  fresh  starting-point,  for  he  had  evidently  cap- 
tured, if  not  shot,  a  Canadian  grouse,  which  he  had 
plucked  as  he  walked,  for  the  feathers,  from  the  still- 
ness of  the  atmos})]iere  and  the  damp  that  hung  on 
the  shrubs,  still  adhered  to  them  in  sufficient  num- 
bers to  mark  his  route. 

Very  confident  must  the  blackguard  have  been  to 
be  guilty  of  so  reckless  a  proceeding,  for  well  he 
must  have  known  that  his  life  would  most  certainly 
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be  forfeited  if  lie  fell  into  the  pursuers'  hands,  if  no 
one  was  there  to  plead  for  him  who  had  sufficient 
interest  to  be  listened  to.  And  why  should  I  inter- 
fere in  his  behalf,  for  was  not  I  the  victim  he  in- 
tended to  sacrifice  ?  No,  no ;  time  enough  to  say 
what  I  will  do  when  asked  for  assistance ;  and  there 
is  too  much  of  the  wolf  in  Master  Antoine's  character 
— that  obstinacy  that  causes  the  animal  to  make  his 
jaws  close  on  his  assailant  with  his  last  breath — for 
him  to  stoop  to  petition  me  for  aid., 

A  slight  illumination  to  the  north-west  of  our  halt- 
ing-place foretold  the  probability  of  it  being  the  re- 
flection of  the  fugitive's  camp  fire.  Cariboo  and  the 
other  young  brave  wished  to  set  out  as  soon  as  it  was 
discovered,  and  capture,  if  necessary  kill,  its  maker, 
])rovided  they  found  their  surmises  correct.  The 
chief  refused  peremptorily  to  sanction  such  a  course, 
in  which  I  supported  him,  for  well  I  knew  what  it 
meant,  viz.,  that  tliey  would  steal  close  to  where  their 
intended  prey  lay,  wait  till  the  dark  cold  hour 
before  morning,  and,  when  the  fire  had  probably 
almost  died  out,  slioot  their  foe  at  close  quarters,  or 
brain  him  with  their  tomahawks.  Moreover,  for  all 
either  of  us  knew,  murder  had  not  been  committed, 
and  unless  death  resulted  from  his  pistol-shot,  I  would 
in  no  wav  countenance  the  takino;  of  the  man's  life. 
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I  felt  that  I  had  to  be  very  guarded  in  my  conduct 
in  tlie  affair,  for  I  did  not  wish  to  be  accused  of  lukc- 
warmness  because  the  offender  was  a  white  man ;  at 
the  same  time  I  owed  my  country  and  self  a  duty  to 
prevent  an  excess  of  zeal  on  the  part  of  the  pursuers. 
It  was  arranged  after  breakfast  that  we  should  remain 
at  our  present  halting-place  till  joined  by  the  rein- 
forcement, so,  with  Cariboo  as  comp.inion,  1  ascended 
one  of  the  highest  ridges  in  the  vicinity  to  obtain  a 
view  over  the  country  we  were  about  to  traverse. 
The  timber  that  covered  it  was  principally  pine,  and 
far  as  the  eye  could  see  there  was  no  indication  of 
large  water-courses.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  there 
were  no  rills  wide  enough  to  step  over,  because  be- 
tween each  ridge  such  could  be  found ;  but  nothing 
larger;  so  that  if  the  lumberman  should  in  future 
visit  this  locality  he  will  find  the  labour  of  getting 
the  logs  out  more  than  sufficient  to  eat  up  the  remu- 
neration for  his  toil. 

From  the  utter  stillness  that  reigned  around,  and 
the  undeviating  similarity  of  the  scene — ridge  after 
ridge  appearing  a  counterpart  of  its  neighbours,  and 
the  whole  surmounted  with  the  same  sombre  foliaged 
trees,  they  varying  so  little  in  form  that  it  had 
the  most  depressing  effects  upon  my  spirits — sin- 
cerely   I   wished    that    circumstances  had   not   oc- 
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curred  to  bring  mc  here ;  further,  I  had  a  duty  to  per- 
form that  now  the  angry  flush  of  passion  had  passed 
over,  was  far  from  agreeable.  Moreover,  the  season 
was  getting  so  late,  that  it  promised  almost  to  be 
impossible  for  me  to  reach  civilisation  this  year ;  for 
our  return  to  the  shanty  would  not  occur  for  many 
days,  whereas,  if  the  necessity  of  this  expedition  had 
not  taken  place,  I  should  have  been  on  the  verge  of 
starting  for  home,  when  nothing  would  be  allowed 
to  delay  me  that  human  agency  could  overcome. 

My  companion  had  discovered  '^>  porcupine's  re- 
treat. Not  to  use  an  effort  to  capture  such  a  whole- 
some and  savoury  addition  to  our  larder,  he  would 
have  deemed  neglecting  the  good  things  Providence 
placed  in  his  way,  so  with  heart  and  soul  he  devoted 
himself  in  enlarging  the  orifice  so  as  to  reach  his 
prey.  As  frequently  happens  when  persons  are  cm- 
ployed  in  the  woods,  they  are  visited  by  some  of  its 
tiny  residents  either  to  watch  what  they  are  about, 
or  with  the  hope  of  obtaining  a  meal  through  their 
agency.  The  little  strangers  were  a  p^irty  of 
those  saucy,  charming,  ever-welcome,  active  little 
fellows,  blue-caps  (Fanis  ccvruleus),  the  same  bird 
that  is  so  well  known  at  home,  and  a  special  favourite 
with  every  school-boy.  In  the  northern  portion  of 
the  North- American  continent  where  timber  abounds, 
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they  arc  extremely  numerous.  As  I  observed  tliese 
companions  of  my  cliililhood,  scenes  far  distant  arose 
before  me.  Places  where  I  had  found  their  nests,  a 
hole  in  an  apple-tree,  a  chink  in  some  shrub-clud 
wall,  or  even  in  the  spout  of  an  old  pump,  were  re- 
called to  memory,  and  how  the  valiant  little  mother 
would  puff  herself  out  in  her  enmity  at  her  discoverers, 
and  nip  their  fingers  if  bold  enough  to  intrude  their 
liands.  Again,  I  could  recollect  being  so  cruel,  and 
getting  deservedly  well  punished  for  my  conduct,  de- 
priving the  fussy  little  parent  of  her  voluminous  nest  of 
moss  and  feathers,  and  an  endless  number  of  pretty 
little  white  eggs  sparsely  marked  with  tiny  red  spots. 
Aye,  nearly  thirty  years  have  passed  since  then,  still 
the  remembrance  of  them  is  as  fresh  as  if  they  oc- 
curred but  yesterday.  And  here,  so  far  away  from  the 
scene  of  these  exploits,  are  their  cousins  as  impudent 
and  prying  as  those  across  the  wide  Atlantic  ocean. 

I  was  not  long  in  learning  the  object  that  attracted 
them  and  induced  them  to  favour  us  with  their 
society.  It  was  not  the  love  of  company  as  some 
mio-ht  imamne,  far  more  sel.*lsh  motives  were  the 
incentive.  Cariboo  hud  removed  and  pulled  to 
pieces  in  his  labours  an  old  decayed  log,  throwing 
the  different  portions  some  feet  behind  him ;  this 
rotten  timber  was  perfectly  honey-combed  with  ants, 
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aiifi  their  cgrrs  were  la'ul  bare  and  exposed  on  every 
fragment;  and  the  activity  and  appetite  displayed 
by  my  feathered  pets  in  collecting  their  favourite 
food  was  truly  surprisincr.  I  have  often  wondered  at 
the  Indian's  capacity  for  stowage  of  food ;  but  here 
tliey  had  not  a  chance  in  rivalry  if  consumption  in 
proportion  to  size  of  body  be  considered.  But  the 
prickly  beast  had  been  secured,  so  I  bid  the  wee 
birdies  good-bye,  and  left  them  uninterrupted  to 
enjoy  the  good  things  that  Providence  had  provided 
for  them. 

It  is  a  curious  circumstance  and  worthy  of  con- 
sideration, that  the  northern  and  temperate  parts  of 
North  America  possess  many  birds  and  quadrupeds 
almost  identical  with  those  of  the  same  remons  of 
Europe.  As  these  must  Jiave  had  a  common  orifrin, 
and  are  capable  of  standing  severe  cold,  which  is 
their  fatherland  ?  anrl  how  did  they  travel  from  the 
one  to  the  other?  Over  regions  unknown  to  us  far 
up  to  the  north  wliere  the  seas  that  divide  the  con- 
tinents are  narrow  and  broken  l)y  the  occurrence  of 
numerous  islands  or  connected  by  fields  of  ice. 

In  the  temperate  regions  of  South  Africa,  Austra- 
lia, and  South  America  this  does  not  occur,  for  there 
are  no  species  of  the  onejand  common  to  the  other, 
because  they  are  severed  by  oceans  too  wide  for  the 
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feathcrcd  fiiiuilies  to  traverse,  and  the  belt  of  tropics 
that  intervenes  between  north  and  soutli  is  so  insu- 
perable a  barrier  against  migration  that  if  attempted 
it  never  appears  to  be  done  so  with  success.  i)\w 
exception  to  tliis  1  know,  viz.,  tlie  snipe,  for  I  have 
shot  tliem  soutii  of  tlie  eepiator,  and  apparently  iden- 
tical with  those  of  Northern  Europe.  But  this  leads 
me  to  believe  that  the  snipe  does  not  go  noi'th  of  the 
temperate  zone,  and  so,  although  capable  of  enduring 
severe  cold,  could  not  submit  to  the  severity  of  an 
Arctic  winter,  if  even  it  were,  under  such  circum- 
stances, able  to  procure  food,  which  it  could  not 
after  frost  has  set  its  stamp  on  the  country.. 
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*     CIIAITER  XVr. 

On  reachiiiii;  our  rendezvous,  we  found  that  tlu' 
old  chief  had  killed  some  (grouse,  which  he  had  ah'eady 
prepared  for  cookini;.  This,  combined  with  C'aii- 
boo's  fortune,  was  most  acceptable,  for  our  supply  of 
provisions  was  limited,  and  in  a  few  hours  there 
would  be  more  mouths  to  feed,  and  short  eouunons  has 
almost  as  demoralising  an  effect  npoii  ItuHans  as  n])oii 
white  men.  True  the  former,  if  entirely  deprived  of 
food,  would  live  nearly  double  the  lengtli  of  time  that 
a  European  would,  but,  with  all  their  stoicism  and  this 
advantage,  they  have  a  very  great  objection  to  an 
empty  stomach.  Before  dark  we  were  joined  by  the  re- 
inforcement, who  looked  sorely  travel-stained,  for  they 
had  not  lagged  by  the  way.  One  of  the  new  arrivals 
had  with  him  an  indescribable  cur  dog,  almost  desti- 
tute of  hair,  which  was  reported  to  possess  the  quality 
of  running  a  human  trail.  Whether  this  be  true  or 
not,  the  fugitive  would  have  little  to  fear  from  its 
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ferocity,  for  a  well-directed  kick  or  cut  of  ji  cane 
would  immediately  have  rendered  the  creature  hnri^ 
rfe  cnmhat. 

As  soon  as  the  moon  was  sufficiently  cK-vatcd  to 

f^ivc  us  the  assistance  of  its  li^i^ht,  a  fresh  start  was 

made,  the  course  bcin^  across  country  without  any 

siffu  of  a  trail,  our  line  of  march  as  usual  in  Indian 

file,    the    only    mode    ever    adopted    by  the    ahorl- 

rrines.     This  tramp  was  extremely  fatiguing  to  mc, 

as  my  eyes  being  less  keen  than    my  companions', 

I   constantly   kept   toeing   stumps,   or   falling  over 

boughs  and  limbs  that  had  dropped  from  the  snr- 

rounding  trees.     Not  a  whisper  was  spoken  l)y  any 

of  the  party,  and,  but    for  my  floundering   about, 

the  cortege  might  have  passed  within  fifty  yards  of  a 

vigilant   sentinel  without  being  detected.     For   the 

advance-guard  of  an  army,  for  scouting  and  outpost 

duty,  these  people  would  be  invaluable,  and  although 

individually  they  are  not  able  physically  to  cope  with 

a  white  man,  still  they  are  possessed  of  courage  and 

wonderful   powers   of   endurance,    and    for    forced 

marches,  even  when  hampered  with  a  load,  the  speed 

and  facility  with  which  they  adapt  themselves  to  the 

circumstances  of  any  position  that  may  arise,  is  truly 

wonderful.     The  supposition  of   the  old   chief  was 

again  correct;    the   fugitive  had   crossed   a   rivulet 
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^oixiki  hours  in  our  lulvuuce — footsteps,  crushed  «,muss, 
and  truni})led-do\vu  brusli  told  the  tale.  80,  unless 
the  pursued  should  become  alarmed,  and  double  l)ack, 
no  doubt  existed  in  our  minds  that  he  was  makiiiij  his 
way  to  the  Mission. 

Being  satisfied  with  the  result,  u  halt  i'or  some 
iiours  was  called.  Durincr  this  the  old  chief  and  my- 
self held  a  consultation,  when  it  was  decided  that 
every  effort  should  be  made  to  effect  Antoine's  cap- 
ture without  disabling  or  even  wounding  him.  When 
our  resolve  was  made  public  it  evidently  created 
ixreat  dissatisfaction  amons  our  followers.  (Jne  went 
so  far  as  to  attempt  to  argue  the  matter,  the  j)Ith  of 
liis  speech  being  that,  suppose  the  would-be  assassin 
had  been  an  Indian  instead  of  a  white  man,  such 
leniency  would  not  have  been  shown  him  ;  therefore 
in  our  eyes  the  white  man  was  better  than  the  Indian. 
How  was  he  better  ?  He  knew  more,  could  read  anil 
write,  lived  in  communities  where  laws  existed,  and 
were  strictly  enforced  against  evil  doers.  Thus  the 
white  man,  who  had  these  advantages,  and  possessed 
all  this  knov/ledge,  when  guilty  of  a  crime  should 
be  more  severely  dealt  with  tlian  a  poor  ignorant 
Indian  committing  the  same  fault.  In  this  there  was 
doubtless  much  truth.  The  old  chief  seemingly  also 
thought  so,   and   that  if  he  attempted  arguing  the 
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iii.iftor  Ik;  would  have  Iuhmi  worsti'cl,  so,  rising  on  his 
It'ct  in  thf  ^rai'i'l'iil  maiiiu  r  I  liavo  so  often  seen  him 
do  when  lie  had  somothiti^'  of  irnportanco  t«)  lom- 
numicatc.  waviiii;'  his  hands  to  call  for  sileiu-i',  simply 
said,  '*  It  is  my  will."  Ami  from  that  instant  not  a 
rnrtiicr  <|nr;tion  on  the  propriety  of  the  resolntion 
was  mooted. 

Ne\t  niorniiiii;  when  onr  start  was  inad(;  the  doo- 
was  tried.  Kt»r  a  length  of  time  the  aidnial  did  not 
seem  to  undii'stand  wliat  was  re(piired  cd'  iiim,  and 
no  wonder,  I'oi'  the  ti'ail  was  now  many  hours'  old  and 
therefore  cold  ;  howevej",  at  leii<rth  he  settled  to  his 
work,  hut  incessantiv  ke|)t  iriviiin;  toiioue,  a  eir- 
rnnistance  that  if  his  servieos  had  been  continued 
till  we  came  neai*  the  fno;itive  would  have  put 
him  on  his  ti;nar(l,  thus  li'ivinjjj  him  tinie  to  pre[)are 
his  wea])ons  for  defence,  and  prevent  our  taking 
him  hy  surprise.  So  the  cur  had  a  string  put 
round  his  neek,  and  was  handed  over  to  the  eare  of 
Ids  owner. 

The  course  Antoirie  pursued  must  have  been  a 
marked  way,  altliouiih  when  we  came  upon  it  or 
crossed  it,  I  could  see  no  indication  that  such  was 
the  case,  for  the  Indians  always  appeared  to  be  able  to 
cross  his  trail,  and  that  without  any  apparent  dif- 
ficulty. 
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Tin?  want  ul'  larm'i'  watiT-iiHU'srs  tli:iii  tlu'  iiiint 
ilimimitiv*'  rivulets  \\ii<  (uh'  of  tlic  inurknl  poculi- 
aritics  nt"  tlic  «(>iinti*v  tliiMiiirii  w  liicli  >v«»  wort'  procctMl- 
iiii;;  tilt'  iL'rouiiil,  Miili'ss  oil  tlu'  ni.'ip'in  of  llu'sc,  was 
Mjldoiii  sNvaiup},  ami  llii*  (jiiaiitity  of  timln'r,  wliicli  a|»- 
jx'an'il  illiinital»I(',  wa-^  not  ^^o  lari;*'.  altlioncjrii  (|uiti'  as 
tli'iist',  as  that  ill  tlic  NiciiiitN  ot"  llic  sliantN.  I)oiii)tli.».sM 
.soiiii'  «lav  tliis  will  !»('  a  iiraiid  slici'p  coiintrv,  l)ut 
«'\(Mi  if  ciui^^ratioii  jtoiirt'd  iiil<»  it  to-iiiorrow,  that 
"thilf  must  b(»  ^^oiiu*  timcdi-^taiit,  for  it  will  take  twi'iitv 
v<'ars  at  least  after  the  trees  have  heeii  felled  t«)  «'et 
rid  of  the  stumps,  aye  possihly  loiiirer  than  that,  for 
of  all  uiK'oinpromlsiiii':  things  with  a  power  lo  resist 
decay,  well  known  to  the  settler's  eost,  the  pine- 
stuinj)  takes  the  h'ad.  On  (Uir  tramp  I  have  fre- 
(pumtly  observed  deer  tracks,  and  otlu-r  indica- 
tions of  their  pre^ienee,  hut  so  far  have  not  seen 
any,  althoui^h  the  Indians  are  frequently  reportin<^ 
tlieir  viewiiifr  them.  My  never  takini^  the  lead, 
and  their  eyes  being  more  keen  than  mine  to  de- 
tect the  presence  of  animal  life,  doubtless  accounts 
for  this.  A  hare  now  partially  white  with  black  tips 
to  its  ears  is  very  common  ;  its  resemblance  to  the 
mountain  or  bhie  hare  of  Scotland  is  no  greater  than 
similarity  of  colour,  for  the  animal  of  tliis  region  is 
much  more  compact  in  build,  and  gifted,  I  should 
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tliiiik)  uitli  iiiorr  cuiiiiliiu;  ami  Ioms  ri^ility ;  iiinrcuvor, 
it  is  an  iiilnihitunl  of  the  tiitilx.'i'  laiidii)  thu  utlicr  oi' 
tlic  l>K'ak  hill-sitios.  Tlie  Cumuliau  frrousp  (Tetrao 
L'aiuulivnt'is)  is  also  ritqiuiitly  flushed,  when  tiiey 
take  shelter  in  the  nearest  linih,  their  cdntidenee  in 
man's  o;«)od  intentions,  tin-  \vonil«.*rt"ul  amount  ot' 
euriosity  they  display,  and  the  iL!:roteHi|ue  attitudes 
they  /L^et  into  to  ^'ratify  it,  hfin'ji;  ludicrous  in  the 
uxtrenu'. 

That  night  another  consultation  ua-;  held.  It  was 
evident  to  all  that  the  fnijitive  had  now  no  idea  of 
retracing'  his  steps,  and  endeavouring  to  reach  civili- 
sation at  present,  hut  to  push  on  to  the  Mission, 
oithi-r  to  make  it  a  halting-place  till  chance  would 
afford  him  an  opportunity  of  going  further,  or  if  not 
remaining  then.'  till  spring  opened.  Such  heing  the 
case  it  was  (.letermined  to  hurry  forward,  so  as  to  gel 
in  ad\ance  of  him  and  intercept  him  a  mile  or  two 
fi'om  his  destination,  as  it  was  jirohable  that  his  near 
aj)pi'oach  to  it,  without  having  learned  any  evidence 
of  pursuit,  would,  from  conscious  security,  induce 
liim  to  be  off  his  miard,  and  so  be  more  casilv 
made  a  prisoner. 

The  details  of  the  next  two  (hiys*  mardi  are  des- 
titute of  interest,  for  the  same  monotonous  forest 
Surrounded  us,  and  the  rivulets  no  larger  than  here- 


A  u;au  in  Tilt:  wildkunlss, 


2GJ 


tot  ore  lt;iil  exactly  tlu'  s:iiin'  clianu-toriHlics.  It  was 
iiigMt  ulicii  wo  ivaclkMl  tlii'  phu'f  <li'«>tliUMl  lor  oiir 
amijust'adf.  TIm'  '^pot  nas  a«liiiii'al)lv  ^iiitctl  lor 
«uoh  a  purposi' :  a  «li|»  lu'twecn  two  n<l;^i's  covrri'tl 
with  hrnsli  and  tlwart"  timlier,  wlu-ro  a  stroaiii  ahout 
twi'iitv  vanis  wide  was  cni^isud  l»v  a  natli,  t'\idt'iitlv 
iiiadf  l>y  tlic  t*n'(|iuMiti'rs  of  tlu'  Mission,  wlijcli  was 
only  two  ^niles  distant.  Konr  nn'ii  wvw  Itdt  closi'  to 
tlu*  brook's  margin,  while  I  a*id  tlu*  others  crossed 
over  and  secreted  onrselves  on  the  river  side.  Mv 
services  coidd  havi'  heen  «lis|MMised  with,  hut  I  t'eaied 
that  the  younij;  Indians  nn^dit  in  tlieir  passion  \ei.t 
their  wrath  upon  the  prisom-r,  it'  no  one  hut  tli»'  <ild 
chief  was  there  to  restrain  them. 

It  was  surmised  hy  all  that  if  Antoim*  was  only 
a  few  hours  hehlnd  us,  that  (hukness  would  nut 
cause  him  to  stop,  hut  that  ln'  would  push  on  with- 
out halt  till  shelter,  now  so  close,  was  n-ached.  Thus 
all  with  anxious  anticipation  looked  forward  to  a 
speedy  termination  to  their  laboiu'. 

''  But  nuiu  proposes,  God  disposes."  After  an 
anxious  vigilant  night,  we  were  as  far  from  at- 
taining our  purpose  as  ever.  Some  surmised  tliat 
we  were  late  in  reaching  here,  and  that  our  prey 
had  ])assed  before  we  had  come  to  it,  but  an  exa- 
mination of    the   ground  told   that  no    human   foot 
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li;.(l  (rod  in  tlic  vicinity  for  days.  TIumi  a  t'lvsli 
(.'uiisc  of  dlMicultv  ai'osc  bv  oni'  of  the  Indian^  ^tatiiiii' 
tiiat  tJH'rc  was  aiiotliLT  \n\\  more  fircuitous  ;iiid  less 
used  j)at]i  to  tlic  Mission,  a  niih'  <»■  two  liiitlicr  np 
tlic  stream,  and  that  it  was  not  iin])rol)al)l('  tliat 
Antoinc,  liavin«^  boon  hero  in  the  summer,  knew  of  it, 
and  eonse(|uently  had  selected  it.  Hut  tlie  ohl  chief 
was  determined  ;  li(>  wcmld  not  allo\;  tlie  jcu'ty  to  bo 
sc^parj'.tod,  and  felt  eon\incod  that  we  had  made  ehoico 
of  the  j)rop(M*  place.  Day  commenced,  ahliouii'li  with 
ihi'ioiiin-  ste})s  to  wear  by,  and  the  most  sano'uine 
beii:an  to  h)ok  dlscourau'od  ;  (h)uhts  of  tiie  itrourietv 
of  spendinix  anotlier  niiilit  here  were  e\ en  advanced, 
when  tlie  confounded  (h\o",  that  had  been  tied  up  as 
useless,  barked  in  challenge  to  some  one  approachino- ; 
a  voice,  and  oue  that  all  immediately  recoj^nised, 
spoke  to  it  in  the  coaxini^  terms  usually  emjdoyed 
to  pacify  such  anhnals.  From  the  intonation  it  was 
evident  t'lat  the  circumstance  had  not  j)roduced  any 
alarm  in  the  speaker,  he  possibly  thinking  it  was  one 
of  the  curs  belonging  to  some  of  the  persons  residing 
at  the  Mission. 

Soon  after,  the  object  of  our  search  came  in  view. 
At  the  margin  he  halted  for  a  moment,  tlien  entered 
the  stream  and  traversed  it ;  but  as  he  was  leaxino; 
the  water  to  ascend  the  steep  bank,  he  was  sprung 
upon   by  those   in  front  of  'him,  his  arms  pinioned. 
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<l   liis  revolver   ;m«l   knife  tukoii  iiwax,   tlio  otlit'i- 
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lair;  ru^uniig-  across  the  watei'  h>  I  he  assistance  oi 
tlie  captnrs. 

Escortin;j;  ()]\r  piisonei",  nt  len^tli  v\e  readuMl  the 
Mission,  the  exiiression  that  marked  thr  (iilTrreiit 
nieniliers  of  the  corf.rde  IxMnu-  wonderrnlh  at  \  ai'ianc(>: 
on  tlie  hi-..>\v  a;i<l  in  the  dark  snake-like  eye  of  tlie 
yoi!)ii{er  Indian  was  a  look  wliicdi  nrediett^l  a  loniiini'" 
for  revvMin'e,  a  hini<j;erin<j"  after  blood  diHifidl,  to 
satisfy,  while  the  priNoner  returned  with  scoi'n  their 
plaiidy  expressed  hostility. 

8])(  akin'j;  of  tlie  Mission,  a  jtlaee  inlialnted  hy  ])er- 
jons  devoted  to  a  lioly  life,  persons  who  ha\eiii\t'n  u]» 
the  world  to  ])i-eacli  glad  tidlnirs  to  the  h(>al]ien,  1  ex- 
[)ecte(l  to  find  a  spot  hallowed  and  sacred  from  it>  XK^vy 
defenceh'ssness,  s.irrounded  by  frnit  trees  and  liiu'dens, 
reareil  nndci'  the  industrious  and  skilful  hands  of  its 
inhabitants;  bu^  such  was  not  tlie  case,  for  an  old 
stockade  fence,  such  as  may  be  seen  surrouudinii'  the 

"ui'-ti'adiu'j    forts,    enclosed    an 
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ar'^'a  of  about  lialf  an  acre,   in  whudi  were  tin'ce  1 


( )0'.. 


liouses,  and  an  old  diiiffv  barn-like  ediiice,  wlueh  the 
old  chief  desij^nated  the  home  of  the  Great  Spirit. 

Quiet  and  stealthy  as  our  approacli  had  been— and 
who  caji  traverse  tlie  in'ound  witli  sucii  perfect  ivvx^- 
dom  from  noise  as  the  moccasin  foot-chul  Indian  ? — our 
advance  was  soon   made  know'n  l)y  the    deep  sharp 
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voiev  of  halt'  a  dozen  t'urs,  whose  Hat  sides  and  dis- 
tinctly marked  ribs  told  but  too  plainly  that  they  did 
not  live  sninptnously.  lint  the  Indian  dog  ever  has 
this  i;:iunt,  half-starved  look,  for  ^vhcther  food  be 
abundant  in  the  canij),  or  otherwise,  their  owners 
seem  to  have  the  belief  that  a  dog  is  of  no  value  that 
cannot  provide  for  its  own  wants. 

>^-jd,  indeed,  is  the  fate  of  these  unhappy  curs, 
born  frecpiently  without  a  shelter,  nursed  by  a  haU- 
starvetl  mother,  abused  and  punished  by  whosoever 
chooses  to  do  so,  seldom  free  from  mange,  they 
prematurely  become  old,  and  ultimately,  when  unable 
to  keep  up  with  their  owners  while  travelling,  are 
left  behind  to  become  the  prey  of  the  first  hungry 
wolf  that  falls  across  them. 

The  inhubitants  of  the  Mission  well  knew  wliat 
tlie  angry  voices  of  the  ill-manuered  pack  indicated, 
and  soon  a  motley  crew  of  about  a  dozen  half-breedy 
and  Indians  came  forth.  A  more  uninteresting,  filtiiy, 
unattractive  crowd  I  have  seldom  seen,  and  if  such 
were  the  specimens  of  humanity  that  the  missionaries 
had  to  exercise  their  vocation  on,  or  that  this  Avas  a 
type  of  the  result  of  their  labours,  then  those  good 
})eoplo  that  absent  themselves  from  country  friends 
and  civilisation  are  to  be  pitied. 

However,  with   all   their  unattractiveness  of   ap- 
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pearance,  they  possessed  the  virtue  of  hospitnlity, 
and  aiin;ry  ^vas  the  controversy,  nay  more,  Mows 
ncarlv  ensued  between  the  various  contestants  wlio 
desired  to  become  our  hosts. 

Two   very  repulsive-lookiuf];  men  seized    me,  one 
drnn;ired  me  to  the  left,  wliile  anotlier,    nolens  roA'//.-', 
jMilled  me  to  the   ri^ht ;  to  save  my  clothing,  if  for 
no  other  motive,  caused  me  rather  roughly  to  slmke 
then,    ttf,   when  who  should  you   think   anpenrcd   on 
the    scene  but  the    chiefs  youngest  dau.iditer,   who 
had  been  induced  to  leave   her  people  nnd  homo  by 
Autoine.     lieproaches  for  her  desertion  by  him   na- 
turally might  have  been  expected;  but   no,   true  to 
her  love  in  spite  of  all  she  had  suffered,  she  ])asscd 
her  father  as   if  she  ignored   his    presence    in   foto, 
and  threw  herself  into  the  prisoner  s  arms. 

Her  anguish  when  she  found  that  he  was  tied  wns 
most  touching,  and  first  one   then   another  she  sup- 
plicated with  tearful  eye  and  upraised  hand  to  cut  his 
'  bonds. 

But  no,  Antoine  was  doomed,,  not  even  her  in- 
fluence could  save  him  from  his  fate,  and  soon  ^i"^ 
poor  girl  felt  convinced  that  her  efforts  were  bui 
waste  of  time  and  strenn;th. 

At  lenMh  she  sadlv  sat  down  besirle  him,  and 
with  a  sad  look  of  submission  to  the  decrees  of  fate 
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iKat  must  liiiNO  adl'cted  the  most  callous,  placed  lier 
jtarumour's  ])oun(l  hinds  upon  licr  head. 

After  II  due  amount  of  consideration  I  selected  for 
my  residence,  Nvhat  appeared  to  be  the  largest  and 
best  kept  of  the  buildings;  but  bad  indeed  was  the 
best,  for  of  all  the  filthy,  redolent  of  foul  gases,  dingy 
dwellings  I  luid  ever  seen,  tliis  proved  the  worst. 

Was  it  to  be  v>'ondered  at,  then,  that  I  soon  stole 
forth,  not  only  to  breathe  the  pure  air  of  heaven, 
but  to  avoid  a  species  of  cross-examination  that  was 
exceedingly  distasteful  ?  A  building,  however  Inmdjle, 
dedicated  by  man  to  God's  service,  in  its  repose,  has 
ever  had  for  me  a  great  attraction,  for  in  the  deep 
and  sond)re  shadows  tliat  surround  you  when  \uuler 
its  roof,  there  is  a  feeling  paranhnnit  in  my  bosom  that 
I  am  between  tlie  ordinary  outer  world  and  a  realm 
we  only  know  by  imagination.  Of  course,  few  of 
us  are  constructed  alike,  so  outer  influences  have 
different  effects ;  thus,  all  may  not  think  or  feel  as  1 
do ;  but  this  I  will  say,  that  T  never  leave  a  house 
of  worship,  of  whatever  denomination  it  may  be, 
without  feeling  a  better  man,  aye,  and  what  a  happy 
feeling  that  is,  for  it  causes  me  to  enjoy  the  sensa- 
tion experienced  by  the  footsore,  worn-out  wanderer, 
who  through  some  chance  combination  of  circum- 
stances is  able  to  get  rid  of  a  portion  of  a  burden 
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that  for  miles  has  heeii  crushing!:  hiiii  down  into  tlu' 
(lust,  iiiid  l)riii<;ini^  liiiu  nearer  and  nearer  to  his 
final  parade. 

The  interior  of  the  ehape!  was  far  from  osten- 
tatious ;  here  and  there  upon  its  walls  hun^  a  (-heap 
and  indifferent  print,  while  the  communion-table  was 
decorated  with  a  sadly-tarnished  cover,  one  that  evi- 
dently had  seen  lon^'  years  of  service,  and  on  which 
were  ])laced  a  cross  supj)ortinfT  a  representation  of 
the  dead  Saviour,  and  flanked  on  either  side  by 
four  candlesticks  of  verdigris -corroded  brass.  So 
scant  was  the  light  that  minutes  uere  required  for 
the  eye  to  distinguish  the  surroundings,  althounh 
from  a  window  in  the  <^able  a  long  dusty  narrow 
stream  of  the  warm  rays  of  the  setting  sun,  straight 
as  an  arrow  in  its  flight,  came  from  roof  to  transept. 
With  cautious  and  subdued  step  1  moved  forward. 
A  desire  to*  approach  the  holiest  portion  of  the 
edifice  and  humble  myself,  was  the  cause  ;  by 
degrees  space  between  me  and  the  door  was  in- 
creased, till  1  was  on  the  verffe  of  the  sanctuarv.  In 
another  moment  I  should  have  bec'u  on  my  knees, 
when  :i  movement  of  somethino;  cartldy  caught  my 
ear,  my  eye  instinctively  followed  the  sound,  when  it 
rested  upon  a  pale  careworn  face,  so  sad,  so  earnest, 
yet  !^o  submis.'ive,  that  I  stood  spell-bound.     In  those 
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features  was  a  ineinory  of  the  past,  a  dream  of  boy- 
lioofl  formed  into  a  reality,  an  a^e  dead  broufiflit 
hack  to  life.  But  who  could  it  be,  some  one  I 
bad  met  previously ;  but  where  and  when  ?  Still 
the  mind  and  memory  worked  tooetlicr  and  whis- 
pered  that  she  I  rrazed  on  was  no  ordinary  ae- 
(|uaintanee,  but  one  whose  fate  had  been  at  some 
past  ))erio(l  closely  interwoven  with  my  own. 

Disturb  tlie  unknown  in  her  worship  to  satisfy  my 
curiosity,  would  have  been  sacrilege,  so  I  withdrew  as 
silently  as  I  had  entered,  with  a  freight  of  thought 
uiH)n  my  mind  that  almost  overwhelmed  me.  Out- 
sirle  the  building  long  I  stood,  and  slow  the  minutes 
glided  into  the  past,  yet  I  was  not  impatient,  and 
therefore  diil  not  fret  at  the  delay. 

The  sun  had  disappeared,  and  the  dark  shadows 
from  the  hill-side  and  i>iant  trees  were  commencinii: 
t<i  amalgamate  in  one  undefinablc  mass,  when  the 
door  was  gently  opened,  and  a  stooping,  heavily- 
draped  figure,  with  weary,  slow,  and  uncertain  step 
a{)proached  me.  But  a  ^ew  yards  severed  us  before 
she  raised  her  head  ;  previous  to  that  she  was  ignorant 
of  my  presence,  but  when  she  did  so.  and  the  full 
face  was  revealed,  I  discovered  that  it  was  my  boy- 
love,  the  dream  of  my  youth,  the  neyer-forgotten 
daughter  of  the  old  captain  at  Orillia. 
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Aye,  it  was  she,  she  whose  vision  I  hud  ol'teii  kcvw 
in  imaginiitioii  hovoi'in<^  near  me  in  tlie  snow-swiM'j)- 
ing  niglits  of  warfare  when  the  exposed  trencli  was 
my  resting-place,  or  when  in  murky,  blustering  dark- 
ness the  gallant  craft  that  bore  me  pitclied  into  the 
ever  hungry  seas  that  craved  to  engulf  it.  Ve^,  it 
was  she,  but  how  sad  the  change ;  the  bright  joyous 
girl  of  twenty  years  ago,  now  the  decre])it,  worn- 
out,  prematurely  aged  woman.  '' Time,"  1  thought, 
"  had  dealt  roughly  with  me,  but  how  leniently  in 
comparison." 

My  tongue  for  a  moment,  through  the  influences 
of  astonishment  and  surprise,  lost  its  power;  at  length 
with  abated  breath,  as  if  speaking  what  I  had  ceased 
to  have  a  right  even  to  think  of  in  silence,  1  pro- 
nounced her  name. 

'^  Not  that,  not  that,"  she  answered.  "  Years  have 
glided  by  since  the  world  knew  me  by  that  name.  1 
am  now  the  Sister  Dolores,  and  truly  I  hav  been  well 
called  ;  but  who  are  you,  speak,  I  say,  who  are  you  ?" 
gazing  more  and  more  ir.tently  in  my  face  till  her 
very  eyes  seemed  to  search  my  sot? I.  "  Again.  1 
say,  who  are  you  ?" 

Fear  for  the  consequences  made  my  utterance  slow; 
at  length  my  Christian  name  was  pronounced,  wlien  a 
shriek,  so  long,  so  shrill,  that  it  appeared  as  if  out  of 
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tlic  ])owi'r  of  iiiDrtuls  to  produce,  was  uttered,  and  ere 
1  roiild  collect  ])rcseiuM'  of  mind  to  give  lier  support, 
■sill-  fill  pi'osti'iitc  on  the  eartli. 

licforc  I  liad  time  even  to  raise  her,  before  I 
couM  come  tc»  lier  relief,  a  crowd  had  assembled,  and 
the  apparently  lifeless  fonn  was  carried  off.  Sad  was 
my  heart  as  I  watclied  Jier  borne  away. 

So  at  last  my  cravinfj  to  know  wlio  is  the  White 
Squaw  has  been  gratified,  and  how  cruelly  has  the 
informniion  been  imparted  to  me. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 


A  MOKK  miserable  night  than  the  one  tliat  followed 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be  possible  to  pass ;  filth  })re- 
doniinated  everywhere,  even  in  the  cooking,  and  the 
room  stinik  from  the  crowd  of  unwashed  mortality 
that  blocked  up  every  available  corner,  moreover,  it 
literally  swarmed  with  fleas,  and  no  amount  of  in- 
genuity would  deny  them  becoming  on  such  terms 
of  intimacy  with  your  person  that  might  be  exceed- 
ingly agreeable  to  them,  but  far  from  so  to  you. 

I  sat  and  smoked  pipe  after  pipe,  but  even  this 
consoler  for  nearly  all  earthly  ills  was  but  a  Job's 
comforter  after  all,  so  that  I  could  see  no  way  out 
of  mv  difficulties.  If  it  had  not  been  so  late,  and 
that  the  evening  had  set  in  bitterly  cold,  I  would 
have  proposed  camping  out ;  even  if  the  Indians  did 
not  choose  to  do  the  same,  still  I  could  induce  them 
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to  ertrt  a  shelter  \\>v  my  sole  lU'coiuiiUKlation.  of 
cedar  or  liemlock  boughs,  but  it  was  too  late,  so  likf 
the  young  t'ubs  I  was  forced  to  grin  aiul  bear  it. 

However  slowly  time  mny  pass  when  we  are  suffer- 
ing discomfort,  still  if  \ou  have  paticucc  it  will  ulti- 
mately slip  away,  and  the  hour  for  retiring  to  my 
blanket  had  almost  arrived,  when  the  door  of  the 
liousc  v/as  opened,  and  u  man  in  the  garb  of  a  priest 
entered. 

He  was  full  of  years,  far  beyond  three  score  i\\\d 
ten,  still  his  figure  was  erect,  while  from  his  chin 
de])ended  a  long  beard,  white  as  snow.  Each  iinnate 
of  the  cabin,  as  he  passed,  bowed  his  head  almost 
to  the  ground,  as  if  inspired  with  more  than  natural 
reverence.  At  length  he  approacheil  where  I  was 
seated,  and  in  soft  musical  language,  strongly  tinc- 
tured with  a  P^rench  accent,  spoke  to  me.  So  prepos- 
sessing was  his  manner,  so  thoroughly  did  he  look 
what  I  knew  him  to  be,  that  lie  required  no  in- 
dorsement to  make  any  one  believe  that  he  was  a 
good  and  true  servant  of  the  Cross. 

"  My  son,  you  are  a  Catholic  ." 

"  Yes,  father,  I  am." 

"  I  would  speak  with  you,  but  not  before  those 
that  are  present.     Will  you  accompany  me  ?" 

We  crossed  the  enclosure  to  a  small  log-house — so 
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«mn1l  cxtornally  tliat,  r|t'(liirtin«;j  the  room  ocruplcf!  by 
the  l)0(lHtcii(l,  thniv  must  have  hcon  l)iit  a  scant 
supply  of  space  for  the  (tnliuury  duties  of  life.  A 
hoarse  key  grated  in  the  door,  u  ponderous  bolt  was 
shot  with  tlie  report  of  a  ])i8tol,  and  we  entered,  the 
whole  heing  in  the  most  impenetrable  darkness.  At 
lenrrth  a  match  was  struck,  and  a  saucer  of  j»reaso 
with  a  thin  mea<;re  wick  found,  wliich  scarcely  pro- 
duced sufficient  light  to  sec  into  the  corntM's  of  the 
limited  npartmcnt.  A  perfect  anchorite  this  man 
must  liave  been ;  within  the  dwelling  was  not  a 
vestige  of  aught  that  spoke  of  comfort  in  the  most 
limited  sense,  and  yet  at  his  age,  after  his  years  of 
toil  and  labour  in  his  Master's  service,  I  could  not 
help  thinking  he  deserved  a  better  sunset  to  his  life  ; 
possibly  he  desired  no  other,  but  conscious  that  he 
had  done  his  work,  reaped  his  pleasure  in  the  know- 
ledfxe  of  it. 

Often  do  1  think  what  a  fearful  thing  it  is,  to  glide 
on  into  the  vale  of  years,  till  you  have  approached  so 
nigh  the  verge  of  the  precipice,  that  it  is  but  the 
matter  of  days,  possibly  hours,  till  you  fall  over  into 
the  gulf  of  eternity,  and  not  to  have  one  of  your  own 
flesh  and  blood,  your  own  kith  and  kin  to  watch  by 
you,  tend  you  in  your  weakness,  and  help  to  shelter 
the  flickering  light  of  departing  life  from  the  cool 
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blast  that  would  exterminate  it  before  its  tim..  Yqs, 
sad  indeed  must  be  the  hours  that  precede  demise, 
when  left  alone  to  combat  death. 

And  this  is  what  this  aged  and  holy  man  has  to 
look  forward  to,  at  no  very  distant  date ;  but  to  my 
narrative. 

"  My  son,  as  a  Christian,  will  you  not  do  me  a 
favour?"  he  inquired. 

"  Certainly,  if  in  my  power." 

"  Well,  assist  me  to  have  my  countryman  libe- 
rated ;  the  Indians  will  assuredly  take  his  life,  and  ho 
is  a  sinner,  a  bad  man  I  fear,  and  so  the  less  pro- 
pared  to  leave  this  world." 

"  But  I  cannot  interfere,  he  has  committed  murder, 
taken  a  human  life.  No,  father,  ask  me  what  you 
will  that  is  in  my  power  to  grant,  and  willingly  will 
I  do  it ;  but  you  now  require  of  me  what  I  have  no 
power  to  do." 

''  But,  ray  son,  you  can  intercede  with  the  old  chief 
in  his  behalf,  and  doubtless  will  succeed ;  but  if  you 
should  not,  you  can  afford  him  an  opportunity  to 
escape,  and  you  will  assuredly  receive  a  blessing. 
Think  if  you  were  in  his  position  through  the  chance 
of  circumstances,  and  think  further  that,  you  as  well 
as  all  of  us  will  some  day  have  to  crave  for  mercy^ 
yes,  beg  and  importune  for  it,  for  we  are  all  sinners, 
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and  us  you  Iiope  to  receive  forgiveness,  stretch  forth 
your  hand  to  rescue  this  unfortunate  man  from  an 
untimely  end,  and  probably  a  death  by  torture. 
Grant  me  what  I  ask,  and  you  shall  be  remembered 
in  my  ])rayers." 

''  Once  more,  father,  I  cinnot  ;  it  grievi's  me  to 
refuse,  but  it  is  out  of  my  power." 

My  decision  caused  the  old  man's  features  to  alter 
from  the  former  J<:indly  look  to  one  indicatint;  anger. 
After  rising  to  depart,  I  said,  "  Father,  be  not  angry 
with  me,  I  have  miles  to  travel,  and  numerous 
dangers  to  encounter  before  1  reach  civilisation  ;  let 
us  part  in  peace  and  with  your  blessing,  for  we 
probably  shall  never  meet  again." 

But  he  drew  himself  up  to  his  full  height, 
fixed  his  keen  penetrating  eyes  upon  me,  and  point- 
ing to  the  door  said,  "  My  blessing,  rather  my  curse  ! 
\  ou,  a  Christian,  yet  would  hand  over  one  of  your 
own  faith  to  the  unbaptised  heathen,  go  I  And  may 
you  be  dealt  with  as  you  deal  with  others.' 

Remonstrance  was  useless  ;  grieved,  yes,  even  sick 
at  heart,  I  stole  forth  into  the  night  air. 

I  certainly  had  had  sufficient  excitement  for  one 
day  to  cause  an  exhausted  body  and  overwrought 
brain  to  crave  for  rest ;  but  no,  lie  which  way  1 
would,  close  my  eyes,  and  keep  them  shut  for  inde- 
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finite  periods  of  time,  alter  the  position  of  my 
blankets  or  temporary  pillow,  sleep  persistently  re- 
fused to  come  to  my  aid. 

And  the  atmosphere  was  stifling,  not  from  heat, 
hut  from  the  foetid  exhalations  arising  from  my 
numerous  filthy  comrades. 

At  length  I  could  endure  my  position  no  longer, 
ao  rose  and  went  forth.  The  night  air  was  intensely 
cold,  so  cold  that  it  crept  into  the  uttermost  parts  of 
my  body,  still,  even  that  was  preferable  to  the  foul 
atmosphere  of  the  confined  cabin.  At  length  I  reached 
the  river-side,  the  water  broke  and  played  in  a  thou- 
sand eddying,  murmuring  ripples,  while  the  cold  clear 
light  of  a  rising  moon  tipped  their  surface  with  a 
sheen,  so  cold  and  metallic  as  to  cause  me  to  draw 
away  for  fear  a  false  or  too  hurried  step  would  pre- 
cipitate me  into  its  embrace.  And  away  across  the 
river  loomed  the  dark  giant  hemlocks  and  pines, 
blended  into  one  sombre  funeral  pall  without  break 
or  outline.  As  I  looked  upon  the  scene  a  weird-like 
feeling  stole  over  me,  not  lessened  by  the  distant, 
but  distinct  bay  of  the  grey  wolf.  Again,  again, 
his  call  was  answered,  each  voice  bringing  fancies 
that  the  fiends  of  hell  were  loose  and  seeking  for 
their  victims. 

I  am,  to  a  certain  extent,  superstitious — I  think  all 
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my  countrymen  are  more  or  less  so — so  I  remained 
and  listened,  and  almost  feared  that  some  of  the 
denizens  of  another  world  were  about  to  appear,  or 
that  although  invisible  they  were  floatinpj  round  me, 
plotting  in  their  elfish  spite  some  piece  of  ill-fortune  to 
be  practised  on  me.  Nearer  and  more  doleful  sounded 
the  voices  of  the  wolves,  and  the  scornful  maniacal 
call  of  the  owl  chimed  in  to  add  fresh  horror  to  the 
scene.  I  was  about  to  retire,  for  I  was  excited, 
nervous,  and  the  body  craved  for  what  it  would  not 
accept,  rest,  when  my  arm  was  touched  so  gently, 
so  imperceptibly,  that  it  might  have  been  caused 
by  the  caress  of  a  playful  breeze.  I  turned,  started 
back,  for  I  was  totally  unprepared  to  find  that  I 
was  not  alone,  beside  me  stood  a  heavily-draped 
female  figure. 

"  Be  not  alarmed,  it  is  me."  I  knew  the  voice  too 
well  to  require  further  identity.  "  I  am  here  to  seek 
a  favour  at  your  hands.  You  owe  me  one,  for  you 
stole  my  girlish  heart,  and  vowed  to  love  me  ever, 
but  fate  took  you  away,  and  as  distance  increased 
between  us  and  months  and  years  glided  on,  hope 
died  out  and  left  me  widowed  in  heart,  and  wrecked 
in  health.  I  say  for  this  you  owe  me  reparation,  and 
by  granting  my  request  I  freely  forgive  you  for  the 
past,  aye  everything,  although  you   have  made  mo 
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old,  who  am   yet  youn^;,  a  broken-hcurted  woman 
before  1  knew  the  joys  of  life." 

"  Say  no  more,  I  know  it  all.  Whatever  I  can  do, 
shall  be  done." 

^'  Save  this  man.  You  refused  to  listen  to  the  en- 
treaties of  the  good  old  father,  listen  now  to  mine,  so 
that  in  the  future  short  span  of  life  before  me,  I  may 
still  keep  you  as  the  idol  of  my  memory,  and  believe 
that  you  are  not  so  faithless  as  I  thought  you.  We 
shall  never  meet  again  on  earth,  you  will  not,  dare 
not  refuse  my  last  request." 

"  I  had  resolved  not  to  interfere ;  but  your  a[)pcal 
I  cannot  refuse.     I  will  do  my  best." 

A  hand  was  held  out,  a  hand  I  had  so  often 
kissed  when  the  warm  blood  of  youth  flowed  through 
its  veins.  Now,  when  I  took  it,  it  was  cold  and  damp, 
and  wasted  away ;  I  raised  it  to  my  lips,  in  a  moment 
after  it  was  withdrawn,  and  noiselessly  as  did  Sister 
Dolores  approach  me,  as  silently  did  she  steal 
away. 

Alone,  yes  I  was  again  alone,  and  I  feared  to  be 
so,  my  feelings  were  so  overwrought  that  I  dreaded 
solitude,  dreaded  my  own  dark  shadow,  so  hastened, 
with  the  steps  of  the  guilty,  back  to  the  dwellings. 

On  passing  the  shanty  where  the  prisoner  w^as  con- 
fined, I  looked  into  the  room,  for  the  door  was  on 
the  jar  ;  in  a  corner  lit  up  by  the  yellow  flickering  un- 
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certain  li^^ht  of  the  tire  sat  Antoiiu*,  his  black  eyes 
illuminated  with  feehngs  of  revenge  and  passion. 
As  1  advanced,  they  caught  mine— what  deadly  hate 
was  in  that  look.  Leaning  against  him,  and  sound 
asleep,  her  face  brightened  with  a  childish  smile, 
i*cposed  the  poor  Indian  girl,  true  to  her  love,  more 
true  than  ever  because  the  object  of  lu-r  adoration 
was  in  trouble. 

What  sting  can  hurt  like  being  deserted  by  her 
we  Ijve?  What  can  give  such  consolation  in  our 
misfortunes,  as  to  know  that  she,  in  whom  all  our 
hopes  and  aspirations  are  centred,  loves  dee|)er 
and  more  fondly  the  heavier  and  more  intense  our 
miseries  ? 

Anxious  not  to  disturb  the  slumberers,  I  left, 
pondering  how  I  was  to  fulfil  my  lately-made 
promise. 

Day  broke  dismal  and  drear,  the  clouds  api)eared 
only  penning  up  their  tears,  to  break  out  afresh  in 
bitterer  grief ;  the  earth,  the  trees,  the  hill-sides  were 
humid  and  moist,  while  a  raw  fog  in  fleecy  vapours 
arose  with  slow  but  doubtful  progress. 

When  all  was  ready  for  our  return  journey,  and 
prisoner,  escort,  and  chief  were  assembled,  I  aj)- 
proached  the  old  man,  and  asked  him  to  let  Antoinc 
go.  I  was  going  to  plead,  to  urge  my  case  in  the 
strongest  terms,  but  the  settled  determined  look  that 
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passed  over  his  brow,  and  the  scowling,  vindictive, 
defiant  look  of  his  followers  told  me  that  any  further 
effort  was  but  a  waste  of  breath,  and  likely  to  entail 
upon  myself  trouble.  The  ca^  alcade  was  reinforced 
by  the  old  man's  daughter,  and  not  for  a  moment 
did  she  leave  the  side  of  the  object  of  her  love ;  for 
the  first  few  miles  our  p-'ogress  was  slow,  but  when 
the  sun  Jiad  burst  forth,  and  his  genial  welcome 
rays  had  warmed  and  dried  both  ground  and  herbage, 
our  advance  became  more  rapid. 

Towards  noon  an  odour  peculiar  to  the  wild  lands, 
and  one  not  to  be  forgotten  when  experienced, 
attracted  universal  comment,  for  it  was  the  peculiar 
smell  that  indicated  that  the  forest  was  on  fire.  In 
this,  however,  there  was  deemed  to  be  nothing 
alarming,  for  eveiy  indication  told  that  the  fire  was 
still  far  distant;  and,  moreover,  except  a  change 
of  wind  occurred,  it  was  far  from  probable  that  it 
would  advance  in  our  direction. 

The  Indians  are  so  skilled  in  woodcraft,  that  the 
matter  did  not  trouble  me,  especially  as  they  showed 
no  indication  of  regarding  it  as  serious.  Thus, 
when  we  came  to  our  halting-place,  I  selected  my 
place  for  the  night,  hoping  that  sleep  would  be 
vouchsafed  me  in  sufficient  quantity  to  make  up  for 
the  past  deficiency  I  had  suffered. 
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By  rotation  the  prisoner  was  guarded,  eucli  taking 
a  term  of  two  hours*  duty.  My  watch  was  to  fee  from 
about  twelve  to  two  in  the  morning.  Soundly  I  slept 
when  1  was  ruthlessly  awoke  to  go  on  sentry.  What 
would  I  not  have  given  to  have  rested  longer. 
Taking  my  revolver,  I  sat  down  upon  a  log,  hating 
the  task,  but  determined  to  fulfil  it.  Half  an  hour  I 
sat  moodily  pondering  over  the  past,  recalling  scenes 
of  different  and  distant  lands,  climes  where  the  sun 
is  always  bright  and  gladdening,  and  where  the 
sparkling  seas  reflect  a  thousand  glistening  lights  ; 
where  palm  and  cypress  wave,  and  the  coo  of  the 
love-sick  dove  is  drowned  by  the  roar  of  the  stealthy 
man-eater.  Fair  Japan  and  its  verdant  hills,  sterile- 
coasted  China  and  its  clay-baked  mountains  flitted 
before  me  like  the  rapid  repetition  of  dissolving  views, 
when  Antoine  spoke: 

"  Give  me  a  chance,  captain,  and  1  will  repay  you 
some  day." 

"  1  cannot ;  the  Indians  have  shown  their  con- 
fidence in  my  honour  by  placing  me  as  a  guard  over 
you,  that  confidence  I  will  not  abuse ;  at  the  right 
time  and  place  I  will  serve  you  to  the  utmost  of  my 
ability,  you  must  rest  satisfied  with  this  promise." 

While  this  conversation  was  going  on,  the  chief's 
daughter  had  left  her  place  beside  him,  soon  after 
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rutiiniing.  There  was  somctliing  in  licr  manner  that 
raised  my  suspicions.  Closely  watching  her  I  observeil 
that  in  hei  right  hand  was  a  knife,  donbtless  intended 
t(i  cut  tlie  cords  that  hound  the  hands  of  Iier  lover. 
In  amonient  I  seized  her ;  like  a  Mend  r.he  fought,  and 
but  for  my  jxiwer  of  wrist  enabling  me  to  disarm 
her,  sh«'  doubtless  would  have  done  me  u  serious 
injury. 

The  struggle  was  momentary  and  n(»isoless,  so 
it  (listurbed  no  one ;  however,  the  prisoner  rose  as 
if  to  assist  his  ally.  Pointing  my  pistol  at  him  I 
made  him  return  to  his  original  positi(m ;  but  it 
was  with  the  air  of  one  foiled  not  conquered  that  he 
did  it. 

Soon  after  1  was  relieved,  and  never  in  life  from 
so  distasteful  a  dutv. 

It  mi«:ht  have  been  an  hour  from  dawn.  Sound 
had  been  my  slo(»p,  though  far  from  free  of  dreams, 
when  I  was  recalled  to  consciousness  by  the  sharp 
report  of  a  gun,  and  the  springing  up  of  the  various 
forms  that  reclined  around  me.  In  a  moment  I  com- 
prehended the  situation.  Antoine  had  escaped,  and 
unquestionably  through  the  assistance  of  the  devoted 
Indian  girl. 

Immediate  search  was  instituted,  but  by  the  time 
the  sun  had  risen,  all  had  returned  to  camp  unsuc- 
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CHSsfiil  from   want   of  liplit  to  follow  the   fngitivo's 
trnrk. 

Milt  tin-  ludiaiH  wore  not  to  bo  foiKnl  thus  i*asilv, 
and  rcsoliito  and  indomitftble  ns  bloodhound^,  thov 
bidiMl  but  tlu'lr  time  to  renew  their  scnrch ;  however, 
the  object  of  their  pursuit  had  gained  two  hours* 
law,  and  if  fortune  smiled  propitiously,  his  ehance 
of  eseape  looked  most  promising. 

The  smoke  tliat  had  attracted  niy  attention  vester- 
<lay  had  now  become  unpleasantly  stifling,  yet  my  com- 
rades thought  nothing  of  it — if  there  was  danger  surely 
they  Wfndd  be  aware  of  it,  I  ar^jued,  and  thus  satisfied 
myself,  saying  nothing,  but  following  the  party  in 
Indian  fde,  while  they  searched  every  bush  and  blade 
of  grass  for  indications  of  the  fugitive's  trail.   We  soon 
found  it,  and,  at  a  pace  that  sorely  pressed  me,  it  was 
])ursued,  and  what  direction  did  it  lead  ?  further  and 
further  into  the  dense,  stifling  smoke.     We  had  been 
in  pursuit  about  three  hours,  when  a  distant  dead-like 
roar,  occasionally  interrupted  by  crashes  as  if  caused 
bv  the  fall  of  heavy  timber,  struck  on  my  ear;  nearer 
and  nearer  we  approached  it,  till  there  remained  no 
doubt  that  we  were  advancing  towards  a  giant  forest 
fire.     I  pointed  out  this,  called  upon  the  Indians  to 
halt,  to  turn  back  and  seek  a  place  of  safety,  but  a 
most  unwilling  ear  did  they  lend.     At  length,  sparks 
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of  Bru  coiiM  be  distinctly  Rcun  floating  over  the  tree- 
tops,  and  witli  u  deeply  uttered  unatheniu  und  curHe 
tliey  found  themselves  cunipetled  tu  denist  from  fur- 
tlier  pursuit.  Uut  whut  had  become  of  Antoine,  with 
hell  in  his  heart  und  murder  on  his  brow?  He 
pri'ferrt'd  trusting  himself  to  tlie  devouring  element, 
to  trusting  to  the  tender  mercies  of  his  own  race. 

Once  we  commenced  to  retire;  our  retreat  was 
most  precipitous,  for  it  was  more  than  iloubtful 
whetlier  we  could  succeed  in  gaining  a  place  of 
safety.  Kong,  severe,  and  rapid  was  our  march  ; 
but  swiftly  as  we  fled,  swifter  far  followed  the  un- 
controllable fire. 

Again  an<l  again  I  feared  I  could  no  longer  enduro 
the  exertion,  but  a  love  of  life  and  a  horror  to  suffer 
such  a  death  lent  me  fresh  energy.  But  the  hunmn 
frame  could  not  withstand  such  exertion  long,  and 
full  well  I  felt  that  unless  a  river  was  soon  found, 
that  my  hist  tramp,  last  hunting  expedition  had  been 
performed. 

So  near  was  the  conflagration  now  that  we  were 
actually  umiil  glowing  embers  and  ashes ;  thicker 
and  faster  they  followed  our  retreating  steps,  till 
all  were  in  momentary  peril.  Yet  the  Indians 
never  murmured,  showed  no  indication  of  fear,  but 
moodily,    still    energetically,    stalked    forward.     A 
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'pi.'U'toi' ot'  :m  hour  more  uf  tliU  would  suttlu  thu  mut- 
ter, I  feltronviriced;  in  fnrt,  that  to  proloiif^thc*  !i;^ony 
fm-tlitM'  was  usi'loss.  Hut  a^ain  an  inwanl  monitor 
woulil  whisper,  "  I5e  a  man,  show  yonrsolf  worthy  of 
yonr  r;it'i',  rfnuMUcmlu'r  that  while  tlicre  is  life 
thciv  Is  hope."  Still  it  appi^artvl  madness  to  hope; 
l)ehin(l  was  a  wall  of  llame  hnntlii!^  us  down  with  the 
persistency  that  the  slenth  honnd  pursues  the  deer- 
two  huiidi'i'd,  thn-e  hundred  yards  more,  and  then- 
yes,  that  is  the  point;  hut  what  do  the  Indians  see, 
for  they  increase  tlieir  pace?  I  strain  my  eyes  to 
learn.  Can  it  he — yes  it  is — a  river,  for  the  wood 
has  hecome  thin  and  <lavli«'ht  shines  in  hroken  in- 
tervals  through  it;  forward!  forward!  and,  worn 
out,    fo(jtsore,   scorched,   I  rush    waist  deep    in    tlio 


rusjiin^  water. 


A  week  or  more  had  passed  since  my  escaj)e,  when 
I  found  myself  hack  at  the  shanty.  The  poor  Indian 
girl  was  dead — having  died  oidy  a  day  previous  to  our 
return,  so  I  was  only  allowed  to  pay  her  the  lai>t 
honour  that  the  living  can  oiler  to  the  dead. 

Under  the  hirch-tree,  beside  Skye,  she  rests — a 
flower  of  the  forest  j)lucked  hy  the  cruel  destroyer 
before  it  bloomed. 
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On  still  air  fell 
Nu  solcinii  kiicll 
Of  steeple  bell 
liung  for  the  dcatl. 

No  incense  I'linie  — 
No  stately  plume 
Of  sable  <;l()()ni 
O'erileckVl  lier  bed. 

No  taper  lij,'ht, 
No  choral  rite, 
No  priestly  nii,u:lit 
ller  soul  delayed. 

No  loved  ones  wecj), 
None  vigil  keep  — 
All  lie  asleep — 
No  prayers  arc  said. 

But  angel  band 
With  loving  hand 
At  God's  command, 
Guard  round  her  head. 


Every  hour  that  my  departure  for  civilisation  was 
dehiyed,  irritated  and  fretted  me;  the  beautiful 
scenery,  the  handsome  trees  and  picturesque  rapids 
ceased  to  be  attractive,  and  I  longed,  I  cannot  say 
how  ardently,  for  the  moment  to  arrive  when  I  should 
turn  my  back  on  all — ^yes,  and  hoped  that  I  never 
should  gaze  upon  them  again.  I  could  not  sleep  or 
even  rest,  everything  palled  upon  me,  and  made 
me  long  for  friends  and  relatives. 
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The  assiduous  attention  of  my  Incliaii  buy,  ever 
true  and  ever  grateful  to  me,  were  distasteful,  but 
Poteen,  the  half-bred  coUey,  avoided  me  as  if  I  were 
rabid. 

The  passage  of  time  may  be  slow,  but  eannot  be 
brought  to  an  anchor,  and  the  desired  morning  at 
lengtli  broke,  cold  and  clieerless,  but  tlie  season  of 
the  year  was  now  so  late  that  otherwise  could  scarcely 
be  anticipated,  and  fortunately  a  lowering  morning 
does  not  always  predict  a  sunless  day. 

My  escort,  which  consisted  of  four  volunteers  and 
the  boy,  had  left  the  shanty  with  tlie  last  load,  and 
I  was  alone,  taking  a  final  survey  of  my  premises,  to 
see  for  myself  that  nothing  was  left  behind,  whe  n 
the  old  chief  entered.  Our  intimacy  had  taught 
him  to  shake  hands,  and  as  he  came  forward  ho  held 
out  his  honest  nut-brown  palm ;  I  took  it  in  mine 
and  held  it  for  some  minutes  without  a  word  being 
spoken — it  was  evident  his  heart  was  too  full  for 
language  to  express  his  feelings.  At  length  words 
came  to  his  relief,  and  again  for  the  fourth  or  fifth 
time  he  begged  me  to  delay  my  departure  till  the 
spring,  pointing  out  in  the  most  vivid  terms  the 
dangers  that  must  surround  so  long  a  journey  at  this 
season  of  the  year.  I  was  well  aware  that  there  was 
truth  in  every  word  he  said,  but  I  would  have  risked 
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more  tlinn  life,  to  being  imprisoned  here  for  jio.ssil)ly 
half  ca  year.  Wheii  the  fjoocl  old  man  found  my 
decision  \vas  unchangeable,  liis  stoicism  fairly  Ijroke 
down  and  a  diamond  tear  glisteneil  in  each  eye, 
while  his  intonation  became  thick  and  indistinct. 
To  witness  grief  and  tears  in  woman  is  truly  bad 
enough,  "  but  talk  not  of  grief  till  thou  hast  seen 
the  tears  of  warlike  men,"  and  tinily  the  poetess  wrote 
correctl}',  for  I  had  the  greatest  difficulty  in  subdu- 
ing my  tendency  to  do  likewise.  An  embrace,  a 
muttered  prayer  to  the  Great  Spirit  to  protect  me  was 
uttered,  and  so  terminated  tlie  interview. 

Scarcely  daring  to  look  back,  I  took  my  seat,  the 
canoe  glided  from  the  shore,  and  soon  a  turn  in  the 
river  was  passed  tliat  shut  out  probably  for  ever  my 
wilderness  home.  ; 

We  were  in  the  lightest  travelling  order,  for  1 
had  given  away  all  I  possessed  which  was  not  abso- 
lutely required  for  my  journey ;  thus  we  sped  rapidly 
onwards,  and  ere  darkness  came  had  traversed  many 
miles. 

For  a  week  each  day  was  a  repetition  of  its  pre- 
decessor. Cold,  bitter  cold  at  night,  with  a  bright 
warm  sun  at  noon ;  still  my  companions  ceased  not 
tlieir  labour  or  gave  utterance  to  a  murmur. 

As  w^e  completed  our  water  navigation,  the  w^eather 
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broke,  and  so  severe  was  the  frost  and  lieavy  the 
fall  of  snow,  that  for  a  week  we  were  forced  to 
halt.  A  more  trying  ordeal  I  never  endured,  and, 
hut  for  the  Indians,  could  not  have  existed  through  it ; 
hut  their  knowledge  of  expediencies  overcame  what 
to  the  white  man  must  have  proved  his  grave. 

Again  the  journey  was  renewed,  and  after  a  long 
and  wearisome  march,  exactly  such  a  tramp  as  the 
French  experienced  in  their  retreat  from  Moscow, 
we  reached  the  village  of  Rama  on  Lake  Couch- 
achin. 

My  liabilities  to  my  gallant  escort  settled,  I  left 
then  for  Orillia  in  a  sleigh  drawn  by  a  fast  horse, 
the  last  sight  of  my  old  friends  being  obtained 
through  a  break  in  the  woodland  that  displayed  a 
view  of  the  v  illage.  As  I  left  them  so  they  stood, 
unwilling  to  depart  till  they  had  seen  the  last  sight 
of  the  white  wanderer. 

The  sudden  stopping  of  the  train  awoke  me  from 
a  long  and  most  refreshing  sleep;  I  looked  forth, 
day  was  breaking,  and  the  white  houses  of  Albany 
reposed  in  the  distance.  City  of  Albany,  whate'er 
you  may  boast  of,  you  have  reason  to  be  proud  of  the 
fair  queen  of  song  that  claims  thee  for  her  home. 
Mademoiselle  Albani  I  mean,  sweetest  cantatrice  I 
e'er  have  listened  to. 
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As  the  train  again  stops,    a  Inindrcd  voices  de- 
mand •  to  know  which  hotel  I  intend   residing   at. 
The  W^indsor  in  Fifth  Avenue  is  my  choice,  and 
never,  I  can  safely  affirm,  did  I  reside  at  so  charming 
and  comfortable  an  establishment. 

I  am  again  in  civilisation,  but  not  home.  The 
noble  ship  Java^  of  the  staunch  and  true  Cunard 
Company,  sails  on  Wednesday.  At  the  appointed 
hour  I  got  on  board,  and  in  spite  of  gales  and  fogs 
Liverpool  is  reached  «.n  the  tenth  day,  and  I  look 
back  with  mingled  pleasure  and  regret  upon  my  year 
of  Lone  Life. 


THE  END. 
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